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PREFACE AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The purpose of  th is  paper is to form the foundation h e lp fu l  fo r  
the study and understanding o f  Montana's p o pu la t ion .  Sex r a t io s  and 
age d i s t r i b u t i o n s  f o r  each o f  Montana's f i f t y - s i x  counties are gleaned  
from the census and presented in graphic  form (popula t ion  pyramids)  
f o r  each census period from 1930 to  i 9 6 0 . Var iab les  are  is lo a te d  and 
associated in p e r t i n e n t ,  causal re la t io n s h ip s  wherever po s s ib le .  To 
help c l a r i f y  th is  process,  the popula t ion is d iv ided  in to  three  main 
age groups; dependent c h i ld r e n ,  under f i f t e e n  years;  the a c t i v e  age,  
f i f t e e n  to  s i x t y - f o u r  years;  and, the dependent aged, s i x t y - f i v e  years 
and o v e r .  An index o f  aging is used and t h i s ,  in a d d i t io n  to the age-  
s p e c i f i c  sex r a t io s  and the ana ly s is  o f  the three  populat ion age groups,  
mentioned above,  help c l a r i f y  the d e l in e a t io n  o f  the h i s t o r i c a l  trends  
and the present (c urren t  to 1960) s ta tus  o f  Montana's populat ion com­
pos i t  i on .
At p re se n t ,  the dynamics o f  populat ion composition are f a i r l y  
wel l  understood. This understanding e x is ts  a t  a h ig h ly  g e nera l ized  
leve l  obtained most o f te n  from nat ion-w ide  s t a t i s t i c a l  in fo rmation  
which is not always r e a d i l y  a p p l ic a b le  to s m a l le r ,  more s p e c i f i c  
popula t ion groups, A more s p e c i f i c  knowledge, a n a l y t i c a l l y  connected 
to  popula t ion  theory o f  the middle range,  o f  the basic  b io lo g ic a l  
c h a r a c t e r is t i c s  o f  Montana's popula t ion should prove an a d d i t io n  to  the  
demographic chain o f  knowledge. The b io lo g ic a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  a 
p o p u la t io n ,  the age and sex s t r u c t u r e ,  are the fa c ts  upon which higher  
leve l  a n a l y t i c a l  research and g e n era l i zed  understanding are  compiled.
The s t a t i s t i c a l  m a te r ia l  upon which th is  study is based comes 
from the Census o f  the United S ta te s .  Thus, the author  is indebted to
the many people who have worked to gather  and t a b u la te  th is  m a te r ia l  
and is a lso  indebted to  those people who f inance  such a worthy endeavo 
the taxpayer .
Two previous s tud ies  which delved in to  s i m i l a r  subject  matters  
have helped to p o in t  the wby and, even more im por tan t ,  were responsibl  
fo r  s o l i d i f i c a t i o n  o f  the concept upon which t h is  paper has had i t s  
i n i t i a t i o n .  The f i r s t  was w r i t t e n  in 1950 by M e l v i l l e  Henry Shannon 
and the second was w r i t t e n  in 1965 by Timothy Edward Stevens.  Both 
studies addressed the ana ly s is  o f  the b io lo g ic a l  c h a r a c t e r is t i c s  o f  
Montana's popu la t io n .  Mr. Shannon's concentrated on the per iod 1930 
to  19^0 and Mr. Steven 's  covered the per iod from 1950 to I9 6 0 .  Both 
used methods which d i f f e r  from those presented in th is  paper ,  but they  
have given the author  much ins igh t  in to  the problem a t  hand.
Special  thanks and deep a p p rec ia t io n  go to Dr. C. LeRoy Anderson 
under whose superv is ion  and counsel th is  paper and every th ing  leading  
up to i t  would not have been so e a s i l y  a t t a i n e d .  Much thanks and 
a p p re c ia t io n  are  a lso  due to  Dr. Gordon Browder and Dr. W i l l ia m  H. 
F is h e r ,  both o f  whom made v a luab le  suggestions and c o n s t ru c t iv e  review 
w h i le  serv ing on the committee appointed to pass judgement upon th is  
manuscri p t .
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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION
There has been increas ing  i n t e r e s t  the past few years in making 
some e f f o r t  to accomplish formal planning to  meet the needs o f  fu t u r e  
genera t ions .  In order  to  make t h is  planning p o s s ib le ,  re le van t  data  
must be gathered,  analyzed ,  and re la te d  to the problems a t  hand. 
Through th is  process,  the contemporary a t t i t u d e  o f  the s i t u a t i o n  is  
estimated and the need f o r  fu t u r e  c l e a r l y  d e l in e a te d  goals is e s tab ­
l ish e d .  The planning process is a dynamic assessment o f  present  
condi t ions out o f  which the fu t u r e  needs o f  the s o c ie ty  are prognos­
t i c a t e d  and then r a t i o n a l l y  a r t i c u l a t e d  in to  long range schemes. 
In formation,  inc lud ing  demographic d a ta ,  forms the base o f  th is  com­
p l i c a t e d  and re c e n t ly  important process. The age and sex s t r u c tu r e  
o f  Montana's popula t ion  and i t s  change is the sub jec t  o f  t h i s  t h e s is .
The d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  a p o p u la t io n 's  members by age and sex is 
i t s  most fundamental c h a r a c t e r i s t i c ,  A p o p u la t io n 's  s t r u c tu r e  i n ­
f luences the whole spectrum o f  human e x is te n c e .  As an example,  i f  
the numbers o f  one sex are  g re a te r  than another the p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  
lo c a t in g  a marriage p a r tn e r  is lessened f o r  the sex in the m a jo r i t y .  
Obvious ly ,  i f  the sex r a t i o  has a bear ing on the marriage r a t e ,  then 
i t  w i l l  in turn in f luence  the b i r t h  r a t e .  " I t  may a lso  have a bear ­
ing on the s t a b i l i t y  o f  the fa m i ly  as r e f l e c t e d  in fa m i ly  c o n f l i c t  
and divorce  rates and upon o th e r  socia l  and psychological  t r a i t s . " 1
1 Landes, Paul H,, The People o f  Washington, 1890 -  1950.  
B u l l e t i n  #535.  I n s t i t u t e  o f  A g r i c u l t u r a l  Sciences,  Washington A g r i ­
c u l t u r a l  Experiment S ta t io n s ,  The S ta te  College o f  Washington, Series  
in Rural Populat ion #12,  June 1952, p. 13«
2 .
The reason almost every p u b l ic  document asks f o r  the sex and age o f  
the person is th a t  these two fac ts  are  re le v a n t  in almost every  c i r ­
cumstance .
The sex r a t i o  is u s u a l ly  defined as the number o f  males per  
100 or 1,000 females.  The r a t i o  o f  males per 100 females w i l l  be 
used in t h i s  study because o f  the r e l a t i v e l y  small populat ions  w i t h in  
some o f  the counties which w i l l  be analyzed.  The sm al le r  constant  
tends to  lend a more r e a l i s t i c  f l a v o r  to the f i n a l  r a t i o  number.
The sex r a t i o  as presented in the census is created by many 
opposing fo rce s .  The process begins w i th  a high degree o f  m a sc u l in i ty  
a t  the t ime o f  conception c re a t in g  in the popula t ion  a t  the time of  
b i r t h  a sex r a t i o  o f  about 105 males to every 100 females .  But coun­
t e r a c t i n g  th is  f o r c e ,  during  the prenata l  phases o f  l i f e ,  the males 
have a higher  m o r t a l i t y  r a t e .  This higher death ra te  continues during  
the f i r s t  years o f  l i f e  u n t i l  e a r l y  in adulthood when a close balance  
o f  both sexes is a t t a i n e d .  This s ta te  o f  e q u i l ib r iu m  is then turned  
in to  a female surplus by what may g e n e ra l ly  be termed nervous wear 
and t e a r ;  occupational  d iseases ,  a c c id e n ts ,  homicide and s u ic id e .
The male o f  the species succumbs more e a s i l y  to many a i lm e n ts .
These a i lments  include card iov ascu la r  d iseases ,  heart  d is eas e ,  lung 
cancer,  and such occupational  diseases as s i l i c o s i s  and lead poison­
ing.  In a d d i t i o n ,  the male 's  h igher  incidence o f  f a t a l  acc idents  o f  
a l l  types and his propensity  f o r  committ ing su ic ide  a lso  add to his  
higher m o r t a l i t y  r a t e .  Thus a surplus o f  males a t  the beginning o f
^Von Hent ig ,  Hans,"The Sex R a t io ,  a B r i e f  Discussion Based 
on U.S.  Census F ig u r e s . "  Social  Forces, 1952, Vo l .  30,  pp.
3 -
l i f e  is turned in to  a d e f i c i t  amounting to approximate ly  82 males per  
100 females in o ld  age.
The d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  members o f  a popula t ion according to age is 
the o th e r  fundamental b io lo g ic a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  to be considered in 
t h is  study.  In conjunct ion w i th  sex,  age causes almost every aspect  
o f  human behavior to vary .  S ub jec t ive  a t t i t u d e s  vary c o n s is te n t ly  
w ith  changing c u l t u r a l  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  the sex ro les  and age groups.
In a d d i t i o n ,  phys io lo g ica l  c a p a b i l i t i e s  a lso  vary due to the natura l  
v a r i a t i o n  in the physical  composit ion of  the sexes and o f  the age 
groups. These v a r ia t io n s  in turn  in f luence  the amount o f  money an 
in d iv id u a l  can reasonably be expected to earn and the type o f  occu­
pa t ion  in which he can s u cce ss fu l ly  p a r t i c i p a t e .  The s ta tus  o f  an 
occupation is many times determined,  in p a r t ,  by the sex and age o f  
the p a r t i c i p a n t s .  "The s p e c i f i c  needs and problems o f  a given s oc ie ty ,  
both now and in the f u t u r e ,  w i l l  in la rge  p a r t  be determined by the  
age (and sex) s t ru c tu re  o f  the popu la t ion .  I t  may be s a id ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  
th a t  a knowledge o f  the curren t  age (and sex) s t r u c tu r e  and what con­
sequences i t  is l i k e l y  to have fo r  fu t u r e  popula t ion t ren d s ,  is essen-  
t i a l - - n o t  only  as a basis f o r  determining the present needs of  a 
p o p u la t io n ,  but a lso  as a basis fo r  adequate planning w i th  regard to  
probable fu t u r e  needs.
Exp la in ing  the s ig n i f i c a n c e  o f  age more s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  one can 
use examples to emphasize these d a ta 's  usefu lness; such as the f o l -
•j
JS toc kw e l l ,  Edward G.,"Some Notes on the Changing Age Com­
p o s i t io n  o f  the Populat ion o f  tne United S t a t e s , "  Rural Soc io logy ,
XIX (March, 196*0,  p. 67.
h .
lowing: the number o f  persons in the younger age group determines the 
s ize  o f  the elementary  school popula t ion a t  present  and provides a 
basis fo r  accurate  p ro je c t io n s  o f  school populat ions f o r  the f u t u r e ,  
the high school and c o l le g e  populat ions  can a lso  be p ro jec ted  i f  the  
age groups in the popula t ion  can be i d e n t i f i e d  and enumerated tak ing  
i n to  account m o r t a l i t y  and m igrat ion  f a c t o r s .  The number o f  persons 
in the working ages (e ighteen to s i x t y - f o u r )  determines the s t a t e ' s  
manpower as wel l  as i t s  p o t e n t i a l  reproduct ive  s t re n g th .  And f i n a l l y ,  
the number found in the o ld e r  age group, s i x t y - f i v e  and over d e t e r ­
mines the shape and s iz e  o f  insurance in d u s t r i e s ,  w e l f a r e  programs,  
and pension and re t i rem e n t  plans.**
The purpose o f  th is  study is to  in v e s t ig a t e  how the popula t ion  
composition o f  Montana has changed over the per iod between 1930 and 
I960 .  The changes in the popula t ion composit ion w i l l  be g r a p h ic a l ly  
i l l u s t r a t e d  through the use o f  populat ion pyramids,  a g e - s p e c i f i c  sex 
r a t i o s ,  and an index o f  ag ing .  A d iv is io n  o f  the populat ion in to  
th ree  age groups w i l l  consis t  o f  dependent c h i l d r e n ,  under 15 years ;  
the a c t i v e  age,  15~6i* years ;  and dependent aged, 65 years and over .  
This procedure w i l l  help c l a r i f y  the c hara c te r  o f  the composit ion and 
s t ru c tu re  o f  the popula t ion  in order  th a t  a more accurate  ana ly s is  
may be accomplished.
I t  is best to  begin w i th  c le a r  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  the terms used in 
any study.  The terms mentioned so are in t h i s  paper have included;  
popula t ion pyramids, an index o f  ag ing,  and a g e - s p e c i f i c  sex r a t i o s .  
These terms are defined in the fo l lo w in g  passages:
**Stockwel 1 , 0£ ,  ci t , ,  p, 6 7 ,
5 .
Populat ion pyramids -  This graphic  tool  is u t i l i z e d  to i l l u s t r a t e  
the d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  a populat ion by combining age and sex toge ther  in 
a specia l  type o f  bar graph. The lowest age is placed a t  the bottom 
o f  the bar graph and the highest  age a t  the top.  This arrangement  
forms a h o r iz o n ta l  frequency d i s t r i b u t i o n  which most o f t e n  resembles 
a pyramid.  Each age s tra tum is represented by a h o r iz o n ta l  bar pro­
ceeding outward from the c e n t e r .  The males are u s u a l ly  represented  
on the l e f t  and the females on the r i g h t .  The length o f  the bars is 
determined by the percentage o f  the t o t a l  popula t ion which is composed 
o f  a s p e c i f i c  age and sex. The t o t a l  length o f  a l l  the bars re p re ­
sents 100 percent o f  the p o p u la t io n . **
The most useful  func t ion  o f  the populat ion pyramid is th a t  i t  
conveys a t  a glance the shape o f  the age and sex s t r u c tu r e  o f  an en­
t i r e  pop u la t io n .  The past events which have in f luenced a p o p u la t io n 's  
e n t i r e  demographic h i s t o r y  are  r e a d i l y  discerned in the shape o f  the  
pyramid.  Whether f e r t i l i t y  is high o r  low, t h e r e f o r e ,  is shown by the 
r e l a t i v e  length o f  the bottom bars.  The v a r i a t i o n s  in the s t r u c tu r e  
caused by m o r t a l i t y  and migra t ion  are  a ls o  c l e a r l y  ev ident  in the pyra ­
mids i r r e g u l a r i t i e s ,  "The reason f o r  the basic shape of a pyramid is 
th a t  among those born,  some have died in each year  since then (the  
t ime represented by the bottom b a r ) ,  g ra d u a l ly  reducing the length o f  
the bars represent ing  successively  h igher  ages.  The shape is not 
o r d i n a r i l y  a p e r fe c t  pyramid,  however, because m o r t a l i t y  v a r ie s  from 
year  to y e a r ,  and because f e r t i l i t y  and m igra t io n  a lso  a f f e c t  the pop-
■’Peterson , W i l l iam ,  P o p u la t io n , The Macmil lan Co. ,  New York, 
1961, p. 75.
6 .
u l a t i o n  s t r u c t u r e . " ^
A past event which caused an abnormally high m o r t a l i t y  ra te  such 
as a war or epidemic w i l l  cause an in d e n ta t io n  o f  a smooth pyramid.
The same e f f e c t  would a lso  be the r e s u l t  o f  an unusually  low per iod  
o f  f e r t i l i t y  or  a per iod o f  very a c t i v e  e m ig ra t io n .  A per iod o f  un­
u s u a l ly  high f e r t i l i t y  or  a c t i v e  immigration is represented by a 
corresponding bulge in the pyramid.  At the same t ime the populat ion  
r e f l e c t s  any event which is s e l e c t i v e  according to  sex.  An example 
o f  t h i s  kind would be a war in which a l a r g e r  p a r t  o f  the male popu­
l a t i o n  is k i l l e d  w h i le  the female sec tor  is l a r g e l y  l e f t  untouched.
This event would leave the female side o f  the graph symmetrical  wh i le
the male s ide would manifest  a n o t ic e a b le  in d e n ta t io n .  A period o f
\
low f e r t i l i t y  might a lso  be a d i r e c t  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  occurrence and 
would become apparent in the lower sec t ion  o f  the pyramid as the e f ­
fec ted  generation moved up the s c a le .  "These i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  remain 
on popula t ion  pyramids o f  successive da tes ,  g ra d u a l ly  moving up to  the  
top o f  the graph and d isappear ing  only when the persons a f f e c t e d  f i n a l l y  
die  o f f . " ^
Rural and urban populat ions  show p r e d ic ta b le  v a r ia t io n s  in the  
shape o f  t h e i r  prospective  populat ion pyramids.  Rural popu la t ions ,  f o r  
example,  are  t y p i c a l l y  c h a ra c te r iz e d  by a high f e r t i l i t y  r a t e ,  This  
is represented on the pyramid by a n o t ic e a b ly  exaggerated expansion 
at  i t s  base. Rural areas a re  a lso c h ara c te r iz e d  by an out m igrat ion
6 l b i d ,  p .  7 5 ,
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o f  i t s  younger populat ion which is shown on the popula t ion  pyramid by 
a c o n s t r ic t io n  in i t s  c e n t ra l  p o r t io n .  F u r th e r ,  th is  m igra t io n  is 
usua l ly  concentrated in one sex more than another ,  and t h i s  shows up 
on the pyramid by an ind e n ta t io n  on the a ppropr ia te  s id e ,  l e f t  f o r  
males and r i g h t  f o r  females.
The urban populat ion most o f ten  has a h igher  sex r a t i o  and a 
lower f e r t i l i t y  r a t i o .  Thus, the female side o f  the popula t ion  pyra­
mid us ua l ly  d isp lays  an expansion f o r  the urban p o p u la t io n ,  w h i le  the  
base o f  the popula t ion  is somewhat c o n s t r ic t e d .  These g e n e r a l i z a t io n s  
do not always hold t r u e ,  but can be useful  when a t tem pt ing  to under­
stand and i n t e r p r e t  the c h a r a c t e r is t i c s  d isplayed by the populat ion  
pyramid.
Index o f  Aging -  A s t a t i s t i c a l  tool  which combines two in f luences  
w i t h i n  a s in g le  f i g u r e .  The growth o f  a populat ion as ind ica ted  by 
the number o f  c h i ld re n  under f i f t e e n  years and the proport ion  o f  aged 
in a popula t ion  as ind ica ted  by the number o f  persons s i x t y - f i v e  years 
and over  are combined to  produce an index which provides a c le a r e r
Q
p ic t u r e  o f  the r e l a t i v e  age s ta tus  o f  a p o pu la t ion .  As was ind ica ted  
e a r l i e r ,  the age s t r u c tu r e  is one o f  the more important c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  
to be analyzed when one is a t tem pt ing  to gain an understanding o f  a 
p o p u la t io n 's  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  This tool  s i m p l i f i e s  the a n a l y t i c a l  
procedure.  Through u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  t h i s  measure f u r t h e r  in s ig h t  con­
cerning the r e l a t i v e  importance o f  the younger and aged groups may be
Q Persons 65 & Over
I b i d ,  p. 81,  "Index o f  Aging = ™— ------— _ ----    X 100'
Chi ldren  under 15 years
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gained.^
The p ropor t ion  o f  dependents in the o ld e r  age groups has become
in c re a s in g ly  g r e a t e r  in Montana over the past few decades. This has
been caused by o u t -m ig ra t io n  from the ru ra l  areas to the urban areas
in the more populous s t a t e s .  The net o u t - m ig r a t io n  has,  f o r  the most
p a r t ,  been concentrated among the younger age groups. The proport ion
o f  out -migrants  concentrated in the younger age group has approached
S0% and over h a l f  o f  th is  S0% were under f i f t e e n  years o f  age in 
101950. Understandably,  ra tes  o f  o u t - m ig ra t io n  tend to  be a t  t h e i r  
maximum peak a t  about the age when people are  f i n i s h i n g  high school 
and e i t h e r  leave in search o f  a job or  go on to c o l le g e .
“Age s e l e c t i v i t y  is s trongest f o r  the ru ra l  popu la t ions .  For 
a l l  s ta te s  in the region (Montana in c lu d e d ) ,  between o n e - t h i r d  and 
o n e - h a l f  o f  the persons aged twenty to tw e n ty - fo u r  in i 960 had moved 
out o f  the rura l  areas during the previous d e c a d e . " ^
The trend o f  the younger people to o u t -m ig ra te  holds p a r t i c u l a r  
s ig n i f ic a n c e  f o r  the extremely  r u r a l ,  sparse ly  populated counties in 
Montana. As the ana lys is  is o u t l in e d  and the d i s t i n c t i o n  is made 
between the r e l a t i v e l y  urban and rura l  counties  in th is  s ta te  the 
index o f  aging should become in c re a s in g ly  useful  in g r a p h ic a l ly  demon-
^Skrabanek,  R . L . ,  A Decade o f  Populat ion Change in Texas , 
Texas A g r i c u l t u r a l  Experiment S t a t io n ,  Texas A&M U n i v e r s i t y ,  Col lege  
S t a t i o n ,  Texas, p. 19.
* °S ja a s t a d ,  Larry  A . ,  M ig ra t ion  and Populat ion Growth in 
the Upper Midwest: 1930 ~ I 9 6 0 , Study Paper #4,  Upper Midwest 
Economic Study,  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Minneapolis 14, Minnesota,  1962,  p . i i .
 ̂  ̂ i b i d ,  p . i i .
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s t r a t i n g  the aging trend o f  the populat ion caused by an o u t -m ig ra t io n  
o f  the younger people.
Sex Ratio  -  The sex r a t i o ,  as was implied e a r l i e r ,  is us ua l ly  
computed by d iv id in g  the t o t a l  number o f  females in to  the t o t a l  
number o f  males and m u l t ip ly in g  by some c onstant ,  u s u a l ly  1 ,000.
The r e s u l t  Is the number o f  males per 1,000 f e m a l e s . 12
This is the s implest measure o f  populat ion s t r u c tu r e  and yet  i t  is
one o f  the most u s e f u l .
The sex composit ion o f  any populat ion is a f f e c t e d  by past f e r ­
t i l i t y ,  m o r t a l i t y ,  and m ig r a t io n .  There are  more males than females  
conceived a t  b i r t h ,  w h i le  a f t e r  b i r t h ,  m o r t a l i t y  takes a h igher  t o l l  
o f  males than females u n t i l  in the o ld e r  ages the females f a r  o u t ­
number the males. In a d d i t i o n ,  the migra t ion  p a t te rn s  a ls o  d i f f e r  
between the sexes causing a d i s p a r i t y  in many areas o f  the country .
L i f e  in the t e r r i  to ry  named Montana began and s t i l l  begins w i th  
an excess o f  males.  I t  has been recorded th a t  there  were A38.6  males 
per 100 females in Montana in the year 1870. This four  to  one r a t i o  
was reduced to  a two to one r a t i o  by 1880 (256 .6  per 100) and by the  
time the turn  o f  the century  a r r iv e d  the sex r a t i o  had dec l ined  to  
I 6O .3 . During the years a f t e r  the F i r s t  World War, the sex r a t i o  
f e l l  to  about 120 and by 19^0 i t  had dropped c le a r  down to 1 l A . 8 . ^  
The d e c l in e  has continued since th a t  t ime and in 1950 the sex r a t i o  
was 109.8  and i t  has since dropped to 103-7 in I960 ,
A comparison o f  the n a t iona l  trends in sex composition and 
Montana's sex composit ion ind ica tes  th a t  th is  s t a t e  has had a very
, 2 Sex Ratio  -  Number o f  males x 10Q>
Number o f  females 
13Medows, P a u l , The People o f  Montana, A Report to the  
Montana S tudy , 19^5» U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Montana, Missoula ,  Montana.
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high r a t i o  from the beginning.  Even in 1920 the re  were 120.4 males 
f o r  every  100 females as compared w i th  the n a t iona l  f ig u re s  o f  only  
104. This discrepancy is even l a rg e r  i f  the ac tua l  rura l  populat ions  
are  examined. In 1920, 125*5 rura l  males were present f o r  every 100 
rura l  females .  The urban males a ls o  outnumbered the urban females 
but the discrepancy in th a t  case was g r e a t ly  diminished.
The sex r a t i o  fo r  the populat ion o f  the whole s t a t e  in 1930 was 
120, almost id e n t i c a l  w i th  th a t  found in 1920. The urban area o f  the 
s ta te  exper ienced a decrease in the proport ion  o f  males to females,  
w ith  the sex r a t i o  d e c l in in g  to  108.5* In 1930,  the ru ra l  areas had 
an increase in the propor t ion  of  males to females which pushed the  
sex r a t i o  up to  the h ighest  po in t  in t h i r t y  years ;  i t  reached 126 .3 .  
The actual  ru ra l  popula t ion  experienced a decrease during t h i s  per iod  
thus, i t  is apparent th a t  the females moved away in l a rg e r  numbers than 
did the males.  *̂*
The 1940 census manifested decreases in the sex r a t io s  to  114.8  
f o r  the t o t a l  Montana p o p u la t io n ,  102.7 f o r  the urban populat ion and 
122.9 f o r  the r u r a l .  This decrease continued during the 194 0 's and 
the sex r a t i o  had dropped to 109.9 by 1950. The ru ra l  sex r a t i o  in 
1950 dropped to 117 = 3 and the urban f e l l  to 1 0 1 . ^  By I9 6 0 ,  the sex 
r a t i o  f o r  the t o t a l  populat ion o f  Montana dropped to 103=8 and was 
only s l i g h t l y  above th a t  o f  the n a t io n ,  which was 97=1*
^ K r a e n z e l , Carl F . ,  "Montana's Populat ion Changes, 1920 
to 1950",  Montana S ta te  College A g r i c u l t u r a l  Experiment S ta t ion  
Bui l e t  i n s , B u l l e t i n  520,  June 1956.
^^ Ib i d , p . 18
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The census data in d ic a te  a s teady,  sometimes d ra m at ic ,  reduct ion
in the proport ions of  men and women down through the yea rs .  The
s in g le  outs tanding anomaly was the sex r a t i o  which occurred among the
rura l  populat ion o f  the s ta te  as i t  rose slowly fo l lo w in g  1920 w i th
the r i s e  la s t in g  u n t i l  sometime a f t e r  1930. The long range reduct ion
in the sex r a t i o  was to be expected as the s ta te  lo s t  i t s  pioneer
chara c te r  and was transformed in to  a more modern i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  and
organized reg ion .  But,  th e re  are in d ic a t io n s  t h a t  even a t  the present
time the ru ra l  pa r ts  o f  the s t a te  has a s i g n i f i c a n t l y  l a r g e r  popula-
16t io n  o f  males than do the ru ra l  parts  o f  the nat ion  as a whole.
In order to get a c lo se r  more c l e a r l y  defined examination o f  the 
popula t ion s t r u c tu r e  and the dynamics i t  r e f l e c t s ,  the u n i t  o f  i n ­
v e s t ig a t io n  f o r  th is  study is q u i te  sm al l ,  the county.  The census 
data is c o l le c te d  on a county basis and thus is r e a d i l y  amenable to  
th is  type o f  in v e s t i g a t i o n .  Many works o f  a s i m i l a r  nature  have 
u t i l i z e d  some type o f  r e g io n a l i z a t i o n  as a u n i t  o f  i n v e s t ig a t io n  in 
a d d i t io n  to the in d iv id u a l  c ount ies .  This method may poss ib ly  a id  
in the d i f f i c u l t  process o f  forming g e n e r a l i z a t io n s  from the large  
masses o f  census data accumulated f o r  a l l  f i f t y - s i x  count ies  but i t  
a lso  adds somewhat to the d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  The im­
por ta n t  d i s t i n c t i o n  to  be made fo r  the s t a te  o f  Montana is between the 
urban and the ru ra l  populat ions  and no matter  how the s t a t e  is d iv ided  
in to  regions one or  two major populat ion centers  f a l l  in each s ec t io n .  
Thus, f o r  the purpose o f  th is  s tudy,  the r e g io n a l i z a t i o n  technique is
16I b i d , p. 19-
1 2 .
discarded and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  is made on the basis o f  r e l a t i v e  popula­
t io n  dens i ty  o f  the var ious  count ies .
The changes in the age and sex d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  the index o f  aging,  
and the three  main age groups th a t  have occurred w i t h i n  the county and 
the s t a t e  f o r  the period o f  1930 to  I960 ,  are  analyzed by a comparison 
o f  the data a v a i l a b l e  f o r  each county w i th  t h a t  o f  the s t a t e .  Only 
obvious s i g n i f i c a n t  changes in the ,d i re c t  ion or  s iz e  o f  the increase  
o r  decrease are analyzed and in t e r p r e t e d .  This paper is an attempt  
a t  the study of  change, o f  the dynamics o f  popula t ion  change, not a 
simple t a b u la t io n  o f  popula t ion  s t a t i s t i c s  whose main purpose is to  
d e l in e a t e  s t r u c tu r e  and q u a n t i t y .
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CHAPTER I I  
POPULATION DYNAMICS
Three major phenomena in f lue nce  the composition o f  any popu la t io n .  
These phenomena are b i r t h ,  death and m ig ra t io n .  The f i r s t  two are  
b io lo g ic a l  events which are  i n e v i t a b le  but over which man has a t ta in e d  
some c o n t r o l .  The major method o f  c o n t r o l l i n g  b i r t h  is through con­
t r a c e p t io n .  By employing b i r t h  contro l  methods and through the 
u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  modern medical knowledge and technology,  man can,  to  a 
l im i t e d  degree,  contro l  the number o f  new b i r t h s  and can help those 
b i r t h s  th a t  do take place to l i v e  much longer than was once be l ieved  
p o ss ib le .  In every p o p u la t io n ,  the urban, the b e t t e r  educated,  and 
the more advanced groups accept and u t i l i z e  b i r t h  contro l  methods 
e a r l i e s t ,  most f r e q u e n t l y ,  and most e f f e c t i v e l y .  There is h igher  
f e r t i l i t y  in ru ra l  than in urban s e t t i n g s ,  higher  in small towns than 
in large c i t i e s . ^  These fa c ts  borne out by past research help to 
provide a base upon which g e n e r a l i z a t io n s  may be placed r e l a t i v e  to  
the popula t ion  s t r u c tu r e  and composit ion in Montana.
I f  there  were no o th e r  in te rv e n in g  v a r i a b l e s ,  the popula t ion  
pyramids o f  the rura l  counties  in Montana would show a d isp ro p o r ­
t io n a t e  s w e l l in g  a t  t h e i r  base caused by a high ra te  o f  f e r t i l i t y .
Most o f  Montana's p o p u la t io n ,  since the beginning,  has been rura l  and 
much o f  i t  has been rura l  farm. In a d d i t i o n ,  due to  the s t a t e ' s  r e l a ­
t i v e  i s o l a t i o n ,  much o f  the pop u la t io n ,  u n t i l  very r e c e n t l y ,  w i th  the  
advent o f  modern, s w i f t  t r a n s p o r ta t io n  and communication,  would not be
^ B e r e l s o n ,  Bernard and S t e in e r ,  Gary A . ,  Human Behavior, An 
Inventory o f  S c i e n t i f i c  F in d in g s , H arco ur t ,  Brace 6 World, I n c . ,  New 
Y o rk , p. 600.
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considered n e ar ly  as modern or  as wel l  educated as the popula t ion  in 
the more densely s e t t l e d  regions o f  the country .  And f i n a l l y ,  the  
towns and c i t i e s  th a t  did e x i s t ,  were not large  by any c r i t e r i a n  o ther  
than the i s o la t i o n  t h a t  surrounded them. These fa c to r s  should have 
combined to induce a high ra te  o f  f e r t i l i t y ,  causing a d is p r o p o r t io n ­
a te  number o f  very young among the p o pu la t ion .  This expected pro-
1 8pensi ty  toward h igher  f e r t i l i t y  has been demonstrated , '  but o ther  
fa c to rs  have in te rvened to  lessen i t s  in f luence  upon the o v e r a l l  
s t r u c tu r e  o f  the p o p u la t io n .  One o f  these important in te rve n ing  
v a r ia b le s  is th a t  a b i l i t y  which has grown out o f  man's increased medi­
cal knowledge to make people l i v e  longer .  This continued trend has 
tended to increase the propor t ion  o f  o ld  among the populat ion o f  the  
s t a t e .  The l a r g e r  number o f  dependent aged now tend to  d imin ish the  
r e l a t i v e  importance,  q u a n t i t a t i v e l y  speaking,  th a t  would l o g i c a l l y  
have been taken by the large  numbers o f  very young caused by high  
f e r t i l i t y .  Thus, i t  is now e s tab l ish ed  th a t  the populat ions o f  Montana 
co u n t ie s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  the rura l  c ount ies ,  have o r d in a r i  ly  had h$i  fertility 
r a t io s  in conjunct ion w i th  a c o n t in u a l l y  d e c l in in g  m o r t a l i t y  r a t e .  
These two forces tend to  o f f s e t  each o ther  r e l a t i v e  to in f lu e n c in g  the  
age composit ion o f  the popu la t ion .
The t h i r d  major f a c t o r  in f lu en c in g  the composit ion o f  the popu­
l a t i o n  is th a t  o f  m ig ra t io n .  This v a r i a b l e  has a much g r e a t e r  i n f l u ­
ence on both the age and the sex composit ion o f  the popula t ion than do 
the two previous f a c t o r s ,  b i r t h  and death.  M igra t io n  has played a
I8s te vens ,  Timothy E . ,  A Study in the Changing Age and Sex 
D i s t r i b u t i o n  and F e r t i l i t y  o f  the Montana Populat ion by Count ies , 1940 
to 1960,  1965, Unpublished Maste r 's  t h e s i s , U n iv e r s l t y  o f  Montana.
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major ro le  in shaping the popula t ion  o f  Montana's count ies .  I t  is a 
socia l  process,  not an i n e v i t a b l e  b io lo g ic a l  occurrence,  and hence, is 
more e a s i l y  in f luenced by socia l  trends.
Montana, due to i t s  f r o n t i e r  s ta t u s ,  fo r  many y ea rs ,  was inundated 
by immigrants from o th e r  par ts  o f  the nat ion  and from fo re ign  lands.
This long h is t o r y  o f  immigration has d r a s t i c a l l y  in f luenced the popu­
l a t i o n  composition and s t r u c tu r e  down through the years .  I t  has been 
e s tab l is h e d  th a t  the very e a r l y  waves o f  immigrants u s u a l ly  consis t  o f  
young, hea l thy  males and the pa t te rns  o f  the e a r l y  immigrations in to  
the s ta te  d id  not d ev ia te  from th is  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n . ^
The sex r a t i o  in Montana was d r a s t i c a l l y  in f luenced by th is  phe­
nomenon. When the census data are  s p l i t  in to  n a t iv e -b o rn  and fo r e ig n -  
born p o p u la t ions ,  the sex r a t i o  in Montana is even more unbalanced.
There were 111.7 n a t iv e -b o rn  males in 1940 to every  100 females.  In the 
same year there were 147-1 fo re ign -born  males per 100 fem a les . ^
Montana drew people from a l l  over the world during these periods  
o f  a c t iv e  immigrat ion.  Bu t te ,  around the turn o f  the c en tury ,  received  
more spec ia l  a t t e n t i o n  in the U.S.  Census ta b u la t io n s  than any o ther  
c i t y  in the s t a t e  because i t s  populat ion consis ted o f  such a high pro­
p o r t io n  o f  fo re ig n -b o rn  immigrants.  The f o r e ig n -b o r n ,  as a group, are
d e c l in in g  now and as would be expected in any im m ig ran t - rece iv ing  s t a t e ,  
#
the sex r a t i o  has a lso  s t e a d i l y  d e c l in e d ,  only in p a r t  due to th is  
phenomenon.
^ B e r e ls o n  and S t e i n e r ,  op . ci t . , p. 592 
20 Medows, P a u l , The People o f  Montana, A Report to the Montana 
Study , 1945, U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Montana, Missoula ,  Montana.
1 6 .
A f r o n t i e r  s t a t e ,  as was Montana in i t s  e a r l i e r  days,  is c e r t a i n
to  have a heterogeneous p o pu la t ion .  There was a high p ropor t ion  o f
people from the Scandinavian countr ies  r i v a l l e d  by a heavy c o n t r ib u t io n
from the B r i t i s h  I s l e s .  There were a lso  s iz e a b le  representa t ions  from
Eastern and Southern Europe. The source o f  the immigrant and the t ime
period during which he a r r iv e d  in the country  tended to  determine where
he s e t t l e d  and t h i s ,  in t u r n ,  had a great  in f luence  on the sex r a t i o
21and the age s t r u c tu r e  o f  the re ce iv ing  areas .
"The set t lem ent  p a t te rn  in Montana has been g r e a t ly  in f luenced by 
the c harac te r  o f  the technologica l  development o f  Montana resources.
The P lacer  Mines a t t r a c t e d  Germans and, a t  the beginning ,  the copper 
mines in Butte drew the Germans, the I r i s h ,  Welsh and Cornish.  L a t e r ,  
there  were workers from the Balkans,  I t a l y  and F in land .  Anaconda and 
Great F a l ls  depended a t  f i r s t  on Scandinavian and I r i s h  workers and 
l a t e r  on laborers  from the Balkans.  The coal mines are  now worked by 
the I r i s h ,  Poles and I t a l i a n s .  Montana cat t lemen have been predomin­
a n t l y  English and Scotch.  The dry land farmers have been la r g e ly  
Scandinavian.  The var ious  o th e r  groups are  o f te n  found in small clusters 
throughout the s t a t e .
These separate  s e t t le m e n ts ,  the time periods in which they have 
grown, the industry  which was involved,  and the n a t i o n a l i t y  o f  the  
var ious immigrant groups have h e a v i ly  in f luenced the sex r a t io s  and the 
age d i s t r i b u t i o n s  o f  the re c e iv in g  counties down through the years .
2 1 1 b id , p. 12
^Medows, Pau l ,  The People o f  Montana, op . ci t . ,  pp. 15~16
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I t  is an accepted g e n e r a l i z a t io n  th a t  more males than females 
migrate  to  a new f r o n t i e r  a rea ,  to the unknown hazards o f  a fo re ign  
c i t y  or country ,  and th a t  the sex r a t i o  goes down as the new area becomes 
a place o f  s u f f i c i e n t  f a m i l i a r i t y  to  enable  the men to br ing  t h e i r  wives 
and sweethearts .  A l l  m igra t in g  forces are or  have been sex and, to a 
l esser  e x t e n t ,  age s e l e c t i v e . ^
The migra t ion  forces th a t  shaped Montana were no d i f f e r e n t .  Mi ­
g ra t io n  g e n e ra l ly  involves a c e r t a in  amount o f  adjustment a t  the  
d e s t in a t io n  and young people are  u s u a l ly  b e t t e r  able to  make the ad­
jus tment .  But,  by the same token,  the younger people are  a ls o  more 
l i a b l e  to move away from t h e i r  d e s t in a t io n  sooner than would o ld e r  
people.  Young people a re  g e n e ra l ly  more mobile.
Young people are  more mobile because they have not yet  found a 
permanent j o b ,  they are s t i l l  searching f o r  a permanent s ta tus  and ro le  
o c cu p a t io n a l ly  and they are more prone to be w i l l i n g  to move to  f in d  i t .
Women are g e n e ra l ly  less mobile than men but th is  f a c t o r  has been 
lessening in the past few years .  G e n e ra l ly ,  the female p a r t  o f  the 
popula t ion  is mobile f o r  s h o r te r  distances but not f o r  longer ones.
They are  mobile i f  fewer adjustments a t  the d e s t in a t io n  are w a i t in g  to 
be made, or  i f  someone known to  them is w a i t in g  to be o f  some help  
during the adjustment p e r io d .  One reason the sex r a t i o s  are le v e l in g  
o f f  is tha t  women are  a lso  becoming very mobile in the younger age 
groups. The adjustments th a t  have to be made, in contemporary t imes,  
are q u i te  minor compared to those which had to  be made years ago. The
^ V o n  H e n t ig , Hans, "The Sex R a t io ,  A B r i e f  Discussion Based on 
U.S. Census F ig u re s ,"  Socia l  Forces , 1952, Vo l .  30,  pp
18 .
t r a v e l  Is s im p le r ,  more s e rv ic e s ,  p r o t e c t i o n ,  and ne ce s s i t ie s  are pro­
vided enroute and a t  the d e s t in a t io n  now than was the case in the past
and the ro le  d e f i n i t i o n  which determines acceptable  socia l  behavior  fo r  
females has become less V i c t o r i a n .  The female can now move to a strange  
c i t y ,  l i v e  alone among these s t ra n g e rs ,  fu nc t ion  w i t h i n  an occupational  
framework which a l lows her to earn a decent l i v i n g ,  and to  s o c i a l i z e  
f r e e l y  w i thout  having to  worry about scorn and informal c a s t ig a t io n  she 
would have received in years past .
Comparisons o f  the sex r a t io s  from the time th a t  Montana f i r s t
became a s t a t e  to the present  in d ic a te  th a t  the sex composit ion o f  the 
s t a t e  was d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t e d  by i t s  p ioneer ing  s tage.  Changes in the  
sex composition o f  the populat ion were a d i r e c t  r e s u l t  o f  the movement 
in to  and out o f  the s ta te  by populat ions which were predominantly male 
in composit ion.  Even as l a t e  as 1920, along w i th  o ther  western s t a t e s ,  
Montana s t i l l  manifested a s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h igher  sex r a t i o .  This s i t u ­
a t io n  was s t i l l  under the in f luence  o f  the e a r l i e r  p ioneer ing stage in 
which there  was a t y p ic a l  preponderance o f  males.  There has s ince  been 
a constant reduct ion in the proport ion  o f  men to women. Such a reduction
is to be expected as the s ta te s  lose t h e i r  pioneer charac te r  and move on
*? Lto a more i n d u s t r i a l ,  urban basi s .
This pioneer per iod was a lso  t y p i f i e d  by a large  proport ion  o f  men 
from the younger ages.  M ig ra t ion  kept the popula t ion  from achiev ing  a 
balanced sex and age composit ion.  The excess o f  males and o f  younger 
people would have died o f f  i f  m igrat ion  had not been so a c t iv e  during  
the per iod fo l lo w in g  the f r o n t i e r  years .  The sex r a t i o  o f  Montana would
2**Kraenzel , oja, ci t .
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have leve led  o f f  a t  a f i f t y - f i f t y  balance and the age composition o f  the 
populat ion would have s ta r te d  resembling a symmetrical  pyramid i f  i t  had 
not been f o r  the c onstan t ly  s h i f t i n g  migra t ion  p a t te rn s .
Out-migra t ion  seems to have occurred in conjunct ion w i th  in -m ig r a ­
t io n  throughout the h i s t o r y  o f  Montana. These movements have f lu c tu a te d  
w ith  the changing times and economic fo r tu n e s .  There have been periods  
o f  tremendous in -m ig ra t io n  due to  new gold f inds or  ac c e le ra te d  con­
s t r u c t io n  in heavy in d u s t ry ,  and there  have been hardship p e r io d s ,  l i k e  
the depression e r a ,  when o u t -m ig ra t io n  was l a rg e r  than in -m ig r a t io n .
Past studies support the idea th a t  m igra t ion  is l a r g e ly  a search 
f o r  b e t t e r  income o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  In a d d i t i o n ,  ru ra l  o u t - m ig r a t i o n ,  
since the 1930 's ,  has been a r e s u l t  o f  a nationwide a g r i c u l t u r a l  a d j u s t ­
ment. This movement is not unique to the ru ra l  parts  o f  Montana, but 
i t  is  f e l t  here more severe ly  because we had so few people to s t a r t  
w i t h .  Any small de p le t io n  o f  an a lready  s l im  populat ion base is r e f l e c ­
ted in d r a s t i c a l l y  changed p ropor t ions .  A m igrat ion  o f  a s i m i l a r  s ize  
from an urban area would hard ly  be not iced  and would b a re ly  be r e f l e c t e d  
in the s t a t i s t i c s .
The nat iona l  d e c l in e  in farm popula t ion is a phenomenon whose 
exis tence  has long been e s t a b l is h e d .  I t  is both a cause and a conse­
quence of economic growth.  Great te chn ica l  advances in the past decade 
have f reed  m i l l i o n s  in the ru ra l  areas to migrate  in to  the urban areas  
to f i l l  vacancies in n o n - a g r ic u l t u r a l  employment
For the country as a whole,  the major movements have been from the
25
Sjaas tad ,  o j j . ci t , ,  p .  31
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East to the West, from the South to the North ,  from the rura l  to the 
urban and from “o ld  indus try"  to “new" in d u s t ry .  The pa t te rns  o f  migra­
t io n  which have taken place in Montana have been very s i m i l a r  to the  
nat iona l  p a t t e r n s .  There has been a general  movement o f  people from 
Eastern Montana to Western Montana, from the dry land farming counties  
in Southern and Eastern Montana to the moisture count ies s i t u a t e d  in 
the Northwest p o r t io n  o f  the s t a t e ,  and from the a g r i c u l t u r a l  counties
to those counties  which o f f e r  employment in business and indus try .
>
One o f  the most important c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  the o u t -m ig ra t io n  
seems to  be the high p ropor t ion  o f  females,  and younger people included  
in th is  movement. The migra t ion  o f  the female popula t ion  is motivated  
by the f a c t  th a t  urban areas always have more s u i t a b le  employment and 
socia l  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  fo r  the female than do the ru ra l  a reas .  Many types 
o f  work found in the urban areas o f  the country not found in the ru ra l  
parts  o f  the nat ion  are p a r t i c u l a r l y  s u i te d  to women. The 1930 census 
ind ica ted  tha t  females working as a t tendants  and c le rks  in various types 
o f  dry good r e t a i l  s to res  outnumbered men by n e a r ly  two to  one. Nearly  
a l l  s tenographers ,  t y p i s t s ,  and telephone operators  were women, over  
f ive-sixths o f  the teachers and a vast m a jo r i t y  o f  the workers in candy,  
c ig a r  and tobacco f a c t o r i e s ,  c lo th in g  in d u s t r ie s  and k n i t t i n g  mi l l s  were 
women. Many women fresh in the c i t y  from the ru ra l  countryside  were 
able  to f in d  employment outs ide  o f  the home in l a u n d r ie s ,  r e s t a u r e n t s , 
h o t e l s ,  and in domestic or  personal serv ice  o f  one kind or  another .  In 
the rura l  areas there  was much less o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  the female to  f in d  
employment ou ts ide  the home aside  from the menial chores common to the 
farm. I f  the women in the rura l  s e t t i n g  were not ab le  to  f in d  happiness
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in the housekeeping,  mothering ro le  forced upon them by the local  custom, 
they had l i t t l e  recourse.  The woman o f  the c i t y  had more freedom, th is
being one o f  the major a t t r a c t i o n s  th a t  p u l led  the females out o f  the
7 Arura l  areas and in to  the c i t y .
Out-m igra t ion  has a lso  involved a considerab ly  large  p ropor t ion  o f  
o ld e r  people ( those 55 years and o ld e r )  from the years between 1920 to
I960 .  This movement involved both males and females,  except th a t  there  
was less o u t - m ig ra t io n  o f  males in the decade 19^0 to  1950. The census 
populat ion fo r  these t ime spans was lower p ro p o r t io n a te ly  f o r  the o ld e r  
groups than could have been expceted i f  no migrat ion  had taken p l a c e . ^  
Many o ld e r  r e t i r e d  people ,  a t  le a s t  those who are  f i n a n c i a l l y  s o lv e n t ,  
move to  warmer and more e n joyab le  c l im ates  f o r  t h e i r  re t i re m e n t  years .  
Y et ,  even though th is  m igra t ion  o f  the o ld e r  sectors  o f  the popula t ion  
involves large  numbers, Montana's popula t ion  s t i l l  manifests an aging  
trend due to the even g r e a t e r  numbers o f  young people moving out o f  the 
s t a t e .  This trend w i l l  become even more apparent as the populat ion  
a n a ly s is  develops l a t e r  in th is  paper.
The in -m ig ra t io n  movement has e s s e n t i a l l y  been dominated by males,  
young males.  These people are  a t t r a c t e d  by the fa rming,  mining and 
lumbering in d u s tr ie s  o f  the s t a t e .  There is very l i t t l e  a t t r a c t i o n  fo r  
women to these in d u s t r ies  and many o f  these jobs are seasonal o r  c y c l i ­
cal and thus only s in g le  males are  a t t r a c t e d  because o f  t h e i r  g r e a t e r  
mob i 1 i t y .
^ T h o m p s o n ,  Warren S . ,  and P.K.  Welpton,  Populat ion Trends in the  
United S t a t e s , New York: McGraw H i l l  Book Company, I n c . ,  1933*
^^Kraenze l , op. ci t .
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The in -m ig ra t io n  o f  young males in to  the s t a t e  has decl ined during  
recent years because o f  the slow growth in heavy in d u s t r ie s  o f  the s t a t e .  
Farming no longer requires  many h i red  hands, u s u a l ly  c o ns is t ing  o f  young 
males, and the lumber industry  is becoming more and more mechanized.
The few young males generated by the small ( in  real  number) na tura l  in ­
crease o f  the s ta te  are  more than enough to  f i l l  vacant jobs developed 
by i t s  s lowly  expanding in d u s try .  There is much less o ppor tu n i ty  here  
fo r  the young males than in the o th e r  f a s t e r  growing sections  o f  the 
country and thus, the in -m ig r a t io n  o f  th is  segment o f  the p opu la t ion ,  
during  the past few y ea rs ,  has become almost i n s i g n i f i c a n t  in numbers.
The populat ion trend demonstrated by a comparison o f  the sex r a t io s  
based on the census populat ions f o r  the counties from 1900 to  I960 ,  can 
be accounted f o r  in one o f  two ways; e i t h e r  the males have been m ig ra t ­
ing to Montana in l a rg e r  numbers than females o r  there  has been an 
exodus o f  a l a r g e r  propor t ion  o f  the female p opu la t ion .  A combination  
o f  both trends is l i k e l y  to have been the case.  While the l a t t e r  is 
probably the most important.  The m etropo l i tan  regions o f  the n a t io n ,  as 
was s ta ted  e a r l i e r ,  draw females to  t h e i r  populat ions  a t  a higher  ra te  
than males.  The war years accentuated th is  movement drawing women to  
the i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  centers  in performance o f  t h e i r  p a t r i o t i c  du t ie s  and 
in search o f  h igher  wages. As the s t a t e  lo s t  i t s  p ioneer  image, fewer  
young men were a t t r a c t e d  to  i t ,  w h i le  the women in the rura l  areas l e f t  
in ever  increasing numbers. And, f i n a l l y ,  the tendency o f  the young of  
both sexes to leave a s lowly  growing area f o r  the excitement and oppor­
t u n i t y  o f  the f a s t  moving c i t i e s  a l l  add up to in d ic a te  why the sex 
composit ion and age s t r u c t u r e  o f  Montana's popula t ion  is what i t  is
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t o d a y .2®
The migra t ion  o f  popula t ion  in and out o f  Montana, in r e l a t i o n  to  
i t s  n a tu ra l  increase during the past ye a rs ,  makes an i n t e r e s t i n g ,  a l ­
though not always c l e a r l y  d e f i n i t i v e ,  s t o r y .  Montana's populat ion in ­
creased during  the per iod before  the F i r s t  World War a t  a ra te  in close  
proport ion  w i th  th a t  o f  the res t  o f  the country .  The f i r s t  important
d e v ia t io n  in Montana's ra te  o f  growth came in the 1920 's when the s ta te
29
d i d n ' t  gain in popu la t io n ,  u n l ik e  o ther  s ta te s  in the Union.
Since 1920, Western and Northern Montana, inc lud ing such count ies  
as F la thead ,  G l a c i e r ,  Pondera,  Toole and L in c o ln ,  have gained in popu­
l a t i o n ,  u s u a l ly  a t  the expense o f  t h e i r  neighbors.  The dryland country  
in the c e n t ra l  and southern par ts  o f  Montana are the areas which have 
s u f fe red  tremendous losses since the " tw e n t ie s " .  This same block of  
counties los t  a t  lea s t  f i f t e e n  percent o f  i t s  populat ion during  the ten 
year  per iod  between 1920 and 1930. This block begins w i th  G a r f i e l d  in 
the east  and includes Mineral  in the west.  A number o f  western c o u n t ie s ,  
from R a v a l l i  in the south to  G lac ie r  and Toole in the north  enjoyed i n ­
creases of  populat ion during th is  per iod o f  t ime. Along w i th  those 
a lready  mentioned, four  southeastern and seven northeastern  counties  
a lso  gained in p o p u la t ion .30
The ten year  per iod fo l lo w in g  1930 experienced a severe depression  
which caused the land to wi tness an ex tens ive  mass m ig ra t io n .  This 
migrat io n  was nothing new, i t  was j u s t  strengthened and pushed to  t i ­
2 8 I b i d , p. 13
29Medows, Oja. ci t . , p. 5
3 ° I b i d ,  p . 6.
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t a n ic  proport ions during th is  per iod .  The western c o u n t ie s ,  w i th  the 
except ion o f  Powel l ,  Deer Lodge and S ive r  Bow, again showed increases in 
p opu la t ion .  Host o f  the eastern counties  had severe losses due to bad 
markets and poor weather and s t range ly  enough o th e r  eastern counties  
had increases.  V a l l e y , w i t h  an increase o f  35.8%, Yel lowstone w i th  33.8% 
and Big Horn w i th  22% were the three easte rn  counties which showed the
•3 1
l a rg e s t  gains during th is  per io d .
"Throughout both post-war  decades, a large number o f  Montanans,  
' b u r n t - o u t 1 or 'b lo w n - o u t ' ,  as they put i t  in eastern Montana, moved to  
the mountain v a l le y s  o f  the western p a r t  o f  the s t a t e :  F la the ad ,  Sanders,  
M in e r a l ,  Missoula ,  R a v a l l i  counties became t h e i r  new home. And up along  
the border ,  ' th e  high l i n e ' ,  G lac ie r  county w i th  i t s  o i l  development led  
the l i s t  w i th  a percentage net gain o f  7 0 . 5%."3^
Since 19^5, the gross m igrat ion  trends implied in the above m ate r ia l  
have progressed in the same general  d i r e c t i o n s .  The people have been 
moving o f f  the farms o f  easte rn  and rura l  Montana in to  the c i t i e s  in the 
western par t  o f  the s t a te  o r  out o f  the s t a te  a l t o g e t h e r  to more populous 
areas .  There is evidence to  in d ic a te  th a t  the only  count ies which are  
growing in populat ion are those which conta in  large  government i n s t a l l a ­
t ions  o f  one type o r  another .  B i l l i n g s  and Great F a l ls  grew r a p id ly  in 
the years a f t e r  19^5; a lso  in t h i s  category was Missoula which manifested  
enough growth to o f f s e t  the loss experienced by B u t t e , 33
3 1 1b id , p. 7 
3 ^ l b i d , p, 10
33s j  aas tad ,  op. c i t , ,  p. 28
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In order  to have a f u l l e r  understanding o f  the migra t ion  which 
takes place w i t h i n  the s t a t e ,  c h ara c te r iz e d  by two general movements, 
one o f  which is from the farm to the c i t y  and the o ther  from the e a s t ­
ern p a r t  o f  the s ta te  to the western ,  a short  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  the topo­
graphy and the economic base o f  the d i f f e r e n t  sec tions o f  the s t a t e  is 
necessary,  A d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th is  type should help c l a r i f y  the reasons 
f o r  these in t racounty  m ig ra t io n s .
"The eastern slope of  the Rocky Mountains roughly d iv ides  Montana 
in to  two d i s t i n c t  p a r ts .  To the west and n o r th ,  topography l i m i t s  
set t lements  to c e r t a i n  mountain v a l le y s  and p la tea u s .  People are  en­
gaged in min ing,  logging and r e la te d  in d u s t r ies  and in r e l a t i v e l y  i n ­
tens ive  farming and ranching on the v a l l e y  f l o o r s .  These f a c t o r s ,  plus
the topography make f o r  an i s l a n d - l i k e  s c a t t e r  and a r e l a t i v e l y  concen-
■af.
t r a t e d  p a t te rn  o f  populat ion s e t t l e m e n t . "
"The p la ins  a re a ,  on the o th e r  hand, is one o f  in tens iv e  farming  
on s t r i p s  o f  i r r i g a t e d  land border ing some r i v e r s .  Other than o i l  and 
gas e x t r a c t i o n  and coal m in ing ,  there  is l i t t l e  in the way o f  industry  
in the p l a i n s . "35
Without f u r t h e r  increased expansion o f  the s t a t e ' s  heavy industry  
there  is l i t t l e  hope o f  r e t a in i n g  the young w i th in  our borders.  The 
young males p u l led  from the s t a t e  f i r s t  because o f  m i l i t a r y  duty or  
s p e c ia l i z e d  schooling seldom r e tu r n .  The females ,  in t u r n ,  f in d  th a t  
they must fo l lo w  in order  to  ob ta in  th is  same s p e c ia l i z e d  t r a i n i n g  or  
a f t e r  having obta ined the t r a i n i n g  w i t h in  the s t a t e  they must leave in 
ord er  to work in t h e i r  chosen f i e l d s .  In a d d i t i o n ,  both the young males
3^Kraenze l , op. c i t . ,  p. 35
3 5 i b i d ,  p. 36
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and females are lured to o th e r  areas by the promise o f  bigger and b e t t e r  
th in g s ,  more money, more romance, more o p p o r tu n i ty .
The o ld e r  people lea ve ,  i f  they can,  a f t e r  re t i rem e n t  searching  
f o r  an e a s i e r ,  m i lder  c l im a t e .  They go to  l i v e  and spend the re s t  o f  
t h e i r  re t i rem e nt  years in the southern or  coasta l  regions o f  the country  
where the elements are  f r i e n d l i e r ,  where the na tu ra l  environment is less 
strenuous.
I t  is est imated th a t  the s ta te  has been los ing popula t ion  since
1961. The l a t e s t  es t im a te  o f  the t o t a l  popula t ion f o r  the s t a te  is 
693 ,000 .  This es t im ate  is down e ig h t  thousand from the previous Census 
Bureau f i g u r e s . 36 Not on ly  must there  be few people moving in to  the  
s t a t e  from o uts ide  reg io ns ,  but there  have to  be large  numbers o f  people 
moving out o f  the s t a t e .  Montana is even los ing i t s  n a tu ra l  increase.
36Populat  Ion Estimates Comp i 1ed by the Bureau o f  Business and 
Economic Research, U n iv e r s i t y  o f  Montana, Missou la ,  1968
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CHAPTER I I I 
HYPOTHESES
Trends in populat ion changes and s t r u c t u r a l  compositions of  
segments o f  the whole popula t ion  can be p red ic ted  from p r e e x is t in g  
s t r u c t u r a l  p a t te rn s  and dynamics. Through examinat ion o f  a popula­
t i o n ' s  past c o n f ig u r a t io n s ,  in r e l a t i o n  to events which can be caus­
a l l y  l inked to  t h e i r  occurrence,  a b e t t e r  understanding o f  fu tu re  
events can take shape. The purpose o f  t h i s  paper is to i l lu m in a t e  
some o f  the causal events which have shaped and proded Montana's  
populat ion through i t s  ponderous and sometimes e x c i t i n g  changes. I t  
is always best when one appraoches a task o f  t h is  s o r t  to make e x p l i ­
c i t l y  c le a r  what is expected to  be found. The fo l lo w in g  hypotheses 
are those major phenomena which th is  paper is w r i t t e n  to in v e s t ig a t e .
I .  The sex r a t i o  w i l l  de c l ine  as the percent  o f  urban populat ion  
w i t h in  the s t a t e  increases.
For the s t a t e  as a whole,  the sex r a t i o  w i l l  be h ighest  f o r  the  
1930 census f ig u re s  and w i l l  subsequently decrease a t  a decreasing ra te  
u n t i l  in I960 i t  w i l l  only  be a few points  above the na t iona l  average.  
This trend is hypothesized f o r  the whole s t a t e  and not f o r  in d iv id u a l  
count ies .  Although the phenomenon should g e n e ra l ly  hold t rue  f o r  a 
m a jo r i t y  o f  the counties as t h e i r  urban populat ions increase ,  there  
w i l l  be anomalies which w i l l  be s i t u a t i o n a l  in nature  and which w i thout  
f u r t h e r  in -depth  in v e s t ig a t io n  could not be a c c u ra te ly  p re d ic te d .
S i l v e r  Bow County would probably be a good example o f  a county which 
has undoubtedly had a high percent o f  urban dwe l le rs  from the e a r l y  
days but would probably manifest  a high sex r a t i o  up u n t i l  recent times
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due to  the large  numbers o f  immigrants a t t r a c t e d  to the county and by 
i t s  heavy concentra t ion  o f  mining industry .  There are  probably o ther  
examples which would a ls o  re q u i re  more in te n s iv e  i n v e s t ig a t io n  before  
any meaningfu l ,  s p e c i f i c  hypothesis re la te d  to  t h e i r  sex r a t i o s  could 
be made. However, the above-s ta ted hypothesis should hold t ru e  i f  prog-  
nost igated  f o r  the t o t a l  s t a t e  populat ion on ly .
This hypothesis is r e la te d  to the trend a l ready  noted in past popu­
l a t io n  research which has in ves t ig a ted  the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  f r o n t i e r  
areas .  Indeed, included as a par t  o f  the d e f i n i t i o n  o f  the concept 
termed " f r o n t i e r  image" is the r e l a t i v e l y  high sex r a t i o .  As the re ­
gion becomes less f r o n t i e r  and more s e t t l e d ,  the sex r a t i o  goes down.
In conjunct ion w i th  t h i s  f a l l  o f  the proport ion  of  males to females 
goes a lso  the d e c l in e  in the proport ion  of  ru ra l  popula t ion  w i t h in  the 
area which was once considered a f r o n t i e r  r e g io n . 37 The two trends  
are c au s a l ly  l inked in some manner and thus the hypothesis should 
prove to  hold t ru e  in the case o f  Montana's p opu la t ion .  This s ta te  
was once a f r o n t i e r  a re a ,  i t  has since los t  much o f  i t s  f r o n t i e r  image, 
i t  has become more urbanized and has re c e n t ly  acquired the s ta tus  o f  
possessing a m a jo r i t y  o f  urban d w e l le rs  w i t h in  i t s  borders.  Thus,  the 
sex r a t i o  must a lso  have s t e a d i l y  dec l ined in r e l a t i o n  to these t e l l i n g  
t r e n d s .
Trends toward u rb a n iz a t io n  which have been so obvious throughout  
the na t ion  have a lso  been tak ing  place in Montana even though the local  
trend has been growing a t  what s u p e r f i c i a l l y  appears to be a slower  
r a t e .  In 1950, the percent  urban in Montana was ^3*65% as compared to
37Landis,  op . ci t . ,  p. 13
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the n a t iona l  f i g u r e  o f  64%. Montana's percent urban in 1950 had 
a c t u a l l y  jumped s ix  po ints  from the 1940 f i g u r e  o f  37.8% urban. This  
ra te  had r isen  four  percentage points  from the 1930 percent urban 
which was 33-64%. In I9 6 0 ,  Montana a c t u a l l y  found th a t  the m a jo r i ty  
o f  i t s  populat ion was defined as urban, 50.16%. During the same time 
p e r io d ,  from 1930 to I 9 60 , the n a t io n a l  populat ion gained only  fourteen  
percent in the proport ion  o f  its populat ion considered as urban w h i le  
the S ta te  o f  Montana gained seventeen percen t .  Thus, the percent o f  
urban populat ion in Montana has a c t u a l l y  gained a t  a f a s t e r  ra te  than 
the na t ion  as a whole.  This ra te  o f  urban growth should accentuate the 
trend p red ic ted  in the f i r s t  hypothesis .
I I .  The sex r a t i o  w i l l  not vary ap p rec ia b ly  from the natiorfs  
average in count ies which appear in the upper q u a r t i l e  o f  the popula­
t io n  dens i ty  range.
The sex r a t io s  have been observed to be h ighest  in the rura l  
areas of  th is  country .  R e la t iv e  to  Montana, no county w i th  a popula­
t io n  densi ty  which is found in the upper q u a r t i l e  range can be consid­
ered predominately  ru ra l  in c h a ra c te r .  A large  proport ion  o f  the 
females as they migrate  from the very  ru ra l  sections  o f  th is  s ta te  may 
s e t t l e ,  f o r  a t  le a s t  a short  t im e ,  in the popula t ion  centers  located  
c loses t  to  t h e i r  o r i g i n a t i n g  p o in ts .  B i l l i n g s ,  Missoula ,  Great F a l ls  
and the o ther  l a rg e r  towns in Montana should consti tute " in te rve n in g  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s . "  The m a jo r i t y  o f  the counties in Montana have populat ion  
d e n s i t ie s  which do not r i s e  above three  or four  people per square m i le .  
The remaining counties w i th  the higher popula t ion  d e n s i t ie s  are  s c a t ­
tered from 10.3 people per square m i le  f o r  G a l l a t i n  County to 6 4 .9  f o r
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S i l v e r  Bow County ( S i l v e r  Bow is a small county w i th  one of  the la rg e s t  
m etropo l i tan  areas in the s ta te  contained w i th in  i t s  borders,  thus,  
o r i g i n a t e s  i t s  d e c e p t iv e ly  dense popula t ion f i g u r e . ) .
A great  deal o f  past research and the r e s u l t in g  theory  can 
be found to s u b s ta n t ia te  t h i s  hypothesis.  Past research had documented 
the apparent f a c t  th a t  in the United States the ru ra l  to urban migra­
t io n  in recent  years has been predominantly f e m a l e . ^  There is good 
reason to  b e l ie v e  th is  trend has a lso  been a c t iv e  in Montana in d i r e c t  
r e l a t i o n  to  i t s  growing ra te  o f  u rb a n iza t io n  and na tura l  populat ion  
increase.  During the very  e a r l y  years not on ly  d id  the lad ies  neg lec t  
to migrate  to Montana in numbers comparable to the male immigrants,  
but they a ls o ,  when having the good fo r tune  to  have been a n a t iv e  o f  
the g rea t  s t a t e ,  were u s u a l ly  t ry in g  very hard to  gain passage to the 
l a r g e r ,  more romantic c i t i e s  in the o ther  par ts  o f  the country before  
they had reached t h e i r  tw e n t ie th  b i r th d a y .  This passage to freedom,  
of course,  did not always take place but a s i g n i f i c a n t  number o f  them 
emmigrated and as a r e s u l t ,  the sex r a t i o  was kept i n f l a t e d  f o r  years  
u n t i l  Montana's own c i t i e s  had grown large  enough to a t t r a c t  a few of  
i t s  own lad ies  from the surrounding ru ra l  a reas .
As has been ind ica ted  e a r l i e r  in th is  paper ,  females can f in d  
l i t t l e  w i th  which to occupy themselves around the f a r m  aside from 
housework and l i g h t  chores in the yard .  The real o p p o r tu n i t ie s  l i e
^ U n i t e d  N at ions ,  Department o f  Social  Affai rs ,  Populat ion D iv is ion ,  
The Determinants and Consequences o f  Populat ion Trends, Popu1 a t io n  
S tu d ies ,  #17 ,  New York,  1953,  p. 302.
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in the c i t i e s ,  There the young female can a t tend  c o l le g e ,  hold down 
a b e t t e r  paying j o b ,  be c lo se r  to the i n t e r e s t in g  and e x c i t i n g  things  
which are  assoc iated w i th  romance in the mass media and f i n a l l y ,  
possib ly  the most important f a c t  is th a t  the c i t y  is where most o f  
the young e l i g i b l e  males are  re s id in g .
The i n t e r e s t in g  aspect o f  the above hypothesis is th a t  even 
though a county w i th  a popula t ion  densi ty  as low as ten people per 
square mi le  can be considered to possess an urban c harac te r  r e l a t i v e  
to  i t s  more sparse ly  populated neighbors,  i t s  popula t ion dens i ty  does 
not even begin to  approach the na t iona l  average o f  50 .5  people per  
square m i le .  Yet ,  i t  has been hypothesized here th a t  Montana's "urban"  
county w i l l  not have a sex r a t i o  which v a r ie s  a g re a t  deal from the 
n at iona l  average,  found in the same census per iod .
The above populat ion d e n s i ty  f ig u re s  f o r  Montana demonstrate one 
o f  the most s t r i k i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h i s  s t a t e ;  in a very real  
sense i t  is r u r a l .  As has been in d ica te d ,  there  are some urbanized  
areas which are m an i fes t ing  r e l a t i v e l y  s w i f t  ra tes  of  populat ion in ­
creases ,  but t h i s  only  serves to po int  out more s t a r k l y  than ever the  
i s o la t i o n  of  i t s  ru ra l  a rea s .  The la rg es t  c i t y  in Montana has a popu­
l a t io n  o f  less than 6 5 ,000 ;  a c i t y  o f  th is  s iz e  wouldn 't  even q u a l i f y  
as a large  town in most o f  the o ther  much more h e a v i ly  populated s ta te s  
and regions.  Montana's urban areas may be s m al l ,  but they c e r t a i n l y  
appear to possess the urban c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  when they are contrasted  
to the i s o la t i o n  surrounding them.
I I I .  The proport ion  o f  the populat ion in the s i x t y - f i v e  years 
and over category w i l l  be notab ly  l a rg e r  in the more ru ra l  and a g r i -
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c u l t u r a l  counties  as the s t a t i s t i c a l  data  becomes more contemporary.
A c lose  study o f  the age d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  the popula t ion in Montana 
in d ica tes  th a t  there  are observable trends .  Among these,  one o f  the 
major trends is the aging o f  the p o pu la t ion .  This aging trend is 
caused by a number o f  f a c to r s  inc luding o u t -m ig ra t io n  o f  the younger 
pop u la t io n ,  a f a l l i n g  m o r t a l i t y  ra te  among the o ld e r  age groups and,  
in recent t imes,  a lower f e r t i l i t y  ra te  among the younger people .  I f  
these trends continue the proport ion  o f  old people among Montana's  
populat ion can be expected to  become even l a r g e r . 39
The most important increases in p ro p o r t io n ,  even f o r  the n a t io n ,  
seem to  be tak ing  place in the age groups over s i x t y - f i v e .  In 18A0, 
about two percent o f  the populat ion o f  the United Sta tes  belonged to  
the o ld e r  age group, but the dramat ic  f a l l  in m o r t a l i t y  ra tes  due to  
the f a n t a s t i c  advances in medical knowledge and technology make the 
proport ion  o f  the populat ion c ons is t ing  o f  people s i x t y - f i v e  and over  
r i s e  to  about 8 .2  percent  by 1950. This  means th a t  the proport ion  
more than doubled in one-hundred years ,  and i f  the trend cont inues,  
i t  w i l l  reach about 11 percent by 1980.
In rea l  numbers t h i s  increase in the o lde r  age groups f o r  the  
nat ion  is even more s t r i k i n g .  The number o f  people s i x t y - f i v e  years 
and over in 1930 was ten times la rger  than the number the same age 
group to t a le d  in 1850. During the same chronologica l  period the t o t a l  
popula t ion  increased only a l i t t l e  over f i v e  t imes; thus ,  the o ld e r
39|<raenze 1 , ££_. c i t . ,  p. 19.
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popula t ion  increased a t  tw ice the ra te  o f  th a t  o f  the younger age 
groups.
The trend marking the increase in the proport ion  of  persons 65 
years o f  age and over during the l a s t  hundred years has been noted to  
be o f  equal s t rength  or a t  le a s t  near equal s trength  in every  s ize  o f  
community. Thompson and Whelpton s t a t e ,  however, t h a t ,  in ge n e ra l ,  
the proport ion  o f  o ld e r  people increases as the s ize  o f  the community 
decreases.  I t  has a ls o  been noted t h a t  s t a r t i n g  in 1910, the rura l  
areas have had a very high proport ion. / *^
The f a c t  th a t  the proport ion  o f  o ld e r  people is u s u a l ly  not 
l a rg e r  in the c i t i e s  than in the ru ra l  areas is the r e s u l t  o f  a number 
of  v a r i a b l e s .  Thompson and Whelpton in d ic a te  th a t  the death r a te  is 
lower in the ru ra l  areas than in the urban areas which re s u l ts  in a 
l a rg e r  proport ion  of  o ld e r  people l i v i n g  longer in the ru ra l  areas .
The second f a c t o r  is caused by the d i f f e r e n c e  in the immigration p a t ­
te rns between the "o ld"  immigrations and the "newer",  more recent  immi­
grant i n f l u x .  The o lde r  immigration waves tended to  s e t t l e  in the 
ru ra l  areas and the newer, more recent immigrant p a t te rn s  have tended 
to s e t t l e  in the urban a rea s ,  thus ,  the ru ra l  popula t ion c u r r e n t l y  con­
ta in s  a la rg e r  proport ion  o f  e a r l i e r  immigrants now in t h e i r  l a t e r  
years
Another very  important reason a higher proport ion  o f  o lde r  people 
are found in the ru ra l  areas is tha t  o u t -m ig ra t io n  is more e a s i l y  ac-
^Thompson and Welpton, oja, ci t . , p. 116.  
lbid», p, 136
^ I b i d ,  pp. 136-7 .
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complished by the younger members o f  the p o pu la t ion .  The o ld e r  
members o f  the ru ra l  popula t ion  have acquired “ roots" and have formed 
h a b i t  p a t te rn s  which are  more d i f f i c u l t  to  a l t e r .  M ig ra t io n  requires  
considerab le  amounts of  a d a p t a b i l i t y  and physica l  v i t a l i t y ,  two 
q u a l i t i e s  which the o ld e r  people are  not known to possess in great  
q u a n t i t i e s .  ^
With a l l  the r u r a l i t y  Montana possesses, i t s  proport ion  of  o ld e r  
people should be much h igher  than t ^ a t  o f  the n a t io n .  The index of  
aging,  a s t a t i s t i c a l  tool  u t i l i z e d  in t h i s  study to g ive  a c le a r e r  
in d ic a t io n  of  the s iz e  o f  the o ld e r  popula t ion in r e l a t i o n  to the s ize  
o f  the very  youngest p a r t  o f  the popu la t io n ,  should be higher  f o r  the 
s t a t e  than f o r  the whole country .  The more ru ra l  counties  w i t h in  the 
s t a t e  should a lso  manifest  higher indices of  aging than those counties  
having a denser popula t ion  or a higher proport ion  of  urban re s id e n ts .
Another re la te d  trend which should be demonstrated is the s t a t i s ­
t i c s  in the movement o f  females s i x t y - f i v e  years and over to the urban 
areas f o r  re t i rem e nt  during widowhood. I t  is noted in the l i t e r a t u r e  
th a t  m igra t ion  o f  aged females to the urban areas is more pronounced 
than the same m igra t io n  on the p a r t  o f  o ld e r  males.  This  trend should 
hold t ru e  in M o n t a n a .^
IV.  The counties th a t  have lost populat ion c o n s is te n t ly  over the  
past twenty years w i l l  manifest  a high sex r a t i o  (median o f  over 110
^ E l d r i d g e ,  Hope T,  and Dorothy Swain Thomas, Populat ion R e d i s t r i ­
but ion and Economic Growth, United States 1870-1950, P h i ld e l p h i a ,  The 
American Phi losophica l  S o c ie ty ,  1964, p. 31•
44Thompson and Welpton,  oj3. c i t . , p. 192.
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per 100 fe m a le s ) ,  and an aging popula t ion .
The person ra ised  in a rura l  area is bound by custom and local  
morals much more s t r i c t l y  than his urban c o u n te rp a r t ,  but he is not 
bound by p lace .  He t r a d i t i o n a l l y  has been acknowledged to  possess the  
p r o c l i v i t y  fo r  moving from one place to another ,  Thus, a great  deal  
o f  geographical  i n s t a b i l i t y  has c h a ra c te r ize d  the ru ra l  s i t u a t i o n .  
Recent ly ,  th is  i n s t a b i l i t y  has increased and acce le ra ted  w i th  the u r ­
b an iza t io n  t rend .  The increase in the number o f  ru ra l  people r e lo c a ­
t in g  has developed w i th  the r i s e  o f  the “urban f r o n t i e r "  and the
h c
d e c l in e  o f  the f o r e s t  and p r a i r i e  f r o n t i e r .
I f  new o p p o r tu n i t ie s  do not appear w i t h in  the immediate a re a ,  the 
young have to  move on in order  to make a l i v i n g .  The females f in d  th a t  
the few o p p o r tu n i t ie s  open to  the younger popula t ion in the rura l  areas  
are  almost e x c lu s iv e ly  l im i te d  to the males.  Thus, they must move to 
the urban areas in search o f  work b e f i t t i n g  t h e i r  sex,  and, e v e n t u a l l y ,  
to f i n d  a husband.
As has been ind ica ted  e a r l i e r  in the paper ,  the American soc ie ty  
has been q u i t e  mobile from i t s  very in c ep t io n .  This m igra t ion  was 
caused by the hordes o f  immigrants tak ing  advantage of  the opp o r tu n i ­
t i e s  f r e e  f o r  the tak ing  in the days o f  homesteading and e a r l y  indus­
t r i a l  r e v o lu t io n .  The ex is ta nce  of  ample opp o r tu n i ty  in conjunction  
w ith  the hundreds o f  thousands o f  courageous people who were not
^ S i m s ,  Newell Leroy,  Elements o f  Rural Sociology (New York;  
Thomas Y. Crowell  Co. ,  19^0) , p. 223
a f r a i d  to  grasp a t  th is  abundant oppor tun i ty  make up the basic  fa c to rs  
in which l i e  the exp lana t ion  o f  the m o b i l i t y  o f  our rura l  p o pu la t ion .
The populat ion movements w i th in  the ru ra l  areas are o f  a somewhat 
d i f f e r e n t  nature  a t  present than they were in the past .  The very f i r s t  
movements were from the c i t i e s  and o ther  countr ies  to  the vast unoccu­
pied farmland ly in g  ever to  the west .  As the i n d u s t r i a l  rev o lu t io n  
progressed in conjunct ion w i th  the mechanization o f  farming techniques  
the o p p o r tu n i t ie s  open f o r  the young switched residence from the rura l  
areas o f  the country to  the urban regions.  In both ins tances ,  even 
though the popula t ion movements were in the opposite  d i r e c t io n s  and the
o p p o r tu n i t ie s  o f  a d i f f e r e n t  s o r t ,  the o ld e r  people ,  f o r  the most p a r t ,
47were and s t i l l  a re  l e f t  behind.
The phenomenon o f  moving from one place to another is e s s e n t i a l l y  
motivated by economic reasons. Sometimes th is  move, always re q u i r in g  
a great  deal o f  a d a p t a b i l i t y ,  is v o lu n ta ry ,  but many times i t  is o f  a 
forced n a tu re ,  a n e ce s s i ty .  Technology in contemporary times is moving 
so s w i f t l y  th a t  I t  is g e n e ra l ly  agreed a man o f  th is  age is forced to 
r e t r a i n  three  o r  four  times during  h is  l i f e t i m e .  The people l i v i n g  in 
the ru ra l  sec tions o f  the country  are no except ion to  t h i s  r u l e .  Farm­
ing is in c re a s in g ly  becoming more and more mechanized. Indeed, i t  is 
common in contemporary times tha t  many crops and meat products are  
ra ised and harvested w i th o u t  ever  having the b e n e f i t  o f  the touch o f  a 
human hand. This has caused the demand fo r  manpower and womanpower in
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the a g r i c u l t u r a l  sec tor  to  f a l l  o f f  sharply  in recent years .  The trend  
has created a s i t u a t i o n  in which the younger males and an even g re a te r  
number o f  younger females must search elsewhere f o r  t h e i r  proper place  
w i th in  the economic f a b r i c  o f  our s o c ie ty .
The aggregate r e s u l t  o f  the above trends should manifest  a s i t u a ­
t io n  s i m i l a r  to  th a t  hypothesized in th is  paper.  The counties losing  
popula t ion should have high sex r a t io s  and aging populat ions due to the 
a c t iv e  o u t -m ig ra t io n s  which have been observed in o th e r  parts  o f  the 
country s i m i l a r  to  our own ru ra l  counties.
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CHAPTER IV
ANALYSIS OF CHANGES IN THE AGE AND SEX DISTRIBUTION OF THE 
COUNTIES IN MONTANA FROM 1930 TO 1960
The core ana ly s is  o f  t h is  paper is th a t  which is accomplished  
at  the county l e v e l .  In the fo l lo w in g  chapter  the age and sex d i s ­
t r i b u t i o n  is g r a p h ic a l ly  presented f o r  each county g iv ing  the age 
s p e c i f i c  r a t i o s ,  and the p ropor t ion  o f  males and females to be found 
in each f i v e  year  age span. The age-sex pyramids are  presented f o r  
the years 1930, 19^0, 1950 and I 9 6 0 . *  Trends and d e v ia t io n s  in these  
trends are recognizable  over th is  t h i r t y  year  time span and the most 
important w i l l  be o u t l in e d  in the n a r r a t i v e . * *
In th is  sect ion  var ious  economic and socia l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  are  
r e la te d  to demographic data which is comparable over the t h i r t y  year  
span. In a d d i t io n  to those s t a t i s t i c a l  v a r ia b le s  which have a l ready  
been mentioned (popu la t ion  pyramids and age s p e c i f i c  sex r a t i o s )  the  
populat ion d e n s i t y ,  the p ropor t ion  o f  aged to  young demonstrated in the 
form o f  an Index o f  Aging,  an o b je c t iv e  breakdown o f  the th ree  main age 
groups (dependent c h i l d r e n ,  under 15 years ;  the a c t iv e  age,  15~64 years ;
*The popula t ion  pyramids have been adopted from two previous  
theses,  one w r i t t e n  by Timothy E, Stevens,  A Study in the Changing Age 
and Sex D i s t r i b u t i o n  and F e r t i l i t y  o f  the Montana Populat ion by C ount ie s , 
19^0 to I 9 6 0 , 1965, and the o th e r  w r i t t e n  by M e l v i l l e  Henry Shannon, 
Changes in Age and Sex D i s t r i b u t i o n ,  B i r th  Rates,  and F e r t i l i t y  Ratios  
o f  the Montana Pop u la t io n ,  1930-19^0, 19^3
* * l t  was o r i g i n a l l y  planned that  the study would extend i t s  
chronologica l  period back to and inc lud ing  the 1900 census d a ta .  I t  
was l a t e r  discovered th a t  unpublished data f o r  the years before  1930 
were no longer a v a i l a b l e  and thus the t ime span o f  the study had to  be 
read justed .
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and, dependent aged, 65 years and o v e r ) ,  gross populat ion increase or  
decrease over the t h i r t y  year  span, and the percent urban and rura l  
w i l l  a l l  be r e la te d  to  e x i s t i n g  and past socio-economic trends fo r  
each county in Montana. This broad a n a ly s is  is an a ttempt  a t  i d e n t i f y ­
ing exceptions and de v ia t io n s  in expected demographic trends .
The f i r s t  p a r t  o f  the paper o u t l in e d  and expla ined many o f  the 
demographic v a r ia b le s  and phenomena which have been i d e n t i f i e d  and 
causa l ly  re la te d  previous to th is  study.  The m a te r ia l  as o u t l in e d  in 
the f i r s t  few chapters should a s s is t  the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  any un­
expected occurrences uncovered as a r e s u l t  o f  the i n t e r p r e t a t io n s  given  
to the fo l lo w in g  da ta .  The s in g le  most important d i f f e r e n c e  between 
the data and information which has a l ready  been presented and th a t  
which is presented in the fo l lo w in g  sec t ion  is th a t  o f  s p e c i f i c i t y .
The support ing information presented in the preceeding sections o f  the  
paper has been q u i t e  general  and fo r  the most p a r t ,  n a t io n -w id e ;  the  
fo l lo w in g  data and i t s  in t e r p r e t a t io n  is o f  a s p e c i f i c  n a tu re ,  every  
county in the s ta te  is inspected,  the loose ends are  then brought t o ­
ge ther  and r e la te d  to  the m a te r ia l  used to  support the hypothesis .
The v a r i a b l e ,  m ig ra t io n ,  is emphasized throughout the d i s e r t a t i o n  
because i t  has a lready  been demonstrated t h a t ,  al though b i r t h s  and 
deaths do play  a s i g n i f i c a n t  r o le  in determining the b io lo g ic a l  com­
p o s i t io n  o f  any popula t ion to  say nothing o f  i t s  s i z e ,  m igra t io n  and i t s  
var ious causal components is the f a c to r  which has the most in f luence  on 
the s iz e  and the composition of  any component popu la t ion ;  in th is  case,  
every county in Montana, B i r ths  and deaths are  brought in to  the a n a ly ­
sis whenever i t  appears tha t  they have co n tr ib u ted  to an unexpected
4 o .
change in a p re v io u s ly  unwavering trend o r  c o n d i t io n .
As has been pointed out e a r l i e r  in th is  paper,  the s in g le  most 
important causal f a c t o r  r e la te d  to  m igrat ion  is economics. Host 
m igrat ion  is o f  a forced na ture ;  i . e . ,  the in d iv id u a l  has to move In 
order  to f in d  s u i t a b le  employment f o r  the support o f  h im se l f  and his  
f a m i ly .  Because o f  th is  reason, the economic h is t o r y  and the present  
economic s i t u a t i o n  o f  each county is s tressed throughout th is  whole 
s e c t io n .  Although,  in order  to avoid becoming o v e r ly  d e t e r m in is t i c  
other  socia l  and psychological  fac to rs  are  included in the ana lys is  
when i t  appears lo g ic a l  to do so. Thus, i t  must be kept in mind th a t  
not a l l  o f  the s t a t i s t i c a l  v a r ia t io n s  can be ascr ibed to  economic 
c a u s a l i t y ,  th a t  even though they a r e ,  in many cases not s t ress ed ,  the  
socia l  and psychological  v a r ia b le s  are  a lso  important and, f i n a l l y ,  
th a t  a l l  o f  the c o n t r ib u t in g  fa c to rs  work in i n t e r r e l a t i o n  w i th  a l l  
the o th e r s ,  none fu nc t ion  in i s o l a t i o n .  I t  is f e l t  t h a t  the most s i g n i ­
f i c a n t  f a c to rs  c o n t r ib u t in g  to the popula t ion  changes in the in d iv idua l  
counties are covered in t h is  a n a ly s is .
This chapter and the r e la te d  tab les  and charts  located in the  
appendix should be a useful  a d d i t io n  to the s to re  o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  
knowledge a l ready  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  the s t a t e  and i t s  count ies .  Some o f  
the items compiled fo r  th is  paper have been app l ied  to Montana census 
in formation f o r  the f i r s t  t ime and thus,  can be used f o r  fu tu re  r e f e r ­
ence by anybody doing research re la te d  to th is  subject m a t te r .
4 1 .
BEAVERHEAD
Beaverhead County is located in the southwest corner o f  the s t a t e  
and is bordered by the s ta te s  o f  Idaho and Wyoming. I t  is a lso  bor ­
dered by the counties o f  R a v a l l i ,  G ra n i t e ,  Deer Lodge, S i l v e r  Bow and 
Madison. There are  two major popula t ion centers in the county ,  the 
l a rg e s t  is the town o f  D i l l o n  which had a popula t ion o f  3 ,690 in I960;  
the o th e r  is Lima which had a census enumeration o f  483 in 1950 and 
397 in I960 .
While the U.S.  Census Bureau has ind ica ted  tha t  the county posses­
ses a l i t t l e  over f i f t y  percent urban popula t ion (51.3%)» the indus­
t r i a l  base o f  the county is e s s e n t i a l l y  rura l  in na tu re .  The county 's  
populat ion diminished s l i g h t l y  between 1940 and 1950, b a s i c a l l y  as a 
r e s u l t  o f  a su b s tan t ia l  d e c l in e  in i t s  male labor fo rc e .  The decreases 
are  apparent in the popula t ion pyramids g r a p h ic a l ly  demonstrat ing the 
composit ion o f  those t ime per iods .  The age groups 25 to 44 compose 
the group m an i fes t ing  th is  t rend .  The age proport ions as presented in 
Table I (page 42) a ls o  c l e a r l y  o u t l i n e  t h i s  trend by in d ic a t in g  th a t  
t h e ' b c t i v e  age group" (15 to  64 years)  is d e c l in in g  in p ropor t ion  to 
the dependent age groups.
A g r ic u l t u r e  has shown a steady d e c l in e  in the proport ion  o f  the 
county 's  popula t ion  employed in th is  endeavor;  36.2% in 1960,  40.9% in 
1950 and 47.1% in 1940, The mining industry  a lso  showed d ec l ines  in 
the number o f  people i t  employed between 1940 and 1950 but the decreases 
experienced in a g r i c u l t u r a l  and mining employment were o f f s e t  by gains 
in the serv ices  and t rade  areas .  These two industi  res provided near ly  
h a l f  the new jobs during recent years.  T ranspo rta t io n  and u t i l i t i e s
42.  
TABLE I
DATA SHEET: BEAVERHEAD COUNTY
1930 1940 1950 1960
Age P ro p o rt io n s
Under 15 years 23 .1$ 20 .6$ 23.9$ 21,1%
15 to  64 years 10 , 3% 71.1$ 66 .1$ 60.7$
65 years  & over 6 .5 $ 8 .3$ 9 .9 $ 11.5$
Index  o f  A g ing 28.1 40 .3 41.5 41.5
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity 1.2 1.3 1 .2 1.3
P ercen t Change -9 .7 4 .3 -3 .9 7 .8
P o p u la tio n 6,654 6 ,943 6,671 7,194
Sex R a tio s 142 .8 136.1 123.6 117.7
P ercen t Urban — 43.4$ 50.0$ 51.3$
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1930 AGE 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 100.0 Under 5 112.5 108.3 94.5
5 -  9 96.4 5 - 9 116,5 110,2 100.3
10-14 115.3 10-14 100.0 101.7 117.4
15-19 107.8 15-19 112.6 83 .9 93.7
20-24 104.5 20-24 126,0 117.4 116.3
25-29 123,6 25-29 127,9 113.3 112.8
30-34 129,9 30-34 145,9 102,9 112,0
35-44 167,8 35-39 144,1 111,6 136.8
45-54 179.1 40—44 126,2 154,3 94.9
55-64 196,0 45-49 146,3 136,6 124.6
65-74 228.3 50-54 170.3 151.0 174.6
75 & ove r 272,4 55-59 198,0 143.1 167,8
60-64 161.1 200,8 123.9
65-69 151,6 170,1 149.6
70-74 194.9 150,7 147.9
75 & over 163,3 153,8 120,5
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co n tr ib u ted  o n e - f i f t h  o f  the a dd i t ions  w h i le  construct ion  provided a 
s l i g h t l y  smal le r  block o f  p o s i t io n s .  The re s u l t  o f  th is  a c t i v i t y  was 
th a t  c u r t a i l e d  labor demand in the primary economic a c t i v i t i e s ,  mining 
and a g r i c u l t u r e  was o f f s e t ,  hence, aggregate employment re g is te re d  a 
small ga in .  In a d d i t io n  to th is  ga in ,  the type o f  people employed has 
a lso  changed. More g a in fu l  employment is now open to both men and 
women and the age l i m i t  is not q u i te  so r e s t r i c t i v e  as i t  once was due 
to the f a c t  th a t  most o f  the new openings are not q u i te  as p h y s ic a l l y  
demanding.
During the period between 1950 and 1960 the same general  employ­
ment trends cont inued.  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  c o n s t ru c t io n ,  and t r a n s p o r ta t io n  
a l l  had reductions in the number o f open jo b s .  The s e rv ice  and u t i l i t y  
in d u s tr ies  presented a continued expansion phase. The female labor  
fo rce  expanded w h i le  the male labor  force  continued to  d e c l in e .
I t  appears now th a t  the farm labor  numbers w i l l  not d ec l in e  much 
more because the previous d e c l in e  was caused by increased mechanizat ion.  
With the advent o f  t h i s  mechanizat ion,  the labor  crews are  a l ready  cut  
to  ske leton  s iz e  w i th  l i t t l e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  f u r t h e r  d r a s t i c  cuts in 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  employment. The wood products a c t i v i t y  seems to be in ­
creasing which w i l l  c rea te  more openings f o r  young males.  In conjunc­
t io n  w i th  th is  t r e n d ,  the re c re a t io n  industry  in tha t  p a r t  o f  the  
country  seems a lso  to be ga in ing  momentum w i th  the development o f  the 
Clark  Canyon Reservoir  which w i l l  provide more employment op p o r tu n i ty  
f o r  s e rv ic e  and t rade  connected personnel.
The populat ion composit ion o f  Beaverhead County is t y p i c a l l y
(
ru ra l  demonstrat ing the past in f lu e n c in g  fa c to rs  inc lud ing  the f a c t
to.
tha t  i t  is not f a r  removed from i t s  f r o n t i e r  days and t h a t  is s t i l l  
a r u r a l ,  ag rar ia n  county.  There have been no ser ious  f l u c t u a t i o n s  in 
i t s  popula t ion trends up u n t i l  very recent t imes.  I t s  economic base 
is becoming d e c e n t r a l i z e d ,  more job o p p o r tu n i t ie s  are developing in the 
n o n - a g r i c u l t u r a l , non-primary industry  sectors  o f  i t s  economy and thus 
the county is s ucc ess fu l ly  beginning to keep more o f  i t s  females and 
younger popu la t ion .  I t  s t i l l  has a high index o f  aging but the trend  
toward an increasing number o f  o ld e r  people in the popula t ion is being 
held in check. Beaverhead is a county which is a p p aren t ly  making the 
t r a n s i t i o n  from an o ld  guard a grar ian  economy to  a more broadly based 
economic s ta tu s .
BIG HORN
Big Horn County is located on the south c en t ra l  edge o f  the s ta te  
and is bordered by the s t a t e  o f  Wyoming and the count ies  o f  Carbon,  
Yel lowstone,  T reasure ,  Rosebud, and Powder R iv e r .  Located w i t h i n  i t s  
borders are two s e t t le m e n ts .  Hard in ,  the la rg es t  of this county 's  popu­
la t i o n  c en ters ,  had a populat ion of  2 ,306  in 1950 and 2 ,789  in I960 .  
Lodge Grass,  the o ther  small town located in t h i s  county had a popula­
t io n  o f  536 in 1950 and 687 in i 960 . The county 's  t o t a l  populat ion  
in i 960 was only 10,007- The county is considered by the U.S.  Census 
Bureau to have an urban popula t ion  making up 2 7 -9 % o f  i t s  t o t a l  popu­
l a t i o n .
Big Horn is r u r a l ,  a g ra r ia n  in charac te r  w i th  no major high 
densi ty  populat ion areas to help boost an apparent lagging economy. 
Again,  the mechanization o f  a g r ic u l t u r e  is the s in g le  most important
h i .
TABLE II 
DATA SHEET: BIG HORN COUNTY
1930 1940 1950 1960
Age P ro p o rt io n s
Under 15 yea rs 34.6 $ 32 . 2$ 35.6$ 38. 2$
15 to  64 yea rs 60, 7$ 63 .3  $ 57.9$ 54.5$
65 years  & ove r 4 .8$ 4*5$ 6 .5$ 7 .4 $
Index o f  A g ing 13.8 14.0 18.3 19.4
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity 1 o.7 2.1 2 .0 2 .0
P ercen t Change 21.8$ 20 .0$ -5 .7 $ 1,9$
P o p u la tio n 8,543 10,419 9,824 10,007
Sex R a ti& s 118.6 119.9 112.7 101 .1
P ercen t Urban -  _ -  - —  - -2 7 .9
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1930 AGE 1940 .1950 1960
Under 5, 102.5 Under 5 96.7 ,98,0 90.5
5 - 9 102.8 5 - 9 106.7 .1 0 9 .6 98.4
10-14 102.3 10-14 114.4 107.2 96.5
15-19 96 .9 15-19 104^2 109.5 96.3
20-24 114*6 20-24 114.7 110.9 87.6
25-29 123.8 25-29 123.0 100.0 94 .9
30-34 113.0 30-34 130.5 102.0 108.2
35-44 130.5 35-39 126.1 114.1 97 .9
45-54 162.2 40-44 120.8 132.2 99.7
55-64 151.1 45-49 133*8 131 .2 109.T
65-74 176.9 50-54 154.2 74 .0 150.3
75 & over 116.4 55-59 182.6 121 .4 127.8
60-64 159.1 129.7 125.6
65-69 122.8 165.4 96.1
70-74 188.1 177.1' 103.6
75 & over 148.0 143.8 116.8
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f a c t o r  which is he lp ing to  reshape the popula t ion  composition in the  
area .  Some o f  the loss in the a g r i c u l t u r a l  type o f  employment was made 
up by a s l i g h t  increase in demands f o r  labor  in the t r a d e ,  s e rv ic e s ,  
government, t r a n s p o r ta t io n  and u t i l i t i e s  in d u s t r i e s .  Although an ag­
gregate o f  a l l  o f  these increases in the demand fo r  a d d i t io n a l  labor  
amounted to several  new openings. The increases were not enough to  
o f f s e t  the c u r ta i lm e n t  in the demand f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  workers.  The 
county lo s t  5.7% o f  i t s  popula t ion between 1940 and 1950. In the p e r ­
iod between 1950 and I960 ,  the negat ive  trend was s l i g h t l y  reversed.
The trend in t h i s  county has been f o r  a h igher  concentra t ion  o f  
people to f a l l  in the "under 15 years" c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  38.2% in 1960 
compared to the s ta tewide  average o f  33*71.  The proport ion  o f  people  
in the "over 65 years" category is less than the s t a t e  average,  f  .k% 
as compared to 9.9%. These s t a t i s t i c s  are evidence o f  a high ra te  o f  
f e r t i l i t y .  They demonstrate q u i te  c l e a r l y  the in f luence  o f  the post ­
war per iod during which high f e r t i l i t y  was the dominent t re n d .  I t  w i l l  
be in t e r e s t i n g  to see i f  the trend o f  possessing an unusua lly  high pro­
po r t ion  o f  people in the younger age groups holds through the 1970 - 
census year .
The sex r a t i o  o f  th is  county is low. The number o f  males per 100 
females is even abnormally low fo r  the youngest age groups. Normally ,  
the sex r a t i o  f o r  the f i v e  years and under group is r i g h t  in the neigh­
borhood o f  103 to 105, in th is  county i t  was 90 .5  in I960 .  One p la u ­
s i b l e  exp lan a t io n  f o r  th is  anomoly is th a t  the numbers from which the  
s t a t i s t i c  was der ived  are q u i t e  small and in such cases the chance 
v a r i a t i o n  becomes much more common. This might e xp la in  p a r t  o f  the
problem, but i t  is s t i l l  a f a c t  t h a t  the sex r a t i o  f o r  the county is 
low and has been close to the s t a t e  average,  in some cases lower than 
the sex r a t i o  f o r  Montana. Due to the f a c t  tha t  t h is  county has been 
and s t i l l  is ru ra l  in c harac te r  and t h a t  economic o p p o r tu n i t ie s  fo r  
the female sex have j u s t  s t a r t e d  to open up the unusually  low sex 
r a t i o  is d i f f i c u l t  to support w i th  f a c t u a l ,  p la u s ib le  e xp lan a t io n s .
The fu t u r e  populat ion trends in th is  county should fo l lo w  along  
the same general  courses they are tak ing  a t  the p resent .  There is a 
growing food processing industry  developing which could tend to  hold 
the female sector  o f  the popula t ion  w i t h i n  the area .  There is a lso a 
la rge  dam being constructed p re s e n t ly  which is supplying some jobs fo r  
the younger male worker now and should provide a d d i t io n a l  jobs in the 
re c re a t io n  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  in d u s tr ie s  in the f u t u r e .  One o f  the majo 
reasons fo r  the const ruct io n  o f  the dam is to provide much o f  the  
county 's  farm land w i th  i r r i g a t i o n  w ate rs ,  th is  development should 
s t im u la te  the economic growth considerab ly .
BLAINE
Bla ine  is located in the n o r th - c e n t r a l  p o r t ion  o f  the s ta te  and 
is surrounded by the count ies o f  H i l l ,  P h i l l i p s ,  Chouteau, and Fergus.  
I t  is a lso bordered by Canada to  the nor th .  One o f  the two major com­
muni t ies located w i t h i n  the borders o f  Bla ine  County is Chinook, which 
had a popula t ion o f  2 ,307  in 1950 and 2 ,326  in I960 ,  a gain o f  19 
people w i th in  a ten year  span o f  t ime. Chinook is apparent ly  losing  
much o f  i t s  na tu ra l  increase ,  good evidence in i t s e l f  th a t  the young 
are moving out and th a t  Chinook, a t  l e a s t ,  should have a high sex 
r a t i o .  The o ther  major community in th is  county is Harlem w i th  a popu
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TABLE I I I  
DATA SHEET: BLAINE COUNTY
Age p ro p o rt io n s
1930 1940 1950 1960
Under 15 years 34.2$ 31 .9$ 34.3$ 37.5$
15 to  64 yea rs 61 .4$ 62 .5$ 57 .1$ 51.9$
65 years  & ove r 4 .5 $ 5 .6$ 8 .5 $ 10.6$
Index o f  Ag ing 13.0 17.5 24.8 28,3
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity 2.1 2 .2 2 .0 1.9
P ercen t Change -0 .6 $ 6 .2$ -1 1 .0 $ -9 .2 $
P o p u la tio n 9,006 9,566 8,516 8,091
Sex R a tio s 127.5 124.1 117.3 110.4
P ercen t Urban
AGE SPECIFIC! SEX RATIOS
AGE 1930. AGE 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 91.9 Under 5 103.3 101 .2 104.3
5 - 9  114.4 5 - 9 95.5 106.1 104,7
10-14 103.0 10-14 100.2 109.7 104.5
15-19 101.0 15-19 119.2 99.1 105.0
20-24 126.9 20-24 131.3 107.9 92,8
25-29 122.6 25-29 111.3 110.5 99 .0
30-34 121.7 30-34 127.6 111 .9 106.3
3 5 - 4 4  142.4 35-39 133..8 105.4 135,9
45-54 189.6 40-44 121.9 113.9 101,3
55-64 173.2 45-49 149.8 131.2 108.4
65-74 216.0 50-54 168.1 147.3 115.6
75 & over 116.7 55-59 183.0 150.3 141,8
60-64 201.9 168,0 134.2
65-69 151.5 173,5 125.0
70-74 160.0 184.3 135.4
75 & Over 166.7 143.5 124.3
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1 a t  ion o f  1,107 in 1950 and 1 ,267 in I960;  another community losing  
i t s  na tu ra l  increase.
A s u b s tan t ia l  reduct ion o f  Bla ine County's popula t ion  between 
19*f0 and 1950 (~11%), fo l lowed a s i g n i f i c a n t  depression o f  the number 
o f  persons working and a v a i l a b l e  fo r  work.  This reduct ion amounted to  
a o n e -s ix th  shrinkage in the labor fo rc e .  Emigrat ion o f  persons 15 
years and over accounted f o r  most o f  the labor  fo rce  reduct ion .  There 
is evidence th a t  even the 65 years and over group l e f t  the county in 
numbers which helped to keep the Index o f  Aging s t a t i s t i c  lower than 
would have otherwise been the case.
The a g r i c u l t u r a l  industry  is again the s in g le  most s i g n i f i c a n t  
f a c t o r  c o n t r ib u t in g  to the reduction o f  a v a i l a b l e  jo b s .  This industry  
was responsib le  f o r  f o u r - f i f t h s  o f  the t o t a l  job te rm in a t io n s .  Gains 
in employment were experienced in the c o n s t ru c t io n ,  t ra n s p o r ta t io n  and 
u t i l i t i e s  in d u s t r ie s .  In a d d i t i o n ,  some openings in the trade in ­
dustry  occurred and toge ther  they provided n in e - te n th s  o f  the employ­
ment ga ins .  One th ing  should be c l a r i f i e d  a t  th is  p o in t .  Almost 
without  exception the farming and ranching sec tor  o f  the economic base 
in each county has experienced a reduction in the amount o f  h i red  help  
tha t  is needed to run the business. A lso ,  farms and ranches are be­
coming conglomerated.  Fewer men can handle more c a t t l e  o r  farmland  
due to modern farming and ranching techniques,  mechanizat ion not being  
the leas t  o f  these improvements. Thus, even though fewer people are  
employed on the farm or  ranch, a g r ic u l t u r e  has emerged in much stronger  
f i n a n c ia l  cond i t ion  than i t  has ge n era l ly  experienced in the past and 
i t  has been i n d i r e c t l y  responsib le  f o r  much o f  the gain experienced in
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several  o ther  in d u s tr ie s  in the local  communities.
During the period between 1950 and I960 Bla ine  County again lo s t  
popula t ion { ~ 3 . 2 % ) .  The percent composed o f  people 65 years and over  
increased,  the proport ion  in the a c t iv e  age group (15 to 6^ years)  de­
creases by 5.2%; from 57»l?»in 1950 to 51 S %  in 1960. Even though there  
was a loss o f  populat ion o f  the c h i ld - b e a r in g  years there  was an in ­
crease in the proport ion  o f  c h i ld ren  under 15 years o f  age which is 
evidence o f  the continued high f e r t i l i t y  experienced d i r e c t l y  a f t e r  
World War 11.
The sex r a t i o  is high and has experienced a downward trend since  
1900. This occurrence is completely expected due to the r u r a l ,  a g r a r ­
ian c harac te r  o f  the county and i t s  movement, however s l i g h t ,  toward 
a more modern type o f  economic base,  one which depends upon the female  
as much as the male fo r  i t s  labor source.  The women's p o s i t io n  in the 
labor force  o f  Bla ine  County has improved no t ic eab ly  and in 1960 they 
were employed in near ly  one - fo u r th  o f  a l l  jobs compared w i th  less than 
on e -s ix th  o f  the t o t a l  in 1950.
The fu t u r e  prognosis f o r  the county is th a t  the demographic 
trends as they are  now demonstrated in the s t a t i s t i c s  w i l l  continue  
due to the f a c t  tha t  there  is no new development on the scene which 
would reverse the trends .  The two major communities located w i th in  
the county are  close to the trade center  o f  Havre which is growing 
q u i te  r a p id ly  and is w i t h in  easy commuting d is tance o f  the surrounding  
communities,  Bla ine  County included. There should be a continued  
s l i g h t  growth o f  the communities w i th in  the county due to the trend  
o f  farmers beginning to reside  in local  towns w h i le  commuting back and
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fo r th  to work.
BROADWATER
Broadwater County is located in the w es t -c e n t ra l  sect ion  o f  the 
s t a t e ,  and is bordered by the counties o f  G a l l a t i n ,  J e f f e rs o n ,  Lewis 
and C la r k ,  and Meagher. The s in g le  community o f  any s iz e  located  
w i t h i n  the county is Townsend. I t  had a populat ion o f  1,316 in 1950 
and 1,528 in I960 .  Townsend is a small community, the county s e a t ,  
and a farm area t rade  c e n te r .  The town a lso has a small logging in ­
dustry .
From 19^0 to 1950 Broadwater County experienced a high degree of  
populat ion d e c l in e  ( -1 5 .3 % ) .  There was a s iz a b le  em igra t ion  o f  both 
male and female in the a c t i v e  age group (15 to 6k  years)  due to r e l a ­
t i v e  lack o f  economic o p por tu n i ty  f o r  both sexes in the county .  The 
female ,  a l though,  has fared  b e t t e r  than the male because she had a kO t  
increase in job o p p o r tu n i t ie s  w h i le  the male's jobs decreased by 25%.
A par t  o f  th is  decrease was due to an expected reduct ion o f  a g r i c u l ­
t u r a l  jo b s .  Another p a r t  o f  the reduction was due to a sharp dec l ine  
in the number o f  jobs a v a i l a b l e  in the construct ion  and mining f i e l d s .
During the per iod between 1950 and i 960 the number o f  in ha b i tan ts  
again d e c l in e d ,  but the loss was sm al le r  than th a t  in the preceeding  
census per io d .  Again,  the male experienced a loss o f  economic oppor­
t u n i t y  in the county and the female had a number o f  new openings a v a i l ­
ab le  to her .  A par t  o f  the decrease in the number o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  jobs  
a v a i l a b l e  was due to the p a r t i a l  inundation of  the county 's  farm land 
by the r e s e r v o i r  constructed during th is  per iod .  The economic fu tu re  
o f  th is  county does not hold any dynamic promise due to a lack o f
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TABLE IV
DATA SHEET: BROADWATER COUNTY
Age P ro p o rt io n s
1930 1940 1950
Under 15 years 28.5$ 24.5$ 30,9$
15 to  64 years 64.0$ 68 .4$ 60.2$
65 yea rs  & over 7 .6 $ 7 .1$ 9 .1$
Index o f  Aging 26.7 29.1 29.3
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity 2 .3 2 .9 2 .4
P e rcen t Change -1 5 .5 $ 26 .0$ -1 5 .3 $
P o p u la tio n 2,738 3,451 2,922
Sex R a tio 126.1„ 125.5 113-7
P ercen t Urban
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1930 AGE 1940 1950
Under 5 96.7 Under 5 80 .2 80 .4
5 - 9  83 .8 5 -  9 81.4 113.0
10-14 86 .8 10-14 95.1 97.6
15-19 134.4 15-19 98 ,0 100,0
20-24 129.9 20-24 139.6 84.1
25-29 122,1 25-29 147.9 114.1
30-34 90 .0 30-34 128.7 98.2
35-44 142,0 35-39 155.4 146.6
45-54 170.2 40-44 128.1 118.6
55-64 179.8 45-49 146,3 150,0
65-74 179.6 50-54 180.7 95,5
75 & ove r 235.3 55-59 152,4 142,6
60-64 216.3 196,2
65-69 150.0 134.8
70-74 146.9 1 6 0 //
75 A over 148,3 154.5
1960
3 4 .C$  
54 .6$  
11.5$  
33 .9  
2 .3  
-4 .0 $  
2,804 
116.5
1960
115.2
124.8
106.3
116.0
65.1
122.8
104.7 
101.2 
111 .5  
158.5 
105.2 
170.2
146.7 
114.0
113.0
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d i v e r s i f i e d  economic base.  The o p p o r tu n i t ie s  fo r  male and female tend 
to  be e q u a l i z i n g ,  but the t o t a l  number o f  jobs a v a i l a b l e  to residents  
o f  the county do not seem to be increasing p e r c e p t i v e ly .
The sex r a t i o  o f  Broadwater County is high.  I t  has been decreas­
ing over the past f o r t y  year p e r io d ,  but i t  has not approached the s ta te  
average.  While during recent times the economic o p p o r tu n i t ie s  fo r  the 
female res idents  have been growing, there  apparent ly  s t i l l  e x is t s  a 
derth o f  a l t e r a c t i o n s , and the county is losing i t s  female p o pu la t ion .
As was pointed out e a r l i e r ,  the county has c o n s is te n t ly  los t  populat ion  
over the past twenty y ea rs ,  the females seem to be leav ing  a t  a f a s t e r  
r a te  than have the males and t h i s  seems to hold t rue  fo r  a l l  age groups.  
One very p la u s ib le  reason f o r  th is  steady emigra t ion  o f  the female pop­
u l a t i o n  is th a t  Helena,  the c a p i to l  c i t y  o f  Montana is located only  
t h i r t y  miles to the n o r th .  The nature  o f  a l l  c ap i to l  c i t i e s  or  loca­
t ions  where there  are large  concentrat ions of  w h i t e - c o l l a r  jobs is tha t  
they are  places where the woman f inds  a much g re a te r  employment oppor­
t u n i t y .  The female from Broadwater County can make a short  t r i p  from 
her f a m i l i a r  home ground and f in d  s u i t a b le  employment w h i le  having to 
encounter few d i f f i c u l t  adjustments.
CARBON
Carbon County is located on the so u th -ce n tra l  border o f  Montana.
I t  is bounded by the s ta te  o f  Wyoming and the counties  o f  Big Horn,  
Yel lowstone ,  S t i l l w a t e r  and Park .  The three  communities located w i t h ­
in the county include Fromberg w i th  a popula t ion o f  442 in 1950 and 
367 in I960; J o l i e t ,  which had a populat ion o f  410 in 1950 and 452 in 
I 960; and f i n a l l y ,  Red Lodge, which had a populat ion o f  2 ,730 in 1950
6 2 .
TABLE V
DATA SHEET: CARBON COUNTY
1930 1940 1950 1960
Age P ro p o rt io n s
Under 15 years 31.8# 25.9# 28 .8# 29.5#
15 to  64 years 63.6# 66.8# 60 .7# 55.5#
65 years  & over 4 .6  # 7 .3# 10.3# 15.0#
Index o f A g ing 14.6 28.4 36.4 50.9
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity 6.1 5 .7 5 .0 4 .0
P ercen t Change -17 .1 -5 .6 -1 3 .7 -1 8 .8
P o p u la tio n 12,571 1.1 ,865 10,241 8,317
Sex R a tio 117.5 117.3 109.2 102.2
P ercen t Urban 24.1# 24.9# 26.7# — _
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1930 AGE 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 104.7 Under 5 108.6 104.9 98.9
5 -  9 104.0 5 - 9 116.1 103-5 112.6
10-14 101.7 10-14 106.0 109.5 97.5
15-19 109.7 15-19 106.7 119.1 117.7
20-24 117.5 20-24 .120 .6 119.6 83 .8
25-29 107.7 25-29 123.8 91.2 102.9
30-34 100.0 30-34 125.0 95.5 89.3
35-44 120.4 35-39 113.® 114.7 89.5
45-54 148.4 40-44 102.2 113.8 104.1
55-64 150.2 45-49 111 .2 101 .1 110.8
65-74 163.5 50-54 118.9 120.7 105.4
75 & ove r 204.3 55-59 129.5 108.2 95.5
60-64 148.3 119.7 107.5
65—69 m s 117.5 90 .8
70-74 140.4 134.6 99 .0
75 & over 140.0 104.9 118.1
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d e c l in in g  to  2 ,278  by I960 .  Carbon County and the town o f Red Lodge 
are  good examples o f  a sec t ion  o f  the s ta te  which have c o n s is te n t ly
lo s t  populat ion over the past f o r t y  years .  In 1920,  the county had a
popula t ion  o f  15,279 and by i 960 the county had a popula t ion o f  8 ,3 1 7 ,
almost h a l f  o f  the 1920 f i g u r e .
The two la rg e s t  fa c to rs  in the economic d ec l in e  o f  the county were 
a g r ic u l t u r e  ( the same p a t te rn  o f  mechanization as has been found in the  
o ther  c o u n t ie s ) ,  and the coal mining industry  which by recent times had 
a l l  but shut down. The coal mining industry  was once a t h r i v i n g  por t ion  
o f  the economic base o f  Carbon County. During the period between 19^0 
and 1950, the o u t -m ig ra t io n  o f  male res idents  exceeded th a t  o f  female  
residents  by hear ly  two to one.  The jobs f i l led  by women enlarged by 
t w o - f i f t h s  w h i le  those f i l l e d  by men reduced sharp ly .
The per iod between 1950 and I960 experienced the highest  r e l a t i v e  
populat ion co n trac t io n  in the s t a t e .  Slim gains in the f i e l d s  o f
manufactur ing ,  c o n s t ru c t io n ,  government, t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  and u t i l i t i e s  
did  l i t t l e  to combat the serious losses in employment in the mining and 
a g r i c u l t u r e  areas.  The t o t a l  employment during th is  period dropped by 
o n e - f i f t h .  The unemployment ra te  is serious enough in th is  county to  
award i t  the dubious honor o f  q u a l i f y i n g  f o r  a d is t ressed  area c l a s s i ­
f i c a t i o n .  There is some a c t i v i t y  tak ing  place in the county presen t ly  
which r e la te s  to the e x p lo ra t io n  f o r  o i l ,  but even i f  th is  venture  
meets w i th  success,  i t  w i l l  do l i t t l e  to head o f f  a continued de c l ine  
in popu la t ion .
The demographic trends which have taken place w i t h in  t h i s  county 
over the past few decades are  those which could be expected.  The popu­
6 6 .
l a t i o n  is r a p id ly  aging.  Carbon County had an Index o f  Aging 22.1  
points  above the 1960 s t a t e  average.  The proport ion  o f  the county 's  
populat ion in I960 composed o f  people 65 years and o ld e r  was a lso h ig h ,  
15%; th is  compares to the 9.9% s ta te  average.  The county has a low 
proport ion  o f  youngsters under 15 years o f  age which accentuates the 
aging c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  i t s  popula t ion .
The l a d ie s ,  f o r  some reason, are  apparent ly  s tay ing  longer than 
are the men. More job o p p o r tu n i t ie s  are opening f o r  the female sector  
of the p o pu la t ion ,  but these a r e n ' t  in large  enough q u a n t i ty  to pro­
vide a tremendous amount o f  o p p o r tu n i ty ,  w i th  a few f l u c t u a t i o n s ,  the 
a g e - s p e c i f i c  r a t io s  are  r e l a t i v e l y  low, although there  does seem to be 
some concentra t ion  o f  women in the o ld e r  age groups. There is appar ­
e n t l y  more o ppor tu n i ty  in th is  county fo r  the female populat ion than 
the s t a t i s t i c s  can demonstrate.
CARTER
C ar te r  County is located in the southeastern corner o f  the s ta te
and is bordered by Wyoming and North Dakota, and by the counties o f
Custer,  Powder R iv e r ,  and F a l lo n .  The only  major community located in
the county is Ekalaka,  which had a popula t ion  o f  904 in 1950 and 739
in 1960. C ar te r  County ranks 7th and 4 5 t h ,  r e s p e c t i v e ly ,  in s iz e  and
49popula t ion among the 56 count ies o f  Montana.
This county is the top sheep production area o f  Montana in a d d i ­
t io n  to  i t s  s i g n i f i c a n t  l i v e s to c k  ou tpu t .  A pparen t ly ,  only f i v e
49
"C a r te r  County, Montana, Water Resources Survey, Part  I , "  
June I96 0 ,  p. 8.
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TABLE V I
DATA SHEET: CARTER COUNTY
1930 1940 1950
Age P ro p o rt io n s
Under 15 yea rs 34.1$ 29,2# 31 .3#
1.5 to  64 years 61 .4# 64 .7# 59.6#
65 yea rs  & over 4 .5# 6 .1# 9 .0#
Index  o f  Ag ing 13.2 20 .8 28.7
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity 1.3 1 .0 0 .8
P e rcen t Change 4 .1# -2 0 .7 # -1 4 .7 #
P o p u la tio n 4,136 3,280 2,798
Sex R a tio 124.7 121 .8 123.1
P ercen t Urban _  —
1960
23.2#
56.5 #  
10.3  # 
30.9
0 .8
-10,9#
2,493
118.5
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1930 AGE 1940 1950
Under 5 96.1 Ufider 5 11.4.5 110.3
5 - 9 108.1 5 - 9 110.2 118.6
TO-14 110,2 10^14 77.7 106.9
15-19 115.4 15-19 136.7 144.9
20-24 125.0 20-24 116.3 83.5
25-29 111,0 25-29 130.2 151 .8
30-34 115.4 30-34 136.2 103.6
35-44 142.7 35-39 99 .0 135.1
45-54 157.7 40-44 115.7 120.6
55-64 219,7 45-49 132.1 134.0
65-74 145.8 50-54 159.5 101 .6
75 & over e ro 55-59 128.2 151.1
60-64 152.0 168.0
65—69 189.3 145.5
70-74 •
OvJ 148.2
75 & Over 120.0 196.2
1960
1 1 1 . 1
125.8
110.9 
121 .4 
141 .5 
120.8
113.4
122.4 
101 ,2
139.0
119.4
112.7
106.7
106.7
134.5
104.0
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counties r e ly  more h e a v i ly  on the production o f  l i v e s to c k  than does 
Carte r  County. Again,  the p a t te rn  which has become ev ident  in the few 
count ies which have a l ready  been covered in th is  study is demonstrated  
here.  Job c u r ta i lm e n t  was q u i te  sharp and permanent in the a g r i c u l t u r e  
f i e l d  amounting to  f o u r - f i f t h s  o f  the loss o f  work p o s i t io n s .  Con­
s t r u c t io n  was the o ther  major area in which a reduct ion o f  job  oppor­
t u n i t i e s  was exper ienced.  Through a combination o f  these economic 
re lapses ,  th is  county had a popula t ion reduct ion between 1940 and 1950 
which was equa l led  by only two o ther  counties in southeastern  Montana.  
The trade  and serv ices  ind u s tr ies  had s l i g h t  increases in t h e i r  demands 
f o r  lab o r ,  but th is  s l i g h t  increase did l i t t l e  to o f f s e t  the serious  
decreases experienced in the two major in d u s t i r e s ,  a g r i c u l t u r e  and 
c o n s t ru c t io n .  The demand f o r  female workers ,  though, was sharply  in ­
creased by the r i s e  in t rade  and serv ices  a c t i v i t y .
During the per iod between 1950 and I9 6 0 ,  the economic decl ine  
subsided somewhat due to the f a c t  th a t  the mechanizat ion process was 
near ing complet ion on the farms and ranches although n i n e t y - t h r e e  jobs  
were closed in a g r i c u l t u r e  decl ines  experienced in the o ther  areas o f  
the county's  economic base were n e g l i g i b l e .  The only  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n ­
crease in job  openings was, aga in ,  fo r  the female worker .  This increase  
was due to the s l i g h t  r i s e  in demand f o r  labor  in the trade and s e r ­
v ices in d u s t r i e s .  This upsurge in demand f o r  the female worker is ac ­
t u a l l y  small in real  numbers, but is viewed as large  and important  
because there  was so l i t t l e  oppor tu n i ty  f o r  the female to make a l i v i n g  
in the r u r a l ,  sparse ly  populated sections  o f  the s t a te  before  th is  
l i b e r a l i z a t i o n  movement began. A sm al l ,  but inc re a s in g ,  amount o f  e c -
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onomic o ppor tu n i ty  is seen as a great  improvement over no o ppor tu n i ty  
at  a l l ,  the case twenty or t h i r t y  years ago. The contemporary female 
who f inds  h e r s e l f  w i thout  a husband to support her has much more op­
p o r tu n i t y  to s tay and become g a i n f u l l y  employed a t  something other  
than domestic work w i t h i n  her own local  community instead o f  being 
forced to move to the l a r g e r  urban a reas ,  a move which in many cases 
was not undertaken e a g e r ly .
Range l i v e s to c k  production is seen as the continued major economic 
a c t i v i t y  and growth,  i f  any,  in th is  county w i l l  probably be q u i te  
moderate.
The populat ion trends over the past few decades in th is  county 
c lo s e ly  fo l lo w  those which the s ta te  has exper ienced.  There is a 
slowly  growing proport ion  o f  c h i ld re n  under 15 years o f  age which 
ind ica tes  a high ra te  o f  reproduct ion ,  but one tha t  is increasing  
a t  a much slower ra te  than i t  is fo r  the nation  and s t a t e .  The pro­
p o r t io n  o f  o ld e r  people is a lso inc re as ing .  The proport ion  o f  people 
between the ages o f  15 and 6k  is decreasing.  The populat ion loss fo r  
th is  county between the years o f  19^0 and 1960 has a lready  been d i s ­
cussed in the above m a te r ia l  -  i t  is q u i te  dramat ic  (see data s h e e t ) .  
The sex r a t i o  is very high and shows l i t t l e  sign o f  d e c l in in g  a t  a 
s w i f t  r a t e .  This ind ica tes  th a t  the economy has never been and con­
t inues not to be conducive to accommodating a large  number o f  females .  
The o p p o r tu n i t ie s  fo r  females are  inc rea s in g ,  but have f a r  to go, and 
as long as c a t t l e  ranching is the only major industry  in the a re a ,  f e ­
males w i l l  always f in d  l im i t e d  oppor tu n i ty  f o r  ga in fu l  employment.
7 2 .
CASCADE
Cascade County is one o f  the most populous in the s t a t e .  I t  is loca­
ted in the n o r th - c e n t r a l  region o f  Montana, and is surrounded by the  
fo l lo w in g  counties:  Jud i th  Basin,  Chouteau, Teton,  Lewis and C la rk ,  
and Meagher. There are  th ree  major communities located w i t h in  the 
county ,  the s ize  o f  Great F a l l s ,  of  course overshadows the o th er  two.  
The f i r s t  is B e l t ,  which had a populat ion o f  702 in 1950 and 757 i n v 
I 96 0 .  The second is Cascade w i th  a populat ion o f  447 in 1950 and 604 
in 1960. F i n a l l y ,  Great F a l l s ,  the la rg e s t  urban area in the s t a t e ,  
had a populat ion o f  39,124 in 1950 and 55 ,357  in I960.
The huge increase  in populat ion experienced by Cascade County in
\
the period between 1940 and 1950 (26.3%) was second only  to  th a t  o f  
Yellowstone County (35.7%)* A large contingent o f  m i l i t a r y  personnel  
located a t  the a i r  base in Great F a l ls  and a period o f  prosperous a g r i ­
c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  in the n o r th - c e n t r a l  count ies  were the two major  
fa c to rs  c o n t r ib u t in g  to the rapid  ra te  o f  increase during  t h i s  per iod .  
There was a 31% increase in the demand f o r  a l l  types o f  labor in th is  
county except f o r  a g r i c u l t u r e  and mining.  Government and c onstruct ion  
accounted f o r  the two la rg e s t  p ropor t iona l  expansions.  They doubled,  
w h i le  a l l  o th e r  openings increased from 30 to  40 percent.  Consistent  
w ith  the general  trend observed in the employment p ic t u r e  o f  the o ther  
count ies in the s t a t e  the demand fo r  female workers showed a s t ronger  
upswing than did the demand fo r  male workers.
The growth o f  the county from 1950 to  1960 was again q u i te  enor­
mous, 38 . 5%. The trend toward increased demand fo r  women workers con­
t inued and labor  demands grew in a l l  i n d u s t r i a l  ca tegor ies  except those
73.
TABLE VII
DATA SHEETS CASCADE COUNTY
1930 1940 1950 1960
Age P ro p o rt io n s
Under 15 years 27.4$ 23 .0$ 27.5$ 34 .4$
15 to  64 years 68. C$ 70 .3$ 65.0$ 57 .9$
65 yea rs  & over 4*6$ 6 .7 $ 7 .9 $ 7 .7 $
Index  o f  A g ing 16.7 29 .0 28.9 22.5
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity 15*5 15.8 19.9 27.6
P ercen t Change 5 .9$ 2 .1 $ 26.3$ 38 .5$
P o p u la tio n 41,146 41,999 53,027 73,418
Sex R a tio 112.4 105.9 107.5 104.0
P ercen t Urban 70.1$ 71 .3$ 74 .0$ 78 .5$
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1930 AGE 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 106.5 Under 5 99.7 104.9 101.4
5 - 9 109.4 5 - 9 106.4 104.6 102.6
10=14 93.9 10-14 106.3 99.5 103.0
15-19 95.9 15-19 98 .4 99.6 97.5
20-24 101.1 20-24 81.1 105.9 108.4
25-29 100.1 25-29 98.9 110.1 108.2
30-34 105.7 30-34 110.4 105.7 107.0
35-44 123.5 35-39 96.5 102.1 106.7
45-54 143,7 40-44 101.2 118.2 106.0
55-64 136.0 45-49 111.7 107.7 105.2
65-74 136.0 50-54 127.5 107.3 114.0
75 & over 139.1 55-59 137.5 108.7 104.4
60-64 138.5 123.4 100,6
65-69 127.6 125.1 96.5
70-74 113.7 120.8 103.3
75 & over 127.5 103.9 99.2
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of  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  t ra n s p o r ta t io n  and u t i l i t i e s .  The economic base of  
Cascade County is broad, a recession in one sector  o f  the economy can 
usua l ly  be absorbed by an expansion in another and thus the growth 
p o te n t ia l  f o r  the county is p o s i t i v e .  The only  th ing  th a t  could re ­
verse the expansion o f  i t s  populat ion f o r  any period o f  time would be 
the c losure  o f  the a i r  base in Great F a l l s ,  which i s n ' t  l i k e l y  to  hap­
pen w i t h i n  the fo reseeable  f u t u r e .  One o f  the rosy p o t e n t ia ls  fo r  con­
s id e ra b le  expansion is the meat packing in d u s try .  I f  t h i s  continues 
to  take place  an ever  increasing  demand fo r  female workers w i l l  con- 
t  i nue.
The marked populat ion trends observable through an inspection  o f  
the data sheet f o r  t h i s  county inc lude ,  obv io u s ly ,  the extreme growth 
ra te  which is in marked c o n tra s t  to the more rura l  counties in the 
s t a t e .  The popula t ion o f  Cascade County a lso  seems to be younging 
instead o f  aging as is the case f o r  most o ther  count ies in Montana.
One very good reason f o r  th is  is probably the la rge  contingent o f  
younger people l i v i n g  in Great F a l ls  due to the lo c a t io n  there  o f  the 
a i r  base.  Great F a l ls  a lso  has a c o l leg e  which would,  o f  course,  a lso  
add to the proport ion  o f  younger people inving w i t h in  the county.  The 
sex r a t i o  is cons is ten t  w i th  the s t a te  average and is wel l  above the  
more ru ra l  c o u n t ies ,  th is  is an expected t rend .  A c t u a l l y ,  there  appear  
to be no unusual or  unexpected trends r e f l e c t e d  in the s t a t i s t i c s .
This county is p u l l in g  people from the more rura l  areas o f  the s t a t e .
I t  has a broad economic base which can a t t r a c t  and support both male 
and female ,  young and o l d .  The county 's  populat ion trends are  con­
s i s t e n t  w i th  th is  obs erv a t ion .
7 7 .
CHOUTEAU
The county o f  Chouteau Is located in the n o r th - c e n t r a l  p a r t  o f  
the s t a t e  and is encompassed by the counties o f  Cascade, Teton,  Pondera,  
H i l l ,  L i b e r t y ,  B la in e ,  Fergus and Judi th  Basin.  There are th ree  major  
communities included w i t h i n  th is  county and they a re :  Big Sandy, which 
had a popula t ion o f  7 *̂3 in 1950 and 95^ in 1960; For t  Benton, 1,522 in 
1950 and 1,889 in I960;  and f i n a l l y ,  G era ld in e ,  37^ in 1950, w i th  ten 
people fewer in I96 0 .  The county los t  popu la t ion  in the decade between 
19 *̂0 and 1950 (-A„7%).  The loss of  popula t ion  in the decade fo l lo w in g  
1930 was even more severe ( -1 5 .3 % ) .  Between 1950 and I96 0 ,  the county 
gained a small number o f  people showing a 5.^% gain .
The years between 19**0 and 1950, as was the case s ta te w id e ,  noted 
a marked s h i f t  in residence f o r  many o f  the people in th is  county.  A 
la rge  proport ion  o f  the farm d w e l le rs ,  o n e - f i f t h ,  vacated t h e i r  rura l  
places o f  residence and took up homes in or  near the local  communities 
in a d d i t io n  to those who moved out o f  the county e n t i r e l y .  The unusual 
phenomenon accompanying th is  exodus o f r u r a l  people is th a t  there  oc­
curred a four  to one r a t i o  o f  new job openings.  That i s ,  during th is  
period o f  populat ion loss ,  four  new jobs opened fo r  every te rm in a t io n .  
The t rade  and construct ion  in d u s tr ies  accounted f o r  most o f  the new 
job opportunit ies .  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  keeping in l i n e  w i th  the re s t  o f  the 
c ount ie s ,  accounted f o r  most o f  the job te rm in a t io n s .
The downward trend o f  populat ion s ize  was reversed in the period  
between 1950 and i 960 and thus ,  the large  number o f  new jo b  openings 
f i n a l l y  began e n t i c in g  some people to stay behind in a d d i t io n  to those 
few who moved in to  the county.  A g r ic u l tu r e  again exper ience a sharp
7 8 .
TABLE VIII
DATA SHEET: CHOUTEAU COUNTY
1950 1940 1950 1960
Age P ro p o rt io n s
Under 15 years 30 .9$ 24. 6$ 29.2$ 56 .5$
15 to  64 years 64 .5$ 68.5$ 61.5$ 55.1$
65 yea rs  & over 4 .7 $ 7 .1 $ 9 .5 $ 10. 6$
Index  o f  Ag ing 15.2 28.7 51.7 29.1
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity 2 .2 1.9 1.8 1 .9
P ercen t Change - 21. 8$ -15.5$ -4 .7 $ 5 .4 $
P o p u la tio n 8,655 7,516 6,974 7,548
Sex R a tio 129.5 127.5 120,5 111.5
P ercen t Urban -  - ----- -  - _ _
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1950 AGE 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 145.7 Under 5 107.1 112.2 119.2
5 = 9  115.5 5 - 9 118.6 95.6 102.1
10-14 120„5 10-14 108.8 107.9 . 108.5
15-19 104.0 15-19 109.5 139.5 94.1
20-24 126.0 20-24 146.6 105.6 98.6
25-29 116.0 25-29 117.2 101.2 86.1
50-54 105.6 50-54 117.5 125.8 115.8
55-44 151.2 55-59 124.4 .119.6 97.1
45-54 195.4 40-44 111 .2 ■125.0 125.9
55-64 161.9 45-49 118.5 129.6 128.8
65-74 258.5 50-54 145.2 111.0 119.4
75 & ove r 169.7 55-59 180.6 124.2 127.3
60-64 204.7 166.2 109.6
65-69 159.0 169.7 114.0
70-74 121 .1 211 .9 143.3
75 & Over 162.5 106.1 144.6
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d e c l in e  in the number o f  people i t  employed due to m odern iza t ion ,  con­
s o l id a t i o n  o f  the s m al le r  farms, and the conversion o f  some farm land 
to n o n - a g r ic u l t u r a l  uses.  Small decreases in economic opp o r tu n i ty  were 
experienced in the areas o f  min ing,  c o n s t ru c t io n ,  t r a d e ,  f inance  and 
real  e s t a t e  w h i le  there  were moderate gains in s e rv ic e s ,  government,  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  u t i l i t i e s ,  and manufactur ing .  One important phenomenon 
r e la t e d  to the employment s i t u a t i o n  in th is  county is the sharp increase  
in the number o f  women g a i n f u l l y  employed. By I96 0 ,  the r a t i o  o f  female  
workers rose to k0% o f  the t o t a l  n o n -a g r ic u l t u r a l  work fo rc e .  This is 
a general  trend occurr ing  throughout the s t a t e ,  but i t  seems to  be ac­
centuated in th is  county.
The p o s i t io n  a g r i c u l t u r e  holds in the economic s t r u c t u r e  o f  th is  
county w i l l  not change much in the near f u t u r e .  Chouteau County is 
the leading wheat producing county in the nation and i t  is t h i r d  in 
the s t a te  in per - fa rm  average cash re ce ip ts  obta ined from crops.
The populat ion trends e xem p l i f ied  by the s t a t i s t i c s  as shown on 
the data sheet and in the popula t ion pyramids include a high ra te  o f  
f e r t i l i t y ,  a growing proport ion  o f  people in the popula t ion over 65 
years o f  age,  a high sex r a t i o  ( d e c l in in g  a t  a ra th e r  slow r a t e ) ,  and 
a reversal  o f  a consis tent  populat ion loss which has e x is te d  f o r  over  
t h i r t y  yea rs .  None o f  these trends can be considered unexpected,  th is  
is a ru ra l  county close to a major trade center  and i t s  populat ion  
composit ion and trends r e f l e c t  th is  s i t u a t i o n .
CUSTER
Custer County is located in the southeastern sect ion  o f  the s t a t e  
and is bordered by the fo l lo w in g  counties:  C a r t e r ,  F a l lo n ,  P r a i r i e ,
8 2.
TABLE IX
DATA SHEET; CUSTER COUNTY
1930 . 1940 1950 1960
Age P ro p o rt io n s
Under 15 years 28.8$ 22.9 $ 28.0$ 32 .4$
15 to  64 yea rs 66 .7$ 70 .2$ 62.9$ 55 .8$
65 ye a rs  & over 4 .5 $ 6 .9$ 9 .2 $ 11.8$
Index  o f Ag ing 15.7 30.4 32.9 36 .4
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity 2 .0 2 .8 3 .4 3.5
P ercen t Change -7 .8 $ -7 .3 $ 21.5$ 4 .5 $
P o p u la tio n 11»242 10,422 12,661 13,227
Sex R a tio 122.5 113.6 107.6 104.2
P ercen t Urban 63.8$ 70 .2$ 73 .0$ 73 .1$
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
ACE 1920 AGE 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 112.4 Under 5 108.6 91.0 98 .4
5 -  9 105.6 5 - 9 109.3 116.0 96 .8
10-14 123.3 10-14 116.2 112.6 99.2
15-19 135.9 15-19 133.2 108.1 138.0
20-24 104.5 20-24 98.6 101 .8 103.5
25-29 98.9 25-29 96.5 97.1 98 .9
30-34 109.9 30-34 114.0 101.7 102.7
35-44 125.8 35-39 91.3 100.5 97.6
45-54 150.5 40-44 101.4 121.5 110.5
55-64 141.6 45-49 116.5 101.9 98 .0
65-74 140.3 50-54 119.8 105.0 102.9
75 & ove r 139.6 55-59 159.0 117.6 93-3
60-64 125.1 127.3 104.3
65-69 101.9 153.3 114,9
70-74 157.5 107.7 105.3
75 & Over 132.9 111.2 122.4
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and, Rosebud. The only major community located in the county is 
Miles C i t y ,  which had a populat ion o f  9 ,2^3  in 1950 and 9 ,665  in I960 .
Custer County was one o f  only three  southeastern  Montana counties  
to show a gain in popula t ion  in the 19^0 to  1950 p e r io d .  The economic 
p ic tu re  in the county during the per iod was very s t rong ,  showing a 
f i f t y  percent r i s e  in employment w i th  women being h i red  on o n e - t h i r d  
o f  the new jo b s .  As o f  1950, one - four th  o f  a l l  job holders were women. 
There was a gain in a l l  major employment segments o f  the economy with  
trade  and serv ices  showing the la rges t  increases.
During the per iod between 1950 and I9 6 0 ,  the county was again one 
o f  three  southeastern count ies to exper ience a gain in popu la t ion .
This gain was due to the f a c t  th a t  the economic base o f  the area is 
more d i v e r s i f i e d  than th a t  o f  the o ther  counties in the region.  Women 
again made gains in t h e i r  employment s ta tus  dur ing th is  p e r io d ,  and 
t h is  was accomplished w h i le  the male sect ion  o f  the labor  fo rce  was 
undergoing a c o n t r a c t io n .
With Miles  C i ty  being the second t rade  cen ter  fo r  easte rn  Montana 
the continued growth o f  the county is almost assured.  The o i l  indus­
t r y  is a lso looking towards th is  county w i th  the hope o f some new 
d iscover ies  in mind. The expected c o n tra c t io n  o f  the a g r i c u l t u r a l  
labor force  in Custer County has not y e t  been f e l t  to any great  degree.  
A s l i g h t  drop in the s iz e  o f  farming and ranching employment has taken 
place in the a rea .  In the f u t u r e ,  the drop in the number employed 
should become sharper before  i t  s t a r ts  to  tape r  o f f  as the farms and 
ranches mechanize and conglomerate.
The popula t ion s t a t i s t i c s  o f  th is  county r e f l e c t  a s i t u a t i o n  where
86.
the populat ion is aging a t  a s w i f t e r  ra te  than is the s ta te  average.
This phenomenon is caused by an increased number o f  r e t i r e d  and widowed 
men and women s e t t l i n g  in Miles C i ty  from adjacent areas.  Other than 
th is  s w i f t e r  than normal aging o f  the populat ion,  there seem to  be no
anomolies in the trends worthy o f  f u r t h e r  a t t e n t i o n .
DANIELS
This county is located in the nor theastern  corner  o f  the s t a t e ,  
and is bordered by Canada, and the count ies o f  Sheridan,  Roosevelt and 
V a l le y .  The two major communities in Daniels  County are:  F l a x v i l l e ,  
w ith  a populat ion o f  37** in 1950 and 262 in 1960; and Scobey, 1,628  
people in 1950 and 1,726 in 1960.
Daniels  County is the extreme example o f  a r u r a l ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
area which has a l im i t e d  economic base and consequently has lost popu­
l a t i o n  since I t s  i n s t i t u t i o n  (between 1920 and 1930).  During the period
between 1940 and 1950, the dec l ine  in populat ion can be a t t r i b u t e d  to  a
one- four th  reduct ion in farm numbers which coincided w i th  an even sharp­
e r  descent in the number o f  rura l  farm d w e l le rs .  This was a per iod  o f  
considerab le  o u t - m ig r a t io n ,  a period o f  movement from the country to 
the town ( u r b a n i z a t i o n ) .  The t o t a l  economy showed a negat ive  trend  
w ith  job  gains experienced l i g h t l y  in the f i e l d s  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t io n ,  
c o n s t ru c t io n ,  u t i l i t i e s  and trade . ,  Even s e r v ic e s ,  which is one c a te ­
gory th a t  us ua l ly  experiences gains when the others  are d e c l i n i n g ,  
wound up w i th  a d e f i c i t  a t  the end o f  the per io d .
The t ime between 1950 and I960 was a lso  one o f  c o n t ra c t io n ;  a l ­
though the d e c l in e  in the populat ion was p ro p o r t io n a te ly  not q u i t e  as 
severe as i t  had been during the previous decade. The a g r i -
87.
TABLE X
DATA SHEET: DANIELS. COUNTY
1930 1940 1950 1960
Age P ro p o rt io n s
Under 15 years 37. 7$ 29.4 $ 31 .6$ 33.4$
15 to  64 years 60.1$ 66 .6$ 61 .9$ 55.1$
65 yea rs  & over 2 .2  $ 4.1 $ 6 .5 $ 11.5$
Index o f  A g ing 5 .8 15.2 20.5 34.3
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity 3 .8 3 .2 2V7 2.6
P ercen t Change _  _ -1 7 .5 $ -1 3 .5 $ -4 .8 $
P o p u la tio n 5,533 4,565 3,946 3,755
Sex R a tio 119.1 120.2 115-3 107.8
P ercen t Urban _  _ — — — — -  —
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1930 AGE 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 98 .8 Under 5 87 .6 96,1 109.6
5 - 9 112.5 5 - 9 103.1 123.8 97.7
10-14 101 .3 10-14 100.4 94.2 103.6
15-19 102.6 15-19 102.5 103.8 123.4
20-24 103.1 20-24 130.7 105.4 84 .0
25-29 112.1 25-29 125.2 122.8 105.2
30-34 102.4 30-34 109.4 119.6 87 .0
35-44 143.3 35-39 103.5 122.5 105.1
45-54 179.7 40-44 118.2 101 .9 119.5
55-64 173.6 45-49 128.8 114.8 122.3
65-74 147.1 50-54 184.0 96.6 94.1
75 & Over 131.3 55-59 181 .5 134.7 118.4
60-64 208.3 202.1 96.5
65-69 246.2 123.3 160.9
70-74 141 .7 176.9 135.0
75 & Over 80 .0 127.3 98 .4
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c u l t u r a l  sector  o f  the economy again cut i t s  demand fo r  labor by one-  
fo u r t h ,  but the serv ices  f i e l d  f i n a l l y  gaired which p a r t i a l l y  cushioned 
the d e c l in e  in a g r i c u l t u r e .  The female sec tor  o f  the labor market made 
some good progress and by I960 they held 37% o f  the t o t a l  jobs in the  
county.  This was an increase o f  e ig h t  po ints  from the 1950 l e v e l .
The demographic s t a t i s t i c s  as presented on the data sheet fo r  
Daniels County r e f l e c t  the economic s i t u a t i o n  as i t  was o u t l in e d  above.  
The proport ion  o f  people between the ages o f  15 and 6** has been s h r in k ­
ing in r e l a t i o n  to the 65 years and over group. The under 15 year  
category has been increasing a t  a decreasing ra te  s ig n i f y i n g  th a t  there  
are fewer people o f  c h i ld b e a r in g  age l i v i n g  in the county now than 
there were in the past .  The Index o f  Aging q u o t ie n t  is f i v e  and one-  
h a l f  points  above the s t a te  average.  This is i n d ic a t i v e  o f a  populat ion  
which is aging r a p id ly ,  has a shr in k ing  middle age group and a narrowly  
expanding group under the age o f  15 years .  The sex r a t i o  r e f l e c t s  the 
gains made in female employment during the past few decades. The women 
now don ' t  fee l  as compelled to  leave the county as they had p rev ious ly  
because there  is more economic oppor tun i ty  f o r  them in t h e i r  own l o c a l ­
i t y .  The females are emmigrating w i th  the male sector  o f  the popula­
t io n  but the ra te  o f  emmigration is lower than i t  would be i f  there  
were less o ppor tu n i ty  f o r  the females l o c a l l y .
The fu t u r e  trends in the populat ion composition o f  Daniels County 
appear to fo l lo w  the r u r a l ,  agrar ian  p a t t e r n .  The county is noted fo r  
i t s  wheat fa rming,  i t s  long time wheat y i e l d  per acre is wel l  above the  
average o f  the eleven northeastern  c ount ie s ,  i t s  farms now rank f i f t h  
in Montana in average cropland acreage,  and they are in s ix th  p o s i t io n  
in average cash re ce ip ts  from crops.  A g r ic u l tu r e  is permanent in
9 1 .
Danie ls  County as i t s  major industry  and the fu tu re  popula t ion com­
p o s i t io n  w i l l  r e f l e c t  th is  f a c t .
DAWSON
Dawson County, located in the easte rn  section o f  the s t a t e ,  is 
surrounded by the counties  of  Wibaux, Richland, McCone, and P r a i r i e .
The two major communities located in th is  county are:  G lendive,  the 
1 a r g e s t - ~ 5 ,25** in 1950 and 7 .078 in I960 ,  and Richey— 595 in 1950 and 
480 in I960.
The per iod between 1930 and 1940 experienced a c o n tra c t io n  o f  
populat ion (-12.8%) which was concentrated in the a c t iv e  age groups 
( those in the 15 to 64 age span).  I t  a lso  had a decrease in the under 
15 year  group which r e f l e c t e d  a lower f e r t i l i t y  ra te  o f  the World War I I  
and pre-war  years .  There was a c t u a l l y  a general  o u t -m ig ra t io n  during  
t h i s  per iod which cut through a l l  age and sex groupings. The per iod  
between 1940 and 1950 reversed th is  loss o f  popula t ion trend and a t  the  
end o f  tha t  period a net gain o f  5>5% was recorded. The major f a c t o r  
which con tr ibu ted  to  th is  small gain in populat ion was the employment 
generated by o i l  e x p lo ra t io n  which became a c t iv e  in the 1940's .  The 
ru ra l  farm populat ion experienced a d e c l in e ,  but th is  was o f f s e t  by 
the increase in the populat ion o f  Glendive and a lso by an increase in 
rura l  non-farm residences.
The 1950-1960 period demonstrated an increasing gain in popula t ion  
f o r  the county. Again,  the major reason f o r  the popula t ion expansion  
was an ever  increasing a c t i v i t y  in o i l  development.  The ra te  o f  in ­
crease shown by Dawson County during th is  period was exceeded by only  
f i v e  o th e r  counties  in Montana. The marked increases in the employment
92.
1 Ai3LE X I
DATA SHEET? DAWSON COUNTY
1930 1940 1950 1960
Age P ro p o rt io n s
Under 1 5 years 33 .4$ 27.1$ 31.9$ 38.2$
15 to  64 years 63.2$ 67 .3$ 60 .4$ 54.3$
65 years & over 3-4$ 5 .5$ 7 .7 $ 7 .4$
Index o f Ag ing 10.2 20.3 24.1 19.4
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity 4 .2 3 .7 3 .9 5 .2
P ercen t Change 7 .0 $ -1 2 .8 $ 5 .5 $ 35.4$
P o p u la tio n 9,881 8,618 9,092 12,314
Sex R a tio 118.3 111.9 107.4 102.8
P ercen t Urban 46.9$ 52.5$ 57 .8$ 57.3 $
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1930 AGE 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 101 .1 Under 5 95.7 103.2 105.6
5 - 9 112.6 5 -  9 101.7 102.6 98.6
10-14 100.2 10-14 100.7 107.3 104.2
15-19 105.9 15-19 118.2 96.5 102.0
20-24 121 .1 20-24 108.6 75.6 78.1
25-29 111.0 25-29 112.5 112.3 94.9
30-34 116.2 30-34 107.2 99.1 112.6
35-44 129.6 35-39 103.3 123.8 114.9
45-54 154.6 40-44 99.6 102.4 95.9
55-64 150.5 45-49 95-1 110.9 116.4
65-74 119.7 50-54 155.0 97 .7 105.2
75 & Over 154.8 55-59 156.7 100.5 112.2
60-64 147.1 143.9 115.2
65-69 124.2 158.7 81 .0
70-74 150.0 110.2 119.4
75 & Over 100.0 104.3 110.0
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trends f o r  the t rade  and serv ices  in d u s t r ies  in a d d i t io n  to th a t  exper ­
ienced by the o i l  d r i l l i n g  business had no d i f f i c u l t y  in shadowing the 
consis tent  losses due to the general  trend o f  decreasing employment in 
the a g r ic u l t u r e  s e c to r .  Glendive and Dawson County are  swiftly becoming 
the o i l  d r i l l i n g  center  f o r  easte rn  Montana. The o i l  a c t i v i t y  in th a t  
i n d u s t r i a l  s ec tor  has a l l  the p o te n t ia l  f o r  increasing  w i th in  the next  
few years instead o f  decreasing.  Thus, the prognosis fo r  the fu tu re  
growth in t h i s  county is q u i te  positive.
The populat ion trends as r e f l e c t e d  in the s t a t i s t i c s  presented on 
the data  sheet f o r  th is  county evidence th is  ra te  o f  economic growth.
The p ropor t ion  of  young dependents is h igh ,  in d ic a t in g  tha t  there  is 
a high p ropor t ion  o f  middle age adu l ts  represented w i t h in  the popula­
t io n  composit ion.  The popula t ion  o f  th is  county is a c t u a l l y  becoming 
p ro p o r t io n a te ly  younger,  the Index o f  Aging f o r  I960 was 9 .4  points  
lower than the s ta te  average.  The sex r a t i o  has been decreasing sharply  
over the past few decades. I t  was a t  the same leve l  as the s ta te  a ver ­
age In 1930 and had dropped to one po int below the s ta te  leve l  by i 9 60 . 
This s t a t i s t i c a l  p ic t u r e  represents an a c t i v e ,  expanding economy.
DEER LODGE
Deer Lodge County, in the western p a r t  o f  the s t a t e ,  is surrounded 
by the fo l lo w in g  count ies :  S i l v e r  Bow, J e f fe rs o n ,  Powell ,  G r a n i t e ,
R a v a l l i ,  and Beaverhead. The s in g le  major community in the county is 
Anaconda. This community had a populat ion o f  11,254 in 1950 and 12,054  
in I960 .
Deer Lodge County, a h ig h ly  i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  l o c a l i t y ,  r e f l e c t e d  the 
signs o f  the depression years more slowly than did most o th e r  counties  
in Montana. By 1940, the county had lo s t  16.4% o f  i t s  popu la t ion .  The
96.  
TABLE XII
DATA SHEET: DEER LODGE COUNTY
1930 1940 1950 1960
Age P ro p o rt io n s
Under 15 years 24 . 8$ 22.4$ 25 .1$ 31.5 $
15 to  64 years 69 .1$ 70 .5$ 64 .1$ 58.4$
65 years  & over 6 . 1$ 7 .1 $ 10. 8$ 10. 1$
Index o f A g ing 24 .7 30.4 42 .9 32.0
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity 22.1 18.5 22.4 25.3
P ercen t Change 6 .3 $ -1 6 .4 $ 21.5$ 12. 6$
P o p u la tio n 16,293 13,627 16,553 18,640
Sex R a tio 126.7 112.2 110.9 106.7
P ercen t Urban 76.7$ 80 .8$ 68 . 0$ 64.7$
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 19?0 AGE 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 118*7 Under 5 104.3 95.2 107.6
5 - 9  102.0 5 - 9 98 .7 102.3 103.4
10-14 99.3 10-14 115.2 104.4 96.5
15=19 92 .7 15-19 103.5 96.4 90.5
20-24 115.7 20-24 97.6 96.3 93.5
25-29 127.4 25-29 103.9 102.0 95.6
30-54 132.7 30-34 112.1 104.7 103.0
35=44 123.4 35-39 128.8 108.4 99.5
45-54 160.9 40-44 122.7 130.2 104.0
55-64 158.3 45-49 97 .4 147.4 106.7
65-74 209.2 50-54 128.6 124.5 136.7
75 & ove r 206.9 55-59 142.1 112.4 139.3
60-64 116.9 130i 0 124.8
65-69 125.6 136.0 97.3
70-74 124.2 119.4 110.5
75 & over 147.8 105.8 102.4
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proport ion  o f  c h i ld re n  under 15 years o f  age decreased due to  the low­
ered f e r t i l i t y  o f  the depression years .  The propor t ion  of a c t iv e  aged 
people increased due to the heightened production lev ies  o f  the copper 
industry  consis tent  w i th  the war e f f o r t s  during  the t ime the 1940 cen­
sus m a te r ia l  was gathered.
The per iod between 19^0 and 1950 was one o f  expansion.  The county 
gained in populat ion by 21.5%. The employment opportunities were created  
in the smel t ing industry  located in the county and consequently most o f  
the openings were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  men on ly ;  a l though,  the female sector  
made a g re a te r  percentage increase in the number o f  jobs f i l l e d .  The 
number o f  people employed in a g r i c u l t u r a l  pursu i ts  d e c l in e d ,  as could 
be expected,  but the number employed in almost a l l  o ther  ca tegor ies  
expanded.
During the l a s t  census decade, a popula t ion gain was again present  
in the county,  but i t  was o f  much smal le r  p ropo r t io n s .  The s t a t i s t i c s  
in d ica te  th a t  the gains experienced in the labor force  increases were 
garnered by the l a d ie s .  The mining and smelt ing industry  c u r t a i l e d  
t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  by one- ten th  as again did a g r i c u l t u r e .  The t rade  and 
serv ices  in d u s t r ie s  expanded, the main reason f o r  the expansion of  
economic o p p o r tu n i t ie s  f o r  the females.
The fu t u r e  growth o f  Deer Lodge County is un c er ta in .  I t  is de­
pendent upon the i n c l in a t io n s  o f  the Anaconda Company. A hugh copper 
concentra tor  u n i t  has been constructed in B u t te ,  which resu l te d  in 
p u l l in g  many people out o f  Deer Lodge County, another sect ion  o f  the  
smelt ing operat ions in Anaconda has re c e n t ly  been closed and moved to  
the Anaconda Company operat ions in Great F a l ls  and thus ,  the fu tu re
1 0 0 .
d oesn ' t  seem hopeful  f o r  the economy o f  the a rea .  The 1970 populat ion  
o f  the area is pred ic ted  to be 5 ^ %  above the I960 l e v e l .  At the  
present t im e ,  th is  p r e d ic t io n  doesn 't  seem r e a l i s t i c .
The demographic s t a t i s t i c s  presented f o r  th is  county r e f l e c t  an 
aging pop u la t io n ,  an o u t -m ig ra t io n  o f  people between the ages o f  18 
and 35,  and a sex r a t i o  which is below the rura l  average,  but above 
th a t  which should be e x i s t e n t  fo r  a r e l a t i v e l y  h igh ly  urbanized re ­
g ion .  The reason f o r  the high sex r a t i o  is tha t  the basic  industry  o f  
the county is one which requires  demanding physical  l a b o r ,  thus ,  there  
are s t i l l  r e l a t i v e l y  few openings fo r  the female hoping to be g a i n f u l l y  
employed.
FALLON
Fa l lon  County, found on the eastern border o f  the s t a t e ,  is 
bounded by North Dakota, and the counties o f  C a r t e r ,  Custer ,  P r a i r i e ,  
and Wibaux. There are  two major communities located w i t h in  th is  county.  
They inc lude: Baker,  the l a r g e s t ,  w i th  a popula t ion o f  1,772 in 1950 
and 2 ,365  in I960; and, Plevna wi th  a populat ion o f  2^7 in 1950 and 
263 in I960.
The popula t ion  pyramids f o r  th is  county r e f l e c t  the populat ion  
f lu c t u a t io n s  in a num er ica l ly  small populat ion w i th  a high ra te  o f  
m o b i l i t y .  The large  cont ingent  o f  c h i ld re n  as depicted by the popula­
t io n  pyramids is in d i c a t i v e  o f  a high ra te  o f  f e r t i l i t y  which is con­
s i s t e n t  w i th  trends in the rura l  areas during th a t  period (1930 -19^0) .
The county went through the beginning phases o f  economic expansion  
dur ing the period between 19^0 and 1950. The a g r i c u l t u r a l  sec tor  o f  
the economy enjoyed prosperous times during these years in a d d i t io n  to
101.
TABLE X I I I
DATA SHEET: FALLON COUNTY
1930 1940 1950 1960
Age P ro p o rt io n s
Under 15 years 36 .0$ 30.8$ 31 .7$ 37.1$
15 to  64 years 60 .5$ 64 .1$ 60 .5$ 54.0$
65 yea rs and over 3 .5 $ 5 .1$ 7 .9 $ 8 .9$
Index  o f  Ag ing 9 .7 16.7 24 .8 23 .9
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity 2 .8 2 .3 2 .2 2 .4
P o pu la tion . : 4 ,568 3,719 3,660 3,997
Pepu&nt Change 0 .4 $ -18.6$ -1 .6 $ 9 .2$
Sex R a tio 115.1 111 .1 113.0 103.7
P ercen t Urban _ _ _ _ -  - -----
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1930 AGE 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 107.0 Under 5 75.3 103.1 97.9
5 - 9 95.9 5 - 9 96.9 99.5 104.2
10-14 112.1 10-14 117.3 99.4 100.0
15-19 92.5 15-19 76 .8 110.1 98.5
20-24 117.8 20-24 105.6 144.1 87 .8
25-29 121 .4 25-29 93.1 129.3 102.5
30-34 120.0 30-34 110.4 103.1 144.0
35-44 117.4 35-39 114.7 107.7 106.7
45-54 141.0 40-44 85 .9 120.2 100.0
55-64 173.3 45-49 114.1 127.4 111.7
65-74 144.4 50-54 125.5 95 .8 111.9
75 & Over 88.5 55-59 119.6 105.3 126.6
60-64 174.5 104.7 67 .8
65—69 166.7 128.8 96.7
70-74 140.0 178.6 78.1
75 & over 121.7 134.4 135.3
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the increasing  a c t i v i t y  o f  the o i l  in d u s try .  In s p i te  o f  the prosper­
ous a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o n d i t io n s ,  there  was a dec l ine  in the amount o f  farm 
labor employed because o f  new and b e t t e r  techniques f o r  procur ing food 
s t u f f s .  Addit ions  in manufactur ing,  c o n s t ru c t io n ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  
u t i l i t i e s ,  and t rade areas o f  the economy were s u f f i c i e n t  to  pu l l  the 
employment level  up to  the po in t  where the county los t  only  1.6% o f  i t s  
1940 popula t ion l e v e l .
A big event occurred in 1951 in Fa l lon County which insured th a t  
no loss o f  populat ion would occur by the census year  1960. This event  
was the d iscovery o f  o i l .  Thus, despi te  a o n e - t h i r d  reduct ion in a g r i ­
c u l t u r a l  needs in the manpower a rea ,  the level  o f  t o t a l  employment in 
the county cl imbed. In conjunction w i th  th is  reduct ion o f  employment 
in the a g r i c u l t u r a l  in d u s t ry ,  there  was a lso a reduct ion in the number 
o f  farms and the number o f  ru ra l  farm re s id e n ts .  There was, in response 
to  the increased o i l  a c t i v i t y ,  a sharp increase in the number o f  r u r a l ,  
non-farm people .  The o th e r  areas of  the economy expanded in accord 
w ith  the o i l  expansion and many o f  the new jobs were made a v a i l a b l e  fo r  
women.
The general  popula t ion trends o f  note r e f l e c t e d  in the county 's  
demographic s t a t i s t i c s  include  a high ra te  o f  f e r t i l i t y  as evidenced  
by the c o n s is te n t ly  higher than average proport ion  o f  c h i ld re n  under 
f i f t e e n  in the p o pu la t ion ,  a populat ion inc lud ing  a sm al le r  propor­
t io n  of  people over 65 yea rs ,  but which is aging a t  a s w i f t e r  ra te  
than is the s ta te  as a whole,  and a se r ie s  o f  sex r a t io s  which r e f l e c t  
the broadening o f  economic base and a heightened op p o r tu n i ty  in the  
female employment s e c to r .  The s t a t i s t i c s  r e f l e c t  a ra p id ly  s t a b l i z i n g  
popula t ion .
1 0 5 .
FERGUS
Fergus County is located in the center  o f  the s t a t e  and is 
surrounded by the counties o f  Petroeum, P h i l l i p s ,  B la in e ,  Chouteau, 
Judi th  Basin,  Wheatland, Golden V a l l e y ,  and M us se lshe l l .  Several  
communities are  located in t h i s  county,  the la rg e s t  is the county  
s e a t ,  Lewistown, which had a populat ion o f  6 ,573  in 1950 and 7,^08 in 
1960. As a po in t  o f  i n t e r e s t ,  Lewistown is the exact geographic  
center  o f  M o n t a n a .^
The per iod between 1930 and 19^0 in Fergus County was marked by 
a 15-1% popula t ion  loss.  The loss can be accounted f o r  by the drought  
years during the depression and the subsequent reduct ion o f  employment.  
The 19^0 to 1950 per iod manifested a s t a t i c  pop u la t io n .  The reduct ion  
in the number o f  jobs a v a i l a b l e  to the people in the a g r i c u l t u r e  f i e l d  
was o f f s e t  by an increase in o ther  areas o f  the economy; trade  and 
const ruct io n  lead ing.
During the census per iod between 1950 and I9 6 0 ,  the populat ion was 
again s t a t i c  In d ic a t in g  th a t  many people were leav ing  the county in 
search o f  jobs e lsewhere .  The populat ion pyramids show th a t  younger 
people were the major o u t -m ig ra t io n  group. Consistent w i th  the national  
and s t a t e  t re n d ,  economic o p p o r tu n i t ie s  f o r  women increased enough to 
br ing  the sex r a t i o  down to a level  c lose  to the s t a t e  average.
Other trends in the composition o f  the populat ion worthy o f  note  
inc lude: a severe aging o f  the populat ion caused p a r t l y  by the o u t -
-^Ross, James K„ , "We Visit Fergus County" Montana Sta te  
Col lege Farmer, XV (January 1962),  p. 12.
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TABLE XIV
DATA SHEET: FERGUS COUNTY
1950 1940 1950 1960
Age p ro p o r t io n s
Under 15 yea rs 31.0$ 24 .8$ 28 „ 4$ 55.5$
15 to  64 years 65.8$ 66.9$ 60 .9$ 55.1$
65 yea rs  & over 5 .2  $ 8 .5 $ 10.7$ 15.6$
Index  o f  Ag ing 16.8 55.5 57.5 4 1 .0
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity 5 .9 • 5 .5 5 .3 5 .3
P o p u la tio n 16,551 14,040 14,015 14,018
P e rcen t Change -4 1 .7 $ -1 5 .1 # -0 .2 $ 0 .0 $
Sex R a tio 117.5 112.5 109.8 105.7
P e rcen t Urban 32.4$ 41 .6$ 46 .9$ 52.8$
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1950 AGE 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 105.6 Under 5 107.7 107.4 113.8
5 - 9  105.2 5 - 9 104.0 105.1 108.8
10-14 112.5 10-14 99.7 101.7 108.1
15-19 104.6 15-19 105.7 106.7 101.3
20-24 102.9 20-24 117.9 94.2 92.7
25-29 105.5 25-29 110.2 111.0 90.5
50-54 101 .5 50-54 100.7 105.8 94 .7
55-44 119.4 55-59 91.4 125.3 108.7
4 5 - 5 4  142.5 40-44 108.7 102.1 115.6
55-64 164.4 45-49 112.1 101.1 115.2
65-74 168.1 50-54 127.1 102.8 97 .9
75 & ove r 146.2 55-59 141.5 121.5 109.2
60-64 128.7 124.6 90 .9
65—69 158.4 151.1 102.7
70-74 145.2 121 .2 119.6
75 & Over 135.9 158.9 " 111.2
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migrat io n  o f  the younger people and p a r t l y  by the lo c a t io n  o f  the  
Montana Home fo r  the Aged in Lewistown, and a cont ingent  decreasing  
proport ion  o f  people between the ages o f  15 and 64.
The fu t u r e  prospects f o r  the county po int  toward a s ta b le  economy 
devoid o f  any sharp f lu c t u a t io n s  in the s iz e  and composition o f  i t s  
popula t ion .
FLATHEAD
Flathead County is the t h i r d  la rg e s t  in Montana. Located in the  
northwestern corner o f  the s t a t e ,  i t  is bordered by Canada and the 
counties of  G la c ie r ,  Pondera,  Te ton,  Lewis and C la r k ,  Missoula ,  Lake,  
Sanders and L inco ln .  The three major communities w i t h in  the county in ­
clude Columbia F a l l s - - 1 , 2 3 2  in 1950 and 2 ,132  in 1960; K a l i s p e l l ,  the  
county s e a t ,  w i th  9 ,7 37  in 1950 and 10,151 in I960;  and, W h i te f is h ,
3 ,268 in 1950 and 2 ,965 in I960 .
The county lo s t  popula t ion  between 1930 and 1940 ( - 1 1 .5 ? )  , a 
trend consis tent  w i th  the res t  o f  the s t a te  although the amount los t  
was much more than th a t  experienced by most o ther  c ount ies .  During 
the census period o f  1940 to 1950, the trend o f  popula t ion  loss did  
a reversa l  and the county gained by 26.4%. This popula t ion expansion 
was due to increased o p p o r tu n i t ie s  in the c o n s t ru c t io n ,  r a i l r o a d ,  trade  
and serv ice  in d u s t r i e s .  The ra te  o f  growth experienced by Flathead  
County during th is  period was the h ighest  experienced by any county in 
western Montana. The expansion in the const ruct io n  industry  was caused 
by work s ta r te d  on the Hungry Horse Dam in 1948. Mining and a g r ic u l t u r e  
provided su b s tan t ia l  losses in job o p p o r tu n i t ie s  and the female ,  again ,  
made su b s tan t ia l  inroads in to  ob ta in in g  s u i t a b le  employment f o r  h e r s e l f .
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TABLE XV 
DATA SHEET: FLATHEAD COUNTY
Age P ro p o rt io n s
1930 1940 1950 1960
Under 15 years 29-5$ 25. 8$ 29.3$ 33.4$
15 to  64 years 64.0$ 66.9 $ 62.0$ 55.2$
65 yea rs  & ove r 6 .5$ 7 .3 $ 8 .7 $ 11.4$
Index o f  Ag ing 22.1 28.2 29 .8 34.1
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity 3 .7 4 .7 6.1 6 .4
P o p u la tio n 19,200 24,271 31,495 32,965
P ercen t Change -1 1 .5 $ 26.4$ 29.8$ 4 .7 $
Sex R a tio 117.6 112.8 110.6 100.5
P ercen t Urban 46.3$ 44 .7$ 41 .3$ 39 .8$
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1930 AGE 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 103.3 Under 5 103.1 97.6 98.4
5 -  9 108.5 5 - 9 109.0 107.4 98 .7
10-14 104.6 . 10-14 104.2 105.3 97 .0
15-19 105.4 15-19 106.6 96.9 105.9
20-24 105.0 20-24 110,3 102.9 81 .8
25-29 105.0 25-29 107.4 93.6 8 6 ,9
30-34 107.2 30-34 104.3 101 .2 103.3
35-44 120.8 35-39 104.9 112.1 96 .7
45-54 145,6 40-44 101.4 116.1 95.3
55-64 147.9 45-49 116.9 124.3 108.5
65-74 151 .4 50-54 126.7 116,8 103.0
75 & over 170.6 55-59 142.6 127,5 106.1
60-64 148.5 141 .4 101.9
65-69 125.6 147.9 119.4
70-74 144.7 144.7 120.1
75 & over 134.1 129.1 108.4
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During the l a s t  census p er io d ,  w h i le  there  was a net increase in 
pop u la t io n ,  a decreased demand fo r  male workers was experienced and 
there  occurred an increased need fo r  non-seasonal workers in the manu­
f a c t u r in g  (aluminum and wood p roduc ts ) ,  trade  and s erv ice  in d u s t r ie s .  
The fu t u r e  economic s i t u a t i o n  in th is  area is u n c e r t a in ,  the county 
is f e d e r a l l y  recognized as a seasonal unemployment area and u n t i l  th is  
problem is so lved,  the p o te n t ia l  fo r  fu t u r e  growth o f  a s u bstan t ia l  
nature  is l i m i t e d .  The 1970 populat ion f o r  the area is p red ic ted  to  
be 32,538  or  a loss o f  1.3% from the i 960 p o pu la t ion .
According to the populat ion pyramids,  there is a d e f i n i t e  o u t ­
migra t ion  o f  the younger a d u l t  groups in th is  county.  Since 19 6 0 , a 
community c o l le ge  has been i n s t i t u t e d  in Flathead County and th is  
should help to a l l e v i a t e  the o u t -m ig ra te  t re n d .  The reason these kids  
are leav ing  most areas o f  the s ta te  is th a t  they must a t tend  school 
elsewhere; they must e n te r  the m i l i t a r y  s e r v ic e ,  and there  have been 
few non-seasonal v a r i e t i e s  o f  jobs from which to choose, e s p e c ia l l y  
f o r  the female .  This s i t u a t i o n  seems to be changing s lo wly .
The populat ion in Flathead is aging.  K a l is p e l l  and sections  o f  
Flathead Lake have acquired the re p u ta t io n  o f  being a re t i rem en t  com­
muni ty ,  thus ,  the popula t ion  is aging.  In a d d i t io n  to t h i s ,  the exodus 
o f  the younger people causes the median age to  climb upward. The sex 
r a t i o  o f  the county is and has been low. In i 9 6 0 , the r a t i o  was two 
points  under the s t a t e  average.  The age s p e c i f i c  sex r a t i o  in d ic a te
^ P r o j e c t i o n s  by W.D. D ie h l ,  D i re c t o r  o f  Bureau o f  Business 
and Economic Research,  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  Montana.
m .
the number o f  males to females is consis tent  fo r  a l l  age groups.
GALLATIN
G a l l a t i n  County is located in southcentral  Montana. I t  is bor­
dered by the counties o f  Meagher, Park,  Madison and J e f fe rs o n ,  in 
a d d i t io n  to  Idaho and Yel lowstone Park.  The major communities in the  
county inc lude: Belgrade ,  Bozeman, Manhattan, and Three Forks.  Bozeman 
had a populat ion o f  1 1 ,325 in 1950 and 13*361 in 1960. The second 
l a rg es t  community is Three Forks,  which had a populat ion o f  1 ,1 lA in 
1950 and 1,161 in i 9 6 0 . The o ther  towns are  much s m al le r  and are not
counted in the urban popula t ion of  the county.
The 1920 and 1930 ten year span o f  time was not a period o f  de­
c l i n e  fo r  G a l l a t i n  County,  as i t  was f o r  so many o ther  counties in the 
s t a t e .  The county gained popula t ion to  the tune o f  1 .61 .  The county 
a lso  gained populat ion between 19^0 and 1950 . ( 13*3%)>■ a g re a te r  ra te  
than the s t a te  average.  The recent h is t o r y  o f  the populat ion o f  th is  
county has been one o f  expansion at  a tremendous r a t e .  The major rea­
sons fo r  th is  expansion have been the growth of  the Montana Sta te  
U n iv e r s i ty  and the county 's  prox imity  to Yel lowstone Nationa l  Park.
Increases have been t a l l i e d  in a l l  major industry  ca tegor ies  except,
o f  course,  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  which had a reduct ion o f  over 501 in i t s  labor  
fo rce during the l a s t  twenty years.  The females obta ined considerable  
gains in t h e i r  employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  c ons is ten t  w i th  the general  
trend a lready  noted in the o ther  parts  o f  the s t a t e .
The most s t r i k i n g  change in the populat ion composition o f  th is  
county is the notable  increase in the proport ion  o f  people ,  p a r t i c u ­
l a r l y  males,  in the age group 20 to 30 in the decade o f  1950 to 1960.
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TABLE XVI
DATA SHEET: GALLATIN COUNTY
1930 1940 1950 1960
Age P ro p o rt io n s
Under 15 years 28.2$ 23.7# 25.9# 30 .3#
15 to  64 years 64 .7# 68.9# 66. 1# 60 .8#
65 years & over 6 .1# 7 .4 # 8 .0 # 8 .9 #
Index o f Ag ing 21.0 31.0 30.8 29.3
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity 6 .4 7 .3 8 .7 10.3
P o p u la tio n 16,124 18,269 21,902 26,045
P ercen t Change 1.6# 13.3# 19.9# 18.9#
Sex R a tio 109.3 108.8 111.9 107.1
P ercen t Urban 42.5# 47 .4# 51.7# 51 .3#
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE . . 4930 AGE 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 103.1 Under 5 110.5 101.5 102.0
5 - 9 93.7 5 - 9 102.8 105.1 101.7
10-14 88.4 10-14 102.7 109.6 107.0
15-19 104.8 15-19 99.3 108.9 104.5
20-24 122.6 20-24 96 .8 142.3 142.0
2.5-29 98.5 25-29 104.4 123.7 125.7
30-54 95.4 3O-34 126.8 100.9 103.8
35-44 114.6 35-39 108,6 102,4 96.5
45-54 125.3 40-44 92.2 115.2 115.0
55-64 131 .2 45-49 104.5 106,4 106.0
65-74 146.4 50-54 130,7 97,2 97.6
75 & over 141 .6 55-59 127.0 106.8 84.5
60-64 118,7 131 ,3 97.1
65-69 127.9 120.9 97.1
70-74 132.5 112.3 107.7
75 & over 122.5 99.3 91.2
$
. 1
$
' -u
4
GEARTJI.'-lilitLlii!
i; !:!•!:; ■ I : i j ; ■ i :
'COUNTY!  1 9 3 0 ;;-.; i l i j i i■ p ja iA T IM
930 ,
i.. -  1 9 4 0
: - i ; ’ i-f-i!
jj-jTS
i s T t i i i ' r i i i  i1:!i;;f! i •
6 5  V  69 :
ii tfi
n r d
| | t ;60t4'o4d
l l i i lE h l
;?!>■; ]-;;}■; j
prH-j-fi H'-fi
,w l : f e i S
I'jrhxi:
iiDrixtrfj :i jxd:!
nVCJHT t-ir-tem:±L±J:.!±C tlf xrf ,:d:
•i-r-i n-M'r!- * 4-
t ijl ltd l I -dt ptititiTjiiip
m toa-j I -i-l+t=w tOPffil
r i+ ffli
d + S
;P::
±i:i:]3:.;:j,h * i  
3±b:r;? !
% 25!.^ :i29 i-F
f r 'S - j d  K ; ; ..................
.{.(-i-j.,.!-!..!-j,-!-;-j-UrvrH
':'rp~r j
rn m m
n-f-'j-i-T
I ii ti-H 
ifdi4j LtBf |: |S 20 j*  24 P-!T;Tn
B i f t T p f m mkH-ijvi-r; 
rv t h - r r
:z 5 t i ¥ . y m
.-H+r-ifiFa JX£.-X ' 1
■j tiifchx
iihiiLxlt:'; i x
!]xrH|diif!:iF!
•Wrri’i*
t il;
-PTidpi'tTiT-'iTi  ̂
-P3QE-iCcat-rl:
l - i B i  ! !--i-H-i-!-i; +  ■
'-!-{- -4-i-
1± ! t i
± ! i i i
S C H O O L  O F  F O R E S T F iY
M O N T A N A  S T A T E  U N IV E R S IT Y
•ix
i.
- i - M  -I--1- . _UL
-! -1 - | -I-
- I -
t t
■I960
t
2 \Lt-.VP! i  - I ) )i'Y
Cii
17
1750 -HmO:
Qv
2£
1-5 6S
T-r
I +  
r r -
6.C 6Ji
55
34
+~f\ -1-f
-r-r
3i;
j
1
4; 3 | l
4 C
lte;
I2C I33f[ ] £ ruu
1 1 8 .
This was caused by the inc lus ion  of the h e re to fo re  excluded c o l le g e  
students in the census enumeration o f  the a rea .  “ In the 1950 census,  
co l lege  students l i v i n g  away from home were considered residents  o f  
the communities in which they were res id in g  w h i le  a t tend ing  c o l le g e ,  
whereas,  in 19^0 , as in most previous censuses, they were g e n era l ly  
enumerated a t  t h e i r  parenta l  home."-^
The ser ie s  o f  sex r a t io s  demonstrates an anomolous t rend .  In 1930 
the sex r a t i o  was wel l  below the s ta te  average,  109*3 and 110.9 re ­
s p e c t i v e l y ,  between 1930 and 19^0 the r a t i o  d e c l in e d ,  fo l lo w in g  the 
general  trend noted throughout the s t a t e ,  but in 1950, the sex r a t i o  
jumped several  p o in ts .  This anamoly was due to the f a c t  t h a t ,  as was 
sta ted  above,  col lege students began to be enumerated in the populat ion  
w ith  which they were re s id in g  and most o f  the students a t te nd ing  the  
U n iv e rs i ty  at  Bozeman are  male. The sex r a t i o  then decl ined again by 
I960 but was s t i l l  above the s t a t e  average.
The proport ion  o f  aged res id ing  w i t h in  the county has a lso  been 
d e c l in in g  due to the fa c t  th a t  the co l lege  student popula t ion  is grow­
i n g  s w i f t l y  and t h a t  i t  is now enumerated in the county's  popula t ion .  
The number o f  people 65 years and over is a c t u a l l y  growing even though 
the propor t ion  i t  represents is d e c l in in g .
GARFIELD
The e a s tc e n t ra l  p or t ion  o f  the s ta te  is the lo ca t io n  o f  G a r f ie ld  
County. As a note o f  i n t e r e s t ,  th is  county is one o f the most sparsely  
populated counties  in the s t a t e ;  thus,  i t  should mani fest  an aging
-^Bureau o f  the Census, Eighteenth Census o f  the United S t a t e s , 
I960 ,  Volume I ,  Table 27,  P* 53*
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TABLE XVII
DATA SHEET: GARFIELD COUNTY
1930 1940 1950
Age P ro p o rt io n s
Under 15 years 34.4# 29 . 0# 29 .9#
15 to  64 years 61.6# 64 .3# 61 .3#
65 yea rs  & over 4 .0 # 6 .7 # 8 . 8#
Index o f  Ag ing 11.6 23.1 29.4
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity 0 .9 0.6 0 .5
P o p u la tio n 4,252 2,641 2,172
P e rcen t Change - 2 0 .8# -3 7 .9 # - 17. 8#
Sex R a tio 133.1 127.2 128.9
P e rcen t Urban —  — —  —
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1930 AGE 1940 1950
Under 5 108.0 Under 5 84-3 101.5
5 - 9 113.6 5 -  9 109.5 113.4
10-14 103.3 10-14 125.2 95.5
15-19 127.1 15-19 123.0 134.8
20-24 123.4 20-24 128.3 116.7
25-29 130.2 25-29 116.5 147.6
30-34 113.3 30-34 104.0 140.5
35-44 153.9 35-39 129.1 122.0
45-54 174.9 40-44 87 .9 141.7
55-64 168.4 45-49 140.8 125.0
65-74 277.1 50-54 158.4 109.8
75 & over 192.3 55-59 182.7 146.2
60-64 213.3 200.0
65-69 245.5 188,5
70-74 154.6 250.0
75 & over 246.2 140.0
1960
3.4.4# 
54 .6# 
1 1 . 1# 
32.2 
0 .4  
1,981 
-8.8# 
119-6
1960
114.6 
130.0
91.1 
137.1
98.1
107.6
140.4
138.5
104.3
128.6 
137.0 
147.6
106.3
141.9
122.9
144.4
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p o p u la t io n ,  a d e c l in e  in p o p u la t io n ,  a d e c l in e  in the numbers o f  middle 
aged people ,  a higher  s ix  r a t i o  than the s ta te  average and a high ra te  
o f  reproduct ion,  the county is bordered by P h i l l i p s ,  V a l l e y ,  McCone, 
P r a i r i e ,  Rosebud, and Petroleum. The s in g le  major community located  
w i t h in  the county is Jordan, w i th  696 in 1950 and 557 in 1960.
The number o f  people employed in the f i e l d  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  has been 
compressed during the per iod from 1925 to p resent ,  to o n e - fo u r th  i t s  
o r i g i n a l  l e v e l .  This f a c t o r ,  in conjunct ion w i th  the f a c t  th a t  a g r i ­
c u l tu r e  is the s in g le  economic base f o r  th is  county,  has caused an 
i n t e s t i v e  and lo n g - l i v e d  per iod o f  populat ion loss.  There are few 
segments o f  economic endeavor in th is  county which have escaped a de­
c l i n e  in the number o f  people employed; thus ,  in order  to earn a l i v i n g ,  
the res idents  have had to  move elsewhere.  The only  segment o f  the work 
fo rce  which has experienced improvements in i t s  economic p o s i t io n  is 
the female s ec to r .  By 1960, the females were employed in kS% o f  the 
t o t a l  jobs he ld .
The popula t ion trends as r e f l e c t e d  in the s t a t i s t i c s  are consis­
te n t  w i th  those pred ic ted  in the opening remarks o f  the sec t ion  re la te d  
to th is  county.  The composit ion o f  the populat ion is ag ing ,  and a 
degree o f  high f e r t i l i t y  is r e f l e c t e d  both in the popula t ion  pyramids 
and in the age p ropo r t io n s .  The proport ion o f  people in the " a c t iv e  
ages" is d e c l i n i n g ,  e s p e c i a l l y  those in the e a r l y  middle y ea rs ,  the 
sex r a t io s  are high and the re  is a general  o u t -m ig ra t io n  o f  a l l  seg­
ments o f  the age and sex s t r u c t u r e .  This county and the trends in i t s  
popula t ion s t r u c tu r e  is a textbook example o f  a r u r a l ,  sparse ly  popu­
la ted  a g r i c u l t u r a l  county ,  which,  because o f  modernizat ion can no
1 2 3 .
longer support a large  p o pu la t ion .  A l l  o f  the trends manifested in 
the demographic s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  t h i s  county are  complete ly  expected.
GLACIER
G la c ie r  County, in the northern p a r t  o f  the s t a t e ,  is bordered  
by Canada and the fo l lo w in g  count ies:  Too le ,  Pondera,  and F la thead.
The two major communities in the county are  Browning, 1,691 in 1950 
and 2,011 in I960 ,  and Cut Bank, the county s e a t ,  3,721 in 1950 and 
4 ,539 in 1960. One of  the most important fa c to rs  about th is  county 
is tha t  a large  segment o f  i t s  populat ion is Indian and most o f  i t s  
land area is re s e r v a t io n .  The presence o f  th is  contingent o f  people 
not noted f o r  t h e i r  m o b i l i t y  and t h e i r  use o f  b i r t h  contro l  methods 
d e f i n i t e l y  in f luences the composition of .  the p o pu la t ion .  One o f  the 
main fac to rs  behind th is  county 's  gain in popula t ion  is th a t  m o r t a l i t y  
rates o f  the Indian populat ion have been lowered over the past few 
decades and the reproduction  ra tes  have been on the upsurge.  Par t  o f  
the increasing ra te  o f  reproduction  in the Indian popula t ion  is due 
to the d e c l in in g  ra te  o f  in fa n t  m o r t a l i t y .  As a r e s u l t ,  there  are more 
c h i ld re n  s u rv iv in g  the in fa n t  danger phase and more people su rv iv in g  
to be counted among the e l d e r l y  w h i le  few are moving o f f  the reserva ­
t io n .
The tremendous increase in populat ion during the per iod between 
1930 and 1940 was due to the extens ive  amount o f  o i l  and n a tu ra l  gas 
e x p lo ra t io n  and d r i l l i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  tak ing  place in the a rea .  Sub­
sequent to  th a t  t im e ,  an o i l  r e f i n e r y  was e s ta b l is h ed  j u s t  outs ide  o f  
Cut Bank and a small World War I I  a i r  base was manned ad jacent  to  the 
c i t y .  The r e f i n e r y  and o i l  a c t i v i t y  are  s t i l l  fu n c t io n in g  but the a i r
124.
TABLE XVIII
DATA SHEET: GLACIER COUNTY...... ". I
1930 1940 1950 1960
Age P ro p o rt io n s
Under 15 years 34.6% 30 , 3$ 34.1% 38.7%
15 to  64 years 60.8% 65. 9$ 60.3% 55.4%
65 ye a rs  & over 4.5% 3 . 8% 5.6% 5.9%
Index o f  A g ing 13.1 12.5 16.4 15.4
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity 1 .8 3 .0 3 .2 3 .9
P o p u la tio n 5,297 9,034 9,645 11,565
P ercen t Change 26 ,8% 70 . 6% 6.8% 19.9%
Sex R a tio 127.6 119.1 109.3 108.8
P ercen t Urban -  _ 27.8% 38.6% 39.2%
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1930 AGE 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 108.1 Under 5 91.7 98.2 102.7
5 - 9 97.5 50^, 9 105.7 105.6 106.9
10-14 102.4 10-14 105.5 94.7 98 .0
15-19 104.3 15-19 98.9 94.5 114.3
20-24 136.9 20-24 105.1 93.1 101.4
25-29 128.9 25-29 104.4 103.7 103.1
30-34 110.9 30-34 119.2 99.5 114.9
35-44 175.4 35-39 142.4 112.3 114.9
45-54 154.1 40-44 140.3 108.6 101.8
55-64 212.6 45-49 148.7 129.0 111.7
65-74 165.6 50-54 188.1 144.8 113.0
75 & over 136.7 55-59 165.1 160.0 145.7
6O-64 226.8 177.2 129.0
65-69 136.9 129.3 124.2
70-74 178.6 151.7 124.0
75 & over 155.8 117.1 118.0
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base has s ince  been abandoned. Since 19^0, the o i l  industry  and 
a g r ic u l t u r e  have terminated a large sect ion  o f  the jobs they pre ­
v io u s ly  had a v a i l a b l e .  The t r a n s p o r t a t io n ,  t r a d e ,  u t i l i t i e s  and 
serv ices  ind u s tr ies  were the areas o f  the economy which made the most 
s i g n i f i c a n t  gains.  The county 's  close p rox im i ty  to  G la c ie r  Nationa l  
Park enables i t  to  gain some income fo r  the t o u r i s t  t r a d e ,  but no 
s i g n i f i c a n t  expansion o f  i t s  economy w i l l  take place  w i thout  new 
economic development.  The county is p red ic ted  a 19.9% increase in 
i t s  popula t ion by 1970, but l i t t l e  o f  th is  w i l l  come because o f  an 
expansion o f  i t s  economy. The populat ion expansion w i l l ,  i f  i t  does 
take p la c e ,  be caused by a high ra te  o f  f e r t i l i t y ,  improved h e a l th  
condi t ions and the lack o f  m o b i l i t y  among the county 's  Indian popula­
t i o n .
The s t a t i s t i c s  presented f o r  th is  county show th a t  a large  pro­
p or t ion  o f  the populat ion is composed o f  c h i ld re n  15 years and under.
The numbers o f  a l l  segments o f  the populat ion have increased,  but due 
to a high ra te  o f  f e r t i l i t y ,  e s p e c ia l l y  among the Indian p o pu la t ion ,  
the under 15 year  group is considerably  higher  than the s ta te  average.  
The Index o f  Aging c l e a r l y  po ints  out the p ropor t ion  o f  c h i ld r e n ,  
compared to the proport ion  of  e l d e r l y ,  is higher  than the s t a t e  average.  
The sex r a t i o  is a ls o  higher  than the s t a t e  average.
GOLDEN VALLEY
This county is located in the southcentra l  s ec t ion  o f  the s ta te  
and is surrounded by the count ies o f  M us se ls he l l ,  Ye l lowstone ,  S t i l l ­
w a te r ,  Sweet Grass,  Wheatland and Fergus. The two major communities 
in th is  county are  Lav ina ,  famous f o r  i t s  popula t ion  o f  195 in 1950 
and 212 in I960 and Ryegate which had a populous o f  339 in 1950
128. 
TABLE XIX
DATA SHEET: GOLDEN VALLEY COUNTY
1950 1940 1950 1960
Age P ro p o rt io n s
under 15 yea rs 55.7/o 2 4 .8 / 2 8 .6 / 3 2 .7 /
15 -  64 years 5 9 .1 / 6 6 .3 / 6 0 .2 / 5 2 .8/
65 yea rs  & over 5 .2 / 8 .9 / 1 1 .1 / 1 4 .5 /
Index o f  A g ing 14.5 35 .9 38.9 44.5
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity 1 .8 1.4 1.1 1 .0
P o p u la tio n 2,126 1,607 1,337 1,203
P e rcen t Change -  - - 2 4 - 4 / - 1 6 .8 / - 1 0 .0 /
Sex R a tio 121.4 127.6 120.9 118.3
P ercen t Urban _  — — — _  — _  —
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1930 AGE 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 90.4 Under 5 83.6 101 .3 122.6
5 - 9 109.6 5 - 9 112.3 125.9 116.1
10-14 116.3 10-14 113.9 96.2 107.4
15-19 115.7 15-19 111.9 ■111.7 151.5
20-24 96.9 20-24 155.0 132.3 72.7
25-29 80 .0 25-29 168.9 122.2 100.0
30-34 118.0 30-34 133.3 104.8 128.1
35-44 140.2 35-39 81 .6 131.7 129.0
45-54 157.6 40-44 102.9 96 .8 125.0
55-64 140.6 45-49 115.6 93.6 104.4
65-74 180.0 50-54 176.6 137.5 126.1
75 & over 333.3 55-59 133.3 88.6 121.1
60—64 172.4 170.3 91 .3
65—69 176.2 179.2 103.2
70-74 192.3 241.7 158.3
75 & over 123.8 156.3 150.0
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and 31^ in I960.  This county has experienced the most severe popolat ion  
loss o f  any county in southcentra l  Montana and is now the second s m al l ­
est  county,  populat ion w ise ,  in the s t a t e .
Since i t s  in c e p t io n ,  Golden V a l le y  County has lo s t  populat ion due 
to the f a c t  th a t  demands f o r  labor in the f i e l d  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  to a 
very real  ex ten t  the only  major industry  represented in the economy o f  
the county,  have been s t e a d i l y  d e c l in in g ;  a trend co n s is te n t  w i th  the 
nation and the rest  o f  the s t a t e .  Even trade and s e rv ic e s ,  two economic 
areas which g e n e ra l ly  have demonstrated gains during the past few de­
cades in Montana, d i d n ' t  make any gains but fo r  the most p a r t ,  a lso  
experienced losses o f  labor  fo rc e .  U n t i l  some o ther  industry  is added 
to the economy o f t h is  county,  there  is l i t t l e  hope f o r  an expansion 
o f  i t s  populat ion and there  w i l l  probably be f u r t h e r  c o n t r a c t io n .  The 
1970 census count f o r  Golden V a l le y  County is pred ic ted  to be more 
than 10% below the I960 l e v e l . ^
The populat ion pyramids presented f o r  th is  county are  a good ex ­
ample o f  the large  v a r ia t io n s  which show up in s t a t i s t i c a l  measures 
when a small populat ion is being in v e s t ig a te d .  The movement o f  a small  
group o f  people is r e f l e c t e d  on the charts  and tab les  as something im­
mense in r e l a t i o n  to the s t a t e ' s  sections o f  the p o pu la t ion .  There a r e ,  
however, some general  trends which can be picked out o f  th is  confusing  
array  o f  numbers and graphs. The county is undoubtedly los ing i t s  
young people and th is  is r e f l e c t e d  in the age proport ions and in the 
Index o f  Aging.  Mot only  t h a t ,  but the county is a lso los ing i t s  f e -
D ie h l ,  W.D., op. c i t .
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male popula t ion .  This loss o f  females is not concentrated in any of  
the age groups. The trends noted in the data  as presented f o r  th is  
county are  to be expected o f  any populat ion which is losing ground and 
which is o f  a r u r a l ,  a g ra r ia n  c h ara c te r .
GRANITE
Located in the western p a r t  o f  the s t a t e ,  Gran i te  County, famous 
fo r  i t s  s i l v e r  mining,  is surrounded by the counties o f  R a v a l l i ,  
Beaverhead, Deer Lodge, Powel l ,  and Missoula .  Both major communities 
located w i t h i n  the county a re  under 2 ,500 popula t ion  and thus not con­
s idered to  be urban areas by the U.S.  Census Bureau. P h i l ip s b u r g ,  the  
county s e a t ,  had a popula t ion o f  1,048 in 1950 and 1,107 in I96 0 .  The
o th e r  town is Drummond, which had a popula t ion  o f  531 in 1950 and 577
in I960 .
In the per iod between 1930 and 19^*0, the mining in d u s t ry ,  the major  
impetus behind most o f  the development in t h i s  county,  was s t i l l  a c t iv e  
and in conjunct ion w i th  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  the only  o ther  basic  industry  in 
the county ,  caused the age proport ions to be weighed toward the 20 to  
40 year  o ld s ,  and i t  caused the sex composition to be h e av i ly  male.  
Between 1940 and 1950,  the county lo s t  18.5% o f  i t s  p o pu la t ion .  This  
o u t -m ig ra t io n  is r e f l e c t e d  in the popula t ion  pyramids o f  1950 and 1960. 
The young, a c t i v e  aged people l e f t  in great numbers due to a reduct ion  
in the number o f  men employed in the mines and in a g r i c u l t u r a l  pur­
s u i t s .  Part  o f  the populat ion began commuting to Anaconda, about 40
miles away, to  f in d  work,  w h i le  continuing to l i v e  in P h i l ip s b u rg .  By 
1950, 20% o f  a l l  employees in the county were women. This proport ion  
was an improvement over the previous s i t u a t i o n .
1 3 3 .
TABLE XX
DATA SHEET: GRANITE COUNTY
Age P ro p o rtio n s
1930 1940 1950
Under 15 years 25.3$ 21.1$ 27.3$
15 to  64 years 66.5$ 70.8$ 63.6 $
65 years  & over 8 .2$ 8 .1$ 9 .2$
Index o f  Aging 32.4 38.1 33.6
P o p u la tio n  D e ns ity 1.7 2 .0 1.6
P o p u la tio n 3,013 3,401: 2,773
Percen t Change -2 7 .7 $ 12.9$ -1 8 .5 $
Sex R a tio 136.3 128.8 127.8
Percen t Urban
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1930 AGE 1940 1950
Under 5 90.4 Under 5 95.7 112.3
5 - 9  93.5 5 - 9 117.0 114.8
10-14 97.2 10-14 81 ,0 113.7
15-19 92.5 15-19 100.0 134.3
20-24 112.3 20-24 119.3 98.2
25-29 165.1 25-29 125.6 101.2
0tOvCM-3-1otr\ 30-34 137.8 99.1
35-44 152.7 35-39 158.5 110.6
45-54 113.0 40-44 139.8 129.1
55-64 185.4 45-49 143.1 141.7
65-74 302.0 50-54 172.6 152.9
75 & over 194.1 55-59 189.7 164.0
60*-64 176.1 211.4
65-69 1T6.7 227.3
70-74 159.3 178.6
75 & over 190.0 119.4
1960
31 .7$ 
57.5# 
10.8$  
34.1 
1.7 
3,014 
8 .7$  
111.4
1960 
91.6 
90.4 
11 5 .2
122.5 
86.2
129.5 
117.1
98.0
97.3
119.4
134.7
156.9
118.9
161.7
125.0
108.0
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In the per iod between 1950 and I960 the economy c u r t a i l e d  f u r t h e r  
and there  was a d d i t io n a l  o u t -m ig ra t io n  o f  predominantly young people.  
The county did gain a l i t t l e  in p o pu la t ion ,  but th is  r e f l e c t e d  a tem­
porary gain in mining employment and in the wood products industry .
A small amount o f  growth is pred ic ted  f o r  G ran i te  County ( 2 . 5%)  by 
1970, but u n t i l  the p r ice  o f  s i l v e r  r ises  or  u n t i l  the lumber m i l l ,  
located in the county in the e a r l y  60 's  r ises  out o f  i t s  f i n a n c ia l  
t r o u b le ,  l i t t l e  growth can be expected fo r  th is  county.
The populat ion trends r e f l e c t e d  in the county 's  s t a t i s t i c s  include  
a high proport ion  o f  aging,  a low proport ion  o f  a c t i v e  aged people,  
e s p e c ia l l y  those in the 30 to 40 age group, and lower than normal pro­
p o r t io n  o f  c h i ld r e n .  The sex r a t i o  is high and i t  has been decreasing  
at  a f a i r l y  rap id  r a t e ,  but is s t i l l  w e l l  above the s t a t e  average.  This 
is  expected due to  the f a c t  t h a t  so few women are g a i n f u l l y  employed 
in the county in r e l a t i o n  to  proport ions employed in surrounding  
count i e s .
HILL
H i l l  County is located on the northern border o f  Montana. The 
county is surrounded by B la in e ,  Chouteau and L ib e r ty  in a d d i t io n  to  
Canada. I t s  major communities inc lude: Havre,  the county s e a t ,  8,086  
in 1950 and 10,740 in I960; Hingham, 214 in 1950 and 254 in I960; and,  
North Havre,  1,168 in I960.
The two decades j u s t  p r i o r  to the 1940-1950 decades experienced  
decl ines  in the s iz e  o f  t h e i r  popu la t ions .  The ra te  o f  d e c l in e ,  how­
ever  was not severe ( -1.3% in 1930 and -3.4% in 1940) .  This dec l ine  
in populat ion was caused by reductions in the a g r ic u l t u r a l  sec tor  o f
137.
TABLE XXI
DATA SHEET: HILL COUNTY
19J0 1940 1950 1960
Age P ro p o rt io n s
Under 15 yea rs 32.4$ 2 7 .2 * 3 0 .2 * 3 6 .4 *
15 to  64 years 6 4 .2 * 6 7 .4 * 6 2 .5 * 5 5 .4 *
65 ye a rs  and ove r 3 .7 * 5 .5 * 7 .3 * 8 .2 *
Index  o f  A g ing 11.4 20.1 24.3 22.5
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity 4 .7 4 .6 4 .9 6 .4
P o p u la tio n 13,775 13,304 14,285 18,653
P e rcen t Change - 1 .3 * “ 3 .4 * 7 .4 * 3 0 .6 *
Sex R a tio 118.2 112.5 105.5 102.3
P ercen t Urban 4 6 .3 * 4 8 .3 * 56.6 * 5 7 .6 *
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1930 AGE 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 98.2 Under 5 98.2 98.2 109.3
5 - 9 99.4 5 - 9 101). 9 100.6 103.2
10-14 109/ 0 10-14 105.8 90.5 97.1
15-19 99.2 15-19 105.2 95.3 87 .7
20-24 98 .9 20-24 100.6 92.5 98 .0
25-29 106.1 25-29 121 .5 100.0 109.8
30-34 109.6 30-34 107.4 107.9 102.0
35-44 139.8 35-39 101.0 121.3 96.7
45-54 170.8 40-44 102.5 106.9 107.2
55-64 164.6 45-49 120.8 116.2 109.2
65-74 173.0 50-54 134.1 102.0 111.1.
75 & over 129.3 55-59 157.8 113.3 112 .8
60-64 181 .9 13?. 5 , 93.6
65-69 91 .8 148.0 106,5
70-74 174.7 156.1 93.6
75 & over 132.5 115.2 103.2
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the economy. During the period of  19*t0 to 1950? the county experienced 
a moderate growth in contrast  to the decl ines in the surrounding coun­
t i e s .  The farmer moved to the c i t y  during this t ime, the rural farm 
residences were reduced by o n e - th i rd ,  but the urban and rural  non-farm 
residences both increased. The consolidation o f  farms and the mechani­
zat ion of  labor methods were the major trends in the a g r ic u l tu ra l  f i e l d  
and thus,  fewer laborers were required.  A major expansion took place 
in employment fo r  the r a i l r o a d .  This was a local expansion which was 
due to company po l icy ,  making Havre a major r a i l  head and repair  s ta t ion.  
Other job expansions took place in the trade and services industr ies .
The years between 1950 and 1960 saw a tremendous jump in popula­
t io n ,  30.6%. The rate of  population gain was a c tu a l ly  close to that of  
Cascade County. The reason both o f  these counties grew so rapid ly  dur­
ing this period is that they are trade centers.  The town of Havre 
a c tu a l ly  gained most o f  the population while the county fol lowed. The 
people are moving into local  communities from surrounding rural areas 
and Havre is a good example o f  how a trade center can a t t r a c t  that  
mobile segment o f  the populat ion.
The fu ture  prognosis fo r  the county is one o f  continued growth.
The economy is d i v e r s i f i e d ;  with  a g r ic u l tu re ,  ra i l ro a d in g ,  and Northern 
Montana Col lege.
The population trends evident are those which may be expected of  
a growing multibased trade center surrounded by r ich a g r ic u l tu ra l  land. 
The number o f  people in a l l  categories is increasing,  but the propor­
tions are a l t e r in g  s l i g h t l y .  The proportion of  e ld e r ly  people in the 
population is increasing,  consistent with the general trend,  but the
141.
Index o f  Aging is s t i l l  below the s t a t e  average.  This implies tha t  the  
proport ion  o f  c h i ld re n  in the populat ion is growing f a s t e r  than the 
proport ion  o f  e l d e r l y  people and the middleagers are  the ones losing  
ground. The sex r a t i o  is now and has been wel l  below the s ta te  average,  
which is probably due to increased oppor tu n i ty  present in Havre f o r  
females.  The c o n s is te n t ly  low sex r a t i o  might a lso  be r e la t e d  to the 
super io r  t r a n s p o r ta t io n  (the  r a i l r o a d )  f a c i l i t i e s  the county has pos­
sessed f o r  several  decades.
JEFFERSON
Jef fe rso n  County is located in the southwestern p a r t  o f  the s t a te  
and is surrounded by the counties o f  Broadwater,  Lewis and C la r k ,  Powell  
Deer Lodge, S i l v e r  Bow and Madison. Two towns are  included in the  
county --Boulder  and W h i t e h a l l .  Boulder had a popula t ion  o f  1,017 in 
1950 and 1,394 in I96 0 .  W h i t e h a l l ,  w i th  a populat ion o f  929 in 1950,  
had a populat ion o f  898 in i 9 6 0 .
A reduct ion o f  popula t ion  in Je f fe rson  County in the per iod be­
tween 1940 and 1950 was preceeded by an increase o f  12.9 from 1930 to  
1940. The t r a d i t i o n a l  s w i f t  change in the ra te  o f  employment in the  
mining industry  is the major reason fo r  the unusual popula t ion  a l t e r ­
a t io n s .  Mining was vigorous in the county during the 1930 to 1940 
per iod and then subsided between 1940 and 1950. There were a lso  c u r ­
ta i lm e n ts ,  as can be expected,  in the a g r i c u l t u r e  in d u s t ry ,  but job  
add i t ions  occurred in the t r a d e ,  government and const ruct io n  f i e l d s .
During the l a s t  census period the populat ion rebounded w i th  a 7.1% 
increase .  The general  trends prev ious ly  o u t l in e d  in the economic a n a l ­
ysis  o f  o th e r  counties  were a lso  ev ident  in th is  county f o r  the same
\h Z .
TABLE XXII
DATA SHEET: JEFFERSON COUNTY
1930 1940 1950 1960
Age P ro p o rt io n s
Under 15 years 22.9$ 23.9$ 27.8$ 30.4$
15 to  64 years 70.2  $ 69-3$ 62 .5$ 59.9$
65 years  & ove r 6 .9 $ 6 .9$ 9 .7$ 9 .8$
Index o f  Ag ing 30.3 28 .8 35.0 32.1
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity 2.5 2 .8 2 .4 2 .6
P o p u la tio n 4,133 4,664 4,014 4,297
P ercen t Change -2 0 .6 $ 12.9$ -1 3 .9 $ 7 .1 $
Sex R a tio 136.7 126.8 111 .8 105.1
P ercen t Urban — w* — _ — — —
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1930 AGE 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 134.9 Under 5 87 .0 84.6 103.3
5 - 9 110.9 5 -  9 106.1 98.4 91.3
10-14 118.8 10-14 118.1 107.5 92.2
15-19 116.9 15-19 118.3 119.5 130.8
20-24 127.2 20-24 131.7 108.4 102.4
25-29 114.1 25-29 121 .2 128.6 121 .8
30-34 130.9 30-34 ■ 122.5 95.4 96 .8
35-44 79.9 35-39 160.4 115.0 115.7
45-54 167.2 40-44 115.0 105.8 107.5
55-64 154.2 45-49 128.8 147.7 99 .3
65-74 283.9 50-54 158.3 122.2 122.1
75 & over 325.0 55-59 159.8 119.8 103.9
60-64 129.7 126.5 109.1
65-69 148.9 130.6 110.1
70-74 200.0 98 .0 100.0
75 & over 222.9 161.7 94 .0
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per io d .  A g r ic u l t u r e  counted severe losses in employment w h i le  s t r e n g th ­
ening i t s  p o s i t io n  economical ly .  Serv ice s ,  government, and trade  
counted gains in employment. The lad ies  again made gains in t h e i r  
economic positions.
Populat ion dynamics in th is  county over the past t h i r t y  years  
have not presented any s i g n i f i c a n t  anomol ies . The proport ion  o f  
e l d e r l y  people to c h i ld re n  is above the s ta te  average (an Index of  
Aging o f  32.1 -  1960).  This is caused because there  is a low pro­
p or t ion  o f  c h i ld r e n  res id in g  in the county which in turn  is caused by 
a low ra te  o f  reproduction  which,  in t u r n ,  Is caused by the fa c t  th a t  
many o f  the younger people o f  c h i ld b e a r in g  ages are  e i t h e r  re s id in g  a t  
the i n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  the m enta l ly  re ta rded or  they are  working there  
and probably are  not marr ied .  The sex r a t i o  is a lso  c lose  to the s ta te  
average.  There is a la rge  number o f women employed a t  the Boulder  
River  School and t h i s ,  in t u r n ,  would tend to o f f s e t  the high sex 
ra t io s  supported by the o th e r  major in d u s tr ies  a c t iv e  in the county,  
a g r i c u l t u r e  and mining.
JUDITH BAS IN
The county o f  Judi th  Basin is surrounded by the counties o f  
Fergus,  Chouteau, Cascade, Wheatland and Meagher. The towns of Hobson 
and Stanford are  the only  communities in the area and the la rg e s t  is 
S tan ford ,  the county s e a t ,  which possessed a popula t ion of  615 in I960 ,  
a small increase over the 1950 level  o f  5^2.
During the past th ree  decades, Judi th  Basin has los t  p opu la t ion .
The county has one major in d u s t ry ,  a g r i c u l t u r e .  The trends in the  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  employment have been o u t l in e d  in previous sections  o f  th is
1 4 6 .
TABLE XXIII
DATA SHEET: JUDITH BASIN COUNTY
1930 1940 1950 1960
Age P ro p o rt io n s
Under 15 yea rs 30.6$ 25.4$ 28.8$ 33.1$
15 to  64 years 65.1$ 66.7$ 60 .6$ 56.5$
65 yea rs  & over 4 .3 $ 7 .9$ 10.7$ 10.5$
Index o f  Ag ing 14.0 31.1 37 .0 31.7
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity 2 .8 1.9 1.7 1.6
P o p u la tio n 5,238 3,655 3 ,200 3,085
P e rcen t Change -  - -3 0 .2 $ -1 2 .5 $ -3 .6 $
Sex R a tio 136.4 127.7 125.3 112.3
P e rcen t Urban
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1930 AGE 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 106.2 Under 5 106.6 114.5 98.3
5 - 9  98 .0 5 - 9 117.7 117.8 101 .2
10-14 121.6 10-14 100,0 110.1 109.9
15-19 104.8 15-19 108,1 126.0 122.9
20-24 160.0 20-24 118.6 140.5 120,0
25-29 133.1 25-29 108.0 132.5 101 .4
30-34 150.4 30-34 148.5 112.6 103.6
35-44 137.6 35-39 159.8 102,6 102.4
45-54 177.1 40-44 116.5 130,3 116,0
55-64 202.4 45-49 110.6 163.4 103.6
65-74 240.8 50-54 133.9 132.4 147.4
75 & o ve r 216.7 55-59 162,5 124.3 154.8
60-64 154.8 136.6 130,8
65-69 224.3 164.8 133.3
70-74 200.0 104.3 108.3
75 & over 288,9 166.7 94.7
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paper and the s i t u a t i o n  is no d i f f e r e n t  fo r  th is  county.  There were 
no o th e r  in d u s t i re s  o f  any s iz e  which took up the s lack  l e f t  by the  
dec l ine  in a g r i c u l t u r a l  employment and consequently the county has 
c o n s is te n t ly  lo s t  popu la t ion .  A short  look a t  the popula t ion  pyramids 
drawn f o r  t h i s  county w i l l  give  a c le a r  in d ic a t io n  o f  the o u t -m ig ra t io n  
changes which have taken p lace .  The younger people o f  working age are  
leav ing the county in huge numbers, the females are  leav ing  consis­
t e n t l y ,  as many o f  the o ld  are  leav ing as possib le  (a l though a much 
g re a te r  proport ion  o f  the e l d e r l y  are s ta y in g ,  Index o f  Aging -  3 1 .7  -  
i 960) ,  and there  is a ra te  o f  high f e r t i l i t y  among the c h i ld b e a r in g  
aged people l e f t  in the county. When a tremendous o u t -m ig ra t io n  l i k e  
th is  occurs in a f e r t i l e  farming a rea ,  the poorer people are usual ly  
weeded out because only  the r ic h e s t  farmers can a f f o r t  to s ta y .  The 
lan d le s s ,  poorer people must move on. The s i t u a t i o n  in many cases,  is 
a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  f o r  the younger people ,  however. The b r ig h t e s t  and 
r ic h e s t  go o f f  to  school,  the f i t  are carted o f f  by the m i l i t a r y  serv ices  
and the unwell ,  poor,  and u n i n t e l l i g e n t  are l e f t  to fend fo r  themselves 
in a labor market th a t  is in a s t a t e  o f  perpetual  c o n t r a c t io n .
The fu t u r e  o f  Judi th  Basin looks to be s ta b le  w i th  possib ly  a 
s m a l le r ,  ever lessening propor t iona l  loss o f  popula t ion  in conjunct ion  
with  the increasing degree o f  mechanizat ion o f  the farming industry .
LAKE
Lake County is bordered by the count ies o f  F la thead ,  Sanders,  and 
Missoula.  The three  major communities located in the county inc lude:  
Poison, which had a popula t ion  o f  2 ,280  in 1950 and 2 ,314  in I960;
Ronan, w i th  a popula t ion o f  1,251 in 1950 and 1,334 in I960;  and f i n a l l y ,
150.
TABLE XXIV
DATA SHEET: LAKE COUNTY
1930 1940 1950 1960
Age P ro p o rt io n s
Under 15 years 33 .1$ 29.8$ 31.6$ 33.0$
15 to  64 years 61.1 $ 63.3$ 58.4$ 53 .7$
65 yea rs  & over 5 .8 $ 6 ,8$ 10.0$ 13.3$
Index o f  Aging 17.5 22.9 31 .7 40 .4
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity 5 .8 8 .2 8 .4 8 .7
P o p u la tio n 9,541 13,490 13,835 13,104
P ercen t Change ----- 41 ,4$ 2.6  $ -5 .3 $
Sex R a tio 118.6 112.3 108.9 105.4
P ercen t Urban -  - -  - -  - -  -
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1930 AGE 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 106,3 Under 5 105.3 100.9 106.8
5 - 9  95.5 5 - 9 90.9 109.1 114.7
10-14 112.8 10-14 98.2 100,6 104.6
15-19 117.7 15-19 107.2 114.3 111.9
20-24 110.8 20-24 117.1 108.1 100,4
25-29 102.6 25-29 112.1 94,2 96.7
30-34 100.8 30-34 110.0 108.2 89.3
35-44 129.8 35-39 100.0 98.5 97.7
45-54 133.1 40-44 106.3 105.7 100.0
55-64 166.7 45-49 113,3 107.2 106.3
65-74 157.6 50-54 127.8 109.7 87.1
75 & ove r 120.0 55-59 144.4 111.1 98,5
60-64 151,2 123-5 106.3
65-69 156.3 139.7 111.3
70-74 189.6 81 ,0 126.5
75 & over 126.3 141.8 122,9
151
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S t .  Ignat ius  which was 781 strong in 1950 and had increased to  940 by 
1960. A large  Indian re se rv a t io n  is included in much o f  Lake County 
and thus ,  the populat ion composition and trends should r e f l e c t  i t s  
presence.
The populat ion o f  Lake County gained between the years 1930 and 
1940 (41.4%).  Much o f  th is  gain was probably due to improved hea l th  
serv ices  to the Indian populat ion res id ing  on the Flathead Indian  
Reservation and to the incept ion  o f  a tremendous increase in the num­
ber o f  people employed in the wood products in d u s t ry .  The period  
between 1940 and 1950 a lso  experienced a populat ion gain although i t  
was not n e ar ly  so dramat ic  (2 .6%) .  This gain could alone be expla ined  
by the presence o f  the Indian populat ion which has a high f e r t i l i t y  
r a te  and a lack o f  m o b i l i t y .
During the per iod up to i 960 a g r ic u l t u r e  was d e c l in in g  not only  
in the number o f  jobs open, but a lso in the r e l a t i v e  importance i t  
held in the economy* Lake is one of  the few counties  in Montana that  
experienced a dec l ine  in the importance o f  a g r ic u l t u r e  as a base in ­
dustry .  Recreation and the wood products industry  are  the two major 
sources of  jobs to which the county residents  have to  look in the  
f u t u r e .  Consistent  w i th  the o ther  parts  o f  the s t a t e ,  the female 
considerably  improved her p o s i t io n  in the economics o f  the county and 
she w i l l  continue to  do so in the fu tu re  i f  the re c re a t io n  industry  
continues to  grow.
The populat ion trends in the county over the past few decades 
have turned from an area which was not losing much o f  i t s  na tu ra l  in ­
c rease,  b u t ,  in f a c t ,  was ga in ing populat ion from outs ide  i t s  borders,
1 5 4 .
to one which has had a no t ic e a b le  o u t -m ig ra t io n  o f  i t s  people in the 
20 to 35 year  age b ra ck e t .  The county has a high Index o f  Aging fo r  
the year I960 (40 .41 )  and i t  is increasing a t  a f a s t e r  ra te  than the 
s ta te  as a whole.  This is an in d ic a t io n  th a t  al though there is a 
ra th e r  high ra te  o f  reproduction  in the county,  the e l d e r l y  are prob­
ably moving in due to the fa c t  tha t  i t  is a pleasant place to r e t i r e .
The a c t iv e  ages (15 to 64 y e a r s ) ,  make up an unusually  small por t ion  
o f  the popu la t io n .  The sex r a t i o  is almost as low as the s t a t e ' s ,  a 
trend expected due to  the large  cont ingent  o f  e l d e r l y  people in the  
county and the economic oppor tu n i ty  present fo r  the female re s id e n ts .
LEWIS AND CLARK
Lewis and Clark  County is encompassed by the count ies o f  Cascade, 
Teton, F la thead ,  Powel l ,  J e f fe rs o n  and Broadwater. East Helena and 
Helena,  the c ap i to l  c i t y  o f  Montana and a lso the county s e a t ,  are  the 
two major communities in the county.  Helena had a populat ion o f  17*581 
in 1950 and 20,227  in I960 .  East Helena had a popula t ion o f  1,216 in 
1950 and 1,490 in I960.
Any county in which a c a p i to l  c i t y  is located is bound to have a 
populat ion composition which r e f l e c t s  an urban p ro to type .  The economic 
base o f  Lewis and C lark  is one which would encourage such a composit ion.  
As was the case everywhere e ls e  in the s t a t e ,  a g r i c u l t u r e  has been 
dropping in importance since before  1930. Mining a lso  has dropped in 
the number o f  jobs made a v a i l a b l e  in the county. Helena was founded as 
a gold mining town, but a t  present there  is l i t t l e  mining a c t i v i t y .  
Serv ices ,  t r a d e ,  manufacturing and government have been the major in -  
dusti  res which have had job  expansions pushing the populat ion o f  the
155. 
TABLE XXV
DATA SHEET:. LEWIS AND CLARK COUNTY
1930 1940 1950 1960
Age P ro p o rtio n s
Under 15 years 23.7$ 22.0$ 26.4$ 31.3$
15 to  64 years 67.8$ 70 .0$ 64.5$ 58.4$
65 years & over 8 .5$ 8 .0$ 9 .1$ 10.3$
Index o f  Ag ing 35.7 36.4 34.3 32.9
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity 5.2 6.3 7 .0 8.1
P o p u la tio n 18,224 22,151 24,540 28,006
Percen t Change -2 .3 $ 21.4$ 10.9$ 14.1$
Sex R a tio 110.4 106.3 100.8 96.2
P ercent Urban 64.8$ 68.0$ 71.6$ 72.2$
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1930 AGE 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 117.1 Under 5 101.0 97.8 103.6
5 -  9 102.1 5 - 9 109.0 97.3 106.0
10-14 88.4 10-14 101.6 101.5 97.0
15-19 ,77.7 15-19 84.3 82.7 83.2
20-24 93.7 20-24 86.4 84.5 85.1
25-29 97.0 25-29 90.6 102.2 94.5
30-54 100.8 30-34 101.3 99.6 92.9
35-44 122.0 35-39 109.7 97.2 102.4
45-54 134.5 40-44 113.1 111.5 100.8
55-64 120.1 45-49 119.6 109.2 87.3
65-74 151.2 50-54 128.3 116.5 110.9
75 & over 149.0 55-59 144.0 107.7 103.5
60-64 121.8 115.1 106.0
65-69 123.9 110.0 90.3
70-74 121.5 100.4 93.4
75 & over 142.6 101 .3 70.9
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county up appreciably since 1930. ’ A large proport ion o f  the new jobs 
have been fo r  women, thus,  th is  county has a sex r a t i o  which is much 
lower than the s ta te  average,  96.2% and 103.8% respect ive ly  fo r  I960.
The proport ion of  e ld e r ly  people in the populat ion is la rg e .  This 
might ind ica te  that the c i t y  o f  Helena not only holds i t s  own e ld e r ly  
during t h e i r  re t i rement years,  but a lso pu l ls  e ld e r ly  from the sur­
rounding less densely populated regions of  the s t a t e .  The proport ion  
of  ch i ld ren  under 15 years has been lower since 1930 than that  of  the 
s ta te  as a whole. This is an ind ica t ion  of  lower f e r t i 1i t y  which is 
typ ica l  o f  an urban-type composition.  The only age group which e v i ­
dences a p r o c l i v i t y  fo r  out -m igra t ion  is tha t  from 20 to 2k  years .
This is the group which leaves to go to the m i l i t a r y  and attend c o l le ge .  
The trend is t y p i c a l .
The prognosis fo r  the fu tu re  populat ion dynamics of  Lewis and 
Clark County is b r ig h t .  The populat ion can do noth ing,  barr ing  some 
major tragedy l i k e  the closing o f  one o f  the large manufacturing or 
smelt ing concerns, but expand. The sex r a t i o  is going to stay low 
because of the e x c e l le n t  economic oppor tun i t ies  open in Helena fo r  the 
female.  The ra te  of  reproduction should remain r e l a t i v e l y  low due to 
the urban nature o f  the populat ion arid the Index o f  Aging should con­
t inue  to increase consistent  w i th  the general aging trend taking place  
throughout the s ta te  and the country.
LIBERTY
Liber ty  County is demarcated by Canada and the counties o f  H i l l ,  
Chouteau, and Toole.  The s in g le  major community in the county is 
Chester,  733 in 1950 and 1,158 in 1960.
159.
TABLE XXVI
DATA SHEET: LIBERTY COUNTY
1950 1940 1950 1960
Age P ro p o rtio n s
Under 15 years 32.6 $ 26.3$ 30.9$ 37.3$
15 to  64 years 62.9$ 67.4$ 62.3$ 56.4$
65 years & over 4 .5$ 6.2$ 6.8$ 6.3$
Index o f Aging 13.7 23.7 22.0 16.6
P o p u la tio n  D ensity 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.8
P o pu la tion 2,198 2,209 2,180 2,624
Percent Change -9 .0 $ 0.5$ -1 .3 $ 20.4$
Sex R a tio 124.7 131.1 131.2 111.9
Percent Urban —  — _  — _  — _  _
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1930 AGE 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 120,0 Under 5 100.0 114.6 108.9
5 - 9 84.3 5 - 9 •102, 2 99.1 93.0
10-14 102.3 10-14 111 .1 106.7 99.3
15-19 137.2 15-19 110.1 123.8 120.0
20-24 152.2 20-24 135,6 137.3 88.9
25-29 138.6 25-29 181,4 110.7 88.5
30-34 101.8 30-34 127,9 108.8 106,7
35-44 152.2 35-39 143.4 222.2 138.0
45-54 166.0 40-44 98.1 1 28,6 101 ,2
55-64 160.0 45-49 96.9 202.9 180.8
65-74 170.0 50-54 189.3 100.0 117.2
75 & over 112.5 55-59 192.5 136.1 218.2
60—64 164.5 148.8 144.0
65-69 195.0 245.5 100.0
70-74 192.3 236.4 103.3
75 & over 173,3 218.2 155.0
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L ib e r t y  County is a good example o f  the type o f  rebound a county 
can make from a per iod o f  depression.  Since the depression per iod o f  
the 1930 's ,  there  has been a strong development o f  i t s  major in d u s try ,  
a g r i c u l t u r e .  There was a major expansion o f  the amount o f  crop land 
t i l l e d  and put to the task o f  r a is in g  wheat ,  the county 's  major crop,  
during the years between 19^0 and 1950. There was a s l i g h t  dec l ine  in 
the number o f  jobs a v a i l a b l e  in the a g r i c u l t u r a l  f i e l d  during th is  
p e r io d ,  but the d e c l in e  wasn 't  near ly  as severe as i t  would have been 
i f  the expansion in the amount o f t i l l e d  land had not increased so 
s h arp ly .  There was an increase in the number o f  jobs o f fe re d  in the 
t rad es ,  serv ices  and construct ion  in d u s t r ies  between 19 *̂0 and 1950} 
which wasn 't  q u i te  enough to  o f f s e t  a small decrease in the county's  
t o t a l  p o pu la t ion .  This s l i g h t  loss in populat ion tended to strengthen  
the economic f a b r i c  o f  the county because the unemployment r a te  was 
cut to  a minimum.
During the period between 1950 and I960 the farming sec tor  o f  the 
economy experienced sharp cutbacks in i t s  employment, but i t  reached 
the top rank in the s t a t e  in the number o f  cropland acres per farm and 
average cash rece ip ts  from crops per farm. By th is  t ime a g r ic u l t u r e  
had put i t s e l f  in a strong economic p o s i t io n .  This made possib le  the 
more than adequate support o f  the county 's  in d u s t r ies  which depended 
upon the basic  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d o l l a r  fo r  t h e i r  l i v e l ih o o d .  The town of  
Chester made some notable  populat ion increases during t h is  per io d .
The females made some large  gains in t h e i r  economic o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  but  
the demand fo r  male labor  a c t u a l l y  increased l i t t l e  i f  at  a l l .
The popula t ion pyramids r e f l e c t  the d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  people and
1 6 3 .
how th is  is in f luenced by the changing t ides  o f  the economic s t r u c t u r e .  
During the per iod between 1940 and 1950 a g r i c u l t u r e ,  although i t  was 
becoming mechanized, was in a s t a t e  o f  expansion and thus,  i t  was able  
to hold a high number o f  males in i t s  employment. The pyramid de­
p i c t i n g  1950 i l l u s t r a t e s  t h i s  f a c t  by the p ro t rus ion  o f  the male side  
in the ages which would n a t u r a l l y  be held in th is  employment. Between 
1950 and i 9 6 0 , the decl ines  in employment f o r  a g r ic u l t u r e  were much 
sharper and thus,  the men o f  the middle age groups l e f t  the county to 
locate  o th e r  employment. The pyramid f o r  I960 a lso depicts  th is  fa c t  
by i l l u s t r a t i n g  a n o t ic e ab le  dec l ine  in the percent th is  group occupied  
in the t o t a l  populat ion p i c t u r e .  The ages immediately fo l lo w in g  high 
school g raduat ion ,  inc lud ing  both sexes,  a lso  demonstrate an increasing  
tendency to leave the county.
Females have never found th is  county appea l ing .  The sex ra t io s  
have been h igh,  but decreasing down through the years and i t  was e ig h t  
points above the s t a t e  average in 1960> There was a c t u a l l y  an i n ­
crease in the sex r a t i o  from 1930 to  1950, i l l u s t r a t i n g  again the high 
percentage o f  males a t t r a c t e d  to employment in the expanding a g r i c u l ­
tu ra l  economy.
LINCOLN
Lincoln County is confined by Canada, the s t a t e  o f  Idaho, and the  
counties  o f  Sanders and F la thead .  Three major communities are  found in 
the county.  They inc lude: Eureka,  929 in 1950 and 1,229 in I96 0 ,  L ibby ,  
2,401 in 1950 and 2 ,828  in 1960, and, Troy ,  770 in 1950 and 855 in I960„
S i g n i f i c a n t  growth has occurred in L incoln  County since the 1930's .  
Large increases in employment f o r  the wood products ,  t r a d e ,  s e rv ic e s ,
1 6 4 .
and const ruct io n  sectors  o f  the economy have occurred.  A g r ic u l tu r e  
decreased in the number o f  men i t  employed, but o th e r  expansions more 
than compensated fo r  t h is  c o n t ra c t io n .  In s p i te  o f  growth in the 
economy, the ra te  o f  popula t ion  growth was too s w i f t  to enable  the job  
market to keep pace. By the end o f  the per iod ( i 960) ,  the unemploy­
ment ra te  was e le va ted  to the point  th a t  the county became f e d e r a l l y  
recognized as a d is t ressed  a rea .  Growth o f  a rapid  nature  o f te n  has 
i t s  p r i c e  and more people move in to  an area than i t s  expanding economy 
is able  to  suppor t .  The i n t e r e s t i n g  phenomenon o f the rumor plays an 
important ro le  in populat ions  which o u t s t r i p  the a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  jobs .  
The rumored number o f  a v a i l a b l e  jobs and the number o f  jobs which in 
r e a l i t y  e x i s t  r a r e l y  c o inc ide .  This may be what happened in th is  in ­
stance,  causing the unemployment ra te  to  exceed expected l e v e l s .
Since I960 a plywood p lant  has opened in the v i c i n i t y  and con­
s t r u c t io n  has been i n i t i a t e d  on a large  dam. The excess in a v a i l a b l e  
labor  may have been e l im in a te d  by the expansion o f  a v a i l a b l e  jobs .
The fu t u r e  o f  the county appears to be secure because o f  the broad 
economic base which has developed in the past few ye a rs .  A popula­
t io n  increase o f  44.2% is prognostigated fo r  the year  1 9 7 0 . ^
The populat ion trends which have developed over the past few 
decades inc lude: a high ra te  o f  f e r t i l i t y ,  evidence o f  in -m ig ra t io n  
among the 30 to 55 year  groups, o u t -m ig ra t io n  o f  the 20 to 30 year  
c a t e g o r ie s ,  a decreasing ra te  o f  aging due to the in -m ig ra t io n  o f  the 
younger aged groups, and a sex r a t i o  which is descending,  but a t  a
52* I b i d
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TABLE XXVII
DATA SHEET: LINCOLN COUNTY
1930 1940 1950 1960
Age P ro p o rt io n s
Under 15 years 28.8$ 27 .9  $ 31 .2$ 36.9$
15 to  64 years 65.3$ 64 .6$ 60.6$ 55.8$
65 yea rs  & over 5 .5$ 7 ,4 $ 8 .2 $ 7 .3 $
Index o f  Ag ing 19.0 26.7 26.3 19,8
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity 1 .9 2.1 2.3 3 .4
P o p u la tio n 7,089 7,882 8,693 12,537
P e rcen t Change -9 .1 $ 11 .2$ 10.3$ 44 .2$
Sex R a tio 136.5 125.9 115.9 110,6
P ercen t Urban _ _ -  - -  - 22.6  $
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1930 AGE 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 112.0 Under 5 114.6 107.1 103.2
5 - 9  101 .1 5 - 9 112.1 105.2 107.0
10-14 101.7 10-14 119.4 110.7 104.3
15-19 104.4 15-19 106.9 120.2 98.1
20-24 143.6 20-24 105.7 118.0 108.7
25-29 127.3 25-29 81,6 92.5 101.9
30-34 141.6 30-34 86 ,7 103.2 118.0
35-44 139.9 35-39 122.8 91 .4 101.5
45-54 169.9/ 40-44 128.4 113.9 113.3
55-64 247.8 45-49 91 .2 140.9 104.7
65-74 227.8 50-54 162.3 129.3 118.9
75 & over 240.7 55-59 145.8 151.4 142.1
60-64 178,6 148.2 116.5
65-69 154.3 161.5 146.0
70-74 166.2 160.2 156.4
75 & over 240 .8 142.7 151.2
” , m
H'i:! il £>£>;.i j ! ■1;
- .CBABEL53--LL
!! ! ! ; i ! l !M 1 . 1 « !
 LINCCLK c o m r Y . i 9 3 0 > . i 9 4 q \ - ....
1 9 3 0 . ! .
- , 1 9 2 ( 0
m M
Bn i j : r i 1'
::7J}:.r:i|!rtS!i!JiTfir!|ir!■ n 70;-i H
rirbliit:1:
rpR-it’H'
f M l f l
55;. “  ,59::;±nj'-uT-rrt;
r+ rh nx’qim
::t±xid .j ̂ {:|^4=t=j-p!:rt + f ± h q ±
±t±ffl±E
1? i t r r
ri' n ^  
i.:r.TXur±r
i - i j - i .
1 :n;j;r. ±b±rj:j.:
J ifcb rlib
ijrfrEfid: 
:'1 id i i
.ri h.qx
cixcra
.nipa:
t ' T P ' Z rT
2 g r ^ 2 i^ m
rn-rH ■rrqT TTTh-lx n x n :  
1__q ± j
'.«*! T H-H+(
• r r - f f ! - r h  -hH-iH-i-rH ' ■■i  H vhH 'S
.-i.uXl' j : u  x • r«-
S i M
a:d±[x:!± :J± lE im iX i i i ix fM + H - l
J-H+- --'V-z&m
T O t T
B.:;x.fc:v;7qx:t:H:-|:!::; d̂rj':jx; ‘1-‘j B x b :§Eir: ;L : C q : ! - i i t i i ± T i C j l ^ i i t l l + J ±  :a.:idrl:r±J‘: h 1:!. b i - ; .■ d.::x'±: i
•jxoztpj • t i -tffFP
i-l-r r  -
M
:|PjS2'j.-;Caa,d±
f f f f e
.r-J.'-.l-l-I-l -j-j. [..•»
cr:::i:j.j:j;;:j:[1;!::!i'
:r|+|4btpl+ t i+ rh  rR-i-: !-i-! -H ; d ‘ ! .M !± b ih ± , - r r n r i  n l
S C H O O L  O F  F O R E S T R Y
M O N T A N A  S T A T E  U N I V E R S I T Y
IE l
■Char i -55=
11:
=LI- •i-G ayp F¥- -B5 3 - B
i
Pl=t:
i£
■W-
:1c
:55=
:5:S:
2i:
69-
:6i:
:5i:
:i3:
■W-
-4-C -
I
Si:
t pP
T i l l 32S3Z HjE ul
1 6 8 .
slower ra te  than normal.  The nature  o f  the in d u s t r ie s  showing the most 
expansion in the county a t t r a c t  males o f  the middle years and hold 
l i t t l e  promise f o r  many o f  the younger people who go on to co l lege  and 
become too h igh ly  t ra in e d  fo r  th a t  type o f  work (construc t ion  and wood 
production i n d u s t r i e s ) .
McCONE
McCone County is encompassed by the count ies o f  Richland, Roose­
v e l t ,  V a l l e y ,  G a r f i e l d ,  P r a i r i e  and Dawson. The only  community to be 
found in th is  county is C i r c l e ,  856 in 1950 and 1,117 in 1360.
This county has been losing populat ion fo r  several  decades,  but  
the 1.9% increase in 1960 may s ig n i f y  an end to  the adjustment period  
in i t s  a g r ic u l t u r e  industry .  The loss o f  p o p u la t io n ,  consis tent  wi t h  
the general  t rend ,  has been due to a c o n tra c t io n  in the needs o f  the  
farming industry  f o r  lab o r .  During t h i s  t h i r t y  year p e r io d ,  the t ra d e ,  
s erv ice  and government categor ies  gained in the number o f  people em­
ployed. In l i ne  w i th  th is  trend was an increas ing demand fo r  female  
workers.  They comprised h0% o f  the t o t a l  jobs a v a i l a b l e  outs ide  o f  
the a g r i c u l t u r a l  f i e l d  by the year i 960 .
The present economy o f  the area is based on a g r i c u l t u r e .  The 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  industry  could be broadened to  include c a t t l e  r a is in g  in 
a d d i t io n  to g ra in s .  There is evidence of  increased amount o f o i l  
a c t i v i t y  tak ing place in the area in the fu tu re  and there  are immense 
amounts o f  l i g n i t e  deposits  which up to the present t ime have remained 
untouched. One important aspect o f  the coal deposits  in the region  
is th a t  they conta in  a low amount o f  s u l f id e s  and are inc re a s in g ly  
coming in to  demand. This county has the p o te n t ia l  fo r  broadening i t s
169.
TABLE XXVIII 
DATA SHEET; MC CONE COUNTY
1930 1940 1950 1960
Age P ro p o rt io n s
Under 1 5 years 38.6$ 30.1$ 30.8$ 37 .0$
15 to  64 years 58.1$ 65 .6$ 61 .8$ 53.2$
65 yea rs & over 3 .4$ 4 .2$ 7 .4 $ 9 .8 $
Index o f Ag ing 8.7 14.0 24 .0 26.4
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity 1 .8 1.5 1.3 1.3
P o p u la tio n 4,790 3,798 3,258 3,321
P ercen t Change 0.9$ -2 0 .7 $ -1 4 .2 $ 1.9 fo
Sex R a tio 123.6 127.8 130.9 115.5
P e rcen t Urban -  - -  - -  - -  -
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1930 AGE 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 106.3 Under 5 104.1 1112.7 110.5
5 -  9 101 .6 5 - 9 1119.5 110.7 107.7
10-14 109.6 10-14 120.3 91.9 101 .0
15-19 100.0 15-19 106.2 148.5 118.1
20-24 103.8 20-24 128.4 142.0 81 .8
25-29 100.0 25-29 116.8 122.9 110.1
30-54 113.4 30-34 140.0 124.8 113.4
55-44 149.1 35-39 101 .1 120.0 123.2
45-54 194.3 40-44 104.6 179.0 125.5
55-64 211 .8 45-49 132.7 126.2 134.7
65-74 171 .1 50-54 166.4 114.7 117.7
75 & over 200.0 55-59 180.0 161 .2 107.8
60—64 221 .6 167.6 103.5
65-69 178.6 170.8 140.0
70-74 277.8 247.1 191.7
75 & over 182.4 225.0 177.8
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economy and thus increas ing  i t s  populat ion .
The popula t ion trends manifested by th is  county are  those t y p ic a l  
o f  a r u r a l ,  a grar ia n  a rea .  The proport ion  o f  c h i ld re n  is large  due to 
a high reproduction r a t e ,  the populat ion is ag ing ,  but at  a r a te  which 
appears to be lower than what would be considered normal due to the 
la rge  number o f  c h i ld re n  in the popu la t ion ,  and the sex r a t i o  is above 
the average fo r  the s t a t e ,  but not unexpected.
MADISON
The county o f  Madison is edged by Idaho and the count ies  o f  
G a l l a t i n ,  J e f fe rs o n ,  S i l v e r  Bow, and Beaverhead. The four  communities 
in the county inc lude: Ennis,  w i th  a I960 populat ion o f  525> Sheridan 
which had a 1950 populat ion o f  572 and a 1960 popula t ion o f  539,
Twin Br idges,  *»97 in 1950 and 509 in I960 and, V i r g i n i a  C i t y ,  the 
county s e a t ,  as o f  1960 had a permanent year around populat ion of  only  
19^ people.
The populat ion increased during the period between 1930 and 19 *̂0 
due to an increased amount o f  a c t i v i t y  in the mining and construct ion  
areas .  In a d d i t i o n ,  the a g r ic u l t u r a l  industry  had not yet  r e a l l y  a-  
dopted the mechanization trend so common in o ther  par ts  o f  the s ta te  
and thus a d d i t io n a l  male workers were needed f o r  manual lab or .  The 
period between 19^0 and 1950 witnessed a sharp drop in popula t ion due 
to severe cur ta i lm ents  in a g r i c u l t u r a l  and mining employment. Trades 
and serv ices  nominal ly increased t h e i r  job openings,  but an o v e r a l l  
drop occurred in the t o t a l  number o f  workers employed.
Between 1950 and I96 0 ,  the employment p ic tu r e  in Madison County 
d i d n ' t  improve. A g r ic u l tu r e  and mining de c l in e d .  In response to t h i s  
occurrence,  a l l  o ther  in d u s t r ies  in the county c u r t a i l e d  t h e i r  labor
173.
T A U Iin  A A 1A
DATA SHEET: MADISON COUNTY
1930 1940 1950 1 9 6 0
Age P ro p o rt io n s
Under 15 years 27.9# 25.7# 26.1# 3 0 . 8 #
15 to  64 years 65.4# 6 6 .  6 # 62.1# 55.8#
65 yea rs  & ove r 6 . 6 # 7 .7 # 11.9# 13.5#
Index  o f Ag ing 23.7 3 0 . 1 45.5 43 .7
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity 1 . 8 2 . 1 1.7 1.5
P o p u la tio n 6,323 7,294 5,998 5,211
P e rcen t Change -1 5 .6 # 15.4# -1 7 .8 # -1 3 -1 #
Sex R a tio 136.3 132.6 1 2 2 . 6 112.9
P ercen t Urban -  - -  - -  - -  -
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1930 AGE 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 105.5 Under 5 117.1 117.1 107.1
5 - 9  123,4 5 - 9 97.1 119.3 92.4
10-14 104.3 10-14 117.0 120.6 114.7
15-19 116.9 15-19 121 . 9 103.4 127.9
20-24 138.4 20-24 129.4 120.6 119.4
25-29 127.8 25-29 142.1 103.7 80 .2
30-34 147.2 30-34 140.7 95.5 108.2
35-44 138.2 35-39 132.3 131.2 97.2
45-54 164.0 40-44 126.9 146.3 94.1
55-64 208.5 45-49 147.4 128.9 131 .6
65-74 180.7 50-54 148.9 116.4 145.7
75 & over 140.4 55-59 185.5 132.6 129.6
60-64 167.0 146.0 119.1
65-69 151.5 151 .8 137.8
70-74 200.0 138.7 109.3
75 & over 120.0 129.4 128.3
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forces during th is  p e r io d .  Madison experienced the g re a te s t  r e l a t i v e  
populat ion drop in the southwestern area o f  the s t a t e .
The fu tu re  economy o f  th is  county could be promising i f  o ther  
natura l  resources were exp lored .  There are  s iz e a b le  t a l c  and iron  
deposits in the county which could play  a major ro le  in any fu t u r e  
development.  The t o u r i s t  trade could a lso  play  an inc re a s in g ly  im­
por tant  ro le  in the economy o f  the county.
The populat ion trends developing during the past few decades 
inc lude: a s i g n i f i c a n t  aging o f  the popula t ion ( index o f  Aging f o r  
I960 is 43-7> f a r  above the s t a t e  a verag e) ,  a d i s t i n c t  o u t -m ig ra t io n  
o f  the age groups between 20 and 40 y ears ,  and a sex r a t i o  above 
normal l e v e l s .  These trends are to be expected of  a county which has 
a g r ic u l t u r e  as i t s  s in g le  economic base and which is ra p id ly  losing  
popula t ion .
MEAGHER
Meagher County is enveloped by the fo l lo w in g  count ies:  Wheatland,  
Park ,  G a l l a t i n ,  Broadwater,  Lewis and C la r k ,  Cascade, and Judi th  Basin.  
The major community in the county is White Sulphur Spr ings,  which had 
a populat ion o f  1,025 in 1950 and 1,519 in i 9 6 0 .
In the two decades p r i o r  to  1950 employment was in a s t a t e  o f
c o n t r a c t io n .  Work o p p o r tu n i t ie s  diminished fo r  both sexes.  A g r ic u l tu r e  
accounted f o r  a good share o f  the work d e le t io n s  and manufacturing
(wood products)  accounted f o r  most o f  the few a d d i t io n s .
During the l a s t  census p e r io d ,  the county experienced a 25.8% 
popula t ion ga in .  This was the highest gain chalked up by any o f  the 
counties in southwestern Montana. A g r ic u l tu r e  accounted f o r  most o f
1 7 7 .
TABLE XXX
DATA SHEET: MEAGHER COUNTY
1930 1940 1950 1960
Age P ro p o rt io n s
Under 15 years 23 .8$ 19.8$ 24.2$ 30.7$
15 to  64 years 69.5$ 71 .4$ 64 .6$ 58.4$
65 yea rs  & over 6 .7$ 8 .8 $ 11.1$ 11.0$
Index  o f Ag ing 28.1 44.2 45 .8 35 .8
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity * 1 .1 0 .9 0 .9 1 .0
P o p u la tio n 2,272 2,237 2,079 2,616
P ercen t Inc rease -1 3 .3 $ -1 .5$ -7 .1 $ 25.8$
Sex R a tio 158.5 153.0 150.2 120.6
P ercen t Urban — _ — _  —
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1930 APEC- 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 126.9 Under 5 128.9 115.2 93.0
5 -  9 152.6 5 - 9 110.3 110.3 82.6
10-14 99 .0 10-74 136.7 140.7 114.9
15-19 113.6 15-19 149.3 141.7 97.9
20-24 145.9 20-24 121 .2 101.8 82.4
25-29 138.9 25-29 127.0 128.1 171.5
30-34 112.3 30-34 164.5 133.3 187.4
35-44 197.6 35-39 178.9 120.6 144.7
45-54 217.5 40-44 160.0 186.8 113.3
55-64 244.3 45-49 163.5 127.8 143.1
65-74 200.0 50-54 201.9 170.7 168.3
75 & ove r 128.6 55-59 231 .0 248.7 135.9
60-64 208.3 253.7 203.7
65-69 140.5 237.9 200.0
70-74 164.7 215.0 212.5
75 & over 138.5 191.7 117.4
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the job c losings and the wood products in d u s try ,  in a d d i t io n  to the  
trades and serv ices  sectors o f  the economy, accounted fo r  the m a jo r i ty  
of  the job  expansions.  During th is  p e r io d ,  the female gained a f i f t y  
percent increase in the number o f  jobs he ld .
The prognosis f o r  the fu t u r e  is f o r  an increase i f  proper u t i l i ­
z a t io n  o f  the s iz e a b le  stands o f  lodgepole pine found in the area can 
be encouraged. The l i v e s to c k  industry  w i l l  have l i t t l e  need fo r  more 
workers,  so the county c a n ' t  look in th a t  d i r e c t i o n  fo r  i t s  growth.
The ev ident  demographic trends inc lude: a s i g n i f i c a n t  level  o f  
aging o f  the county 's  pop u la t io n ,  an extremely  high sex r a t i o ,  de­
creas ing a t  a slower than usual r a t e ,  an o u t - m ig ra t io n  o f  both sexes 
in the younger, a c t iv e  age groups, an increasing proport ion  o f  ch i ld re n  
under 15 y ea rs ,  and a decreasing proport ion  o f  people between the years  
o f  15 and 64.  These are trends which could be expected o f  a r u r a l ,  
a g ra r ia n  county w i th  a l im i t e d  economic base.
MINERAL
Mineral  is s k i r t e d  by Idaho and the counties o f  Sanders and 
Missoula.  The p r in c ip a l  communities inc lude: A lberton and Superior .
A!berton had a popula t ion o f  326 in 1950 and 356 in 1960. Superior  
had 626 people in 1950 and grew to  1,242 in i 9 60 .
Before 1950 the in d u s t r ie s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  mining and construc­
t io n  experienced s i g n i f i c a n t  reductions and the logging industry  took  
on an in c re a s in g ly  important ro le  in the economy. The ro le  o f  the 
female worker adopted a more important place in the economy of the a rea .
During the period between 1950 and i 9 6 0 , the county 's  populat ion  
and employment o p p o r tu n i t ie s  increased h e a v i l y .  The t ra n s p o r ta t io n
1 8 1 .
TABLE XXXI
DATA SHEET: MINERAL COUNTY
1930 1940 1950 1960
Age P ro p o rt io n s
Under 15 yea rs '22 .1# 21-.7# 29.6# 35 .4#
15 to  64 years 71 .5  # 67 .5# 59.7# 57.3#
65 yea rs  & over 6 .4# 10.8# 10.8# 7 .3 #
Index  o f  Ag ing 29 .0 49.9 36.4 20 .8
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity 1.3 1 .8 1.7 2 .5
P o p u la tio n 1 ,626 2,135 2,081 3,037
P ercen t Change -3 0 .1 # ' 31.3# -2 .5 # 45 .9#
Sex R a tio 148.6 143.2 119.7 110.2
P ercen t Urban — . — _  ' — _  — _  —
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1930 AGE 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 77.6 Under 5 102.4 115.5 114.1
5 - 9 126.7 5 - 9 98.6 96.6 91.4
10-14 119.6 10-14 123.9 111.8 130.6
15-19 139.4 15-19 142.3 125.9 94 .0
20-24 179.5 20-24 130.2 124.0 94.3
25-29 131.3 25-29 114.6 85.1 125.3
30-34 155.8 30-34 139.7 87.1 98 .8
35-44 115.7 35-39 136.5 125.0 105.6
45-54 182.1 40-44 169.1 126.7 83 .9
55-64 214.8 45-49 139.7 142.3 130.2
65-74 361.1 50-54 150.9 155.9 146.2
75 & over 200.0 55-59 170,8 102,4 127.3
60-64 175.6 135.6 129.7
65-69 156.8 161.3 113.5
70-74 346.7 156.0 154.2
75 & over 360.0 243.5 97.6
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( r a i l )  and the a g r i c u l t u r a l  f i e l d s  decreased the numbers they employed 
w h i le  the wood products e n te rp r is e s  again made s i g n i f i c a n t  ga ins .  The 
gains made by the wood products indus t i res  in th is  county pushed manu­
f a c t u r in g  to higher r e l a t i v e  leve ls  o f  importance than in any o ther  
surrounding county. Trade and serv ices  made important gains cons is tent  
w ith  improved economic s ta tus  o f  the female.
The populat ion trends ev ident  through an inspection o f  the s t a t ­
i s t i c s  and pyramids f o r  th is  county present  in t e r e s t i n g  c h a r a c t e r is ­
t i c s .  The aging process so evident in o ther  counties is not tak ing  
place here .  The trend has a c t u a l l y  been toward a younging o f  the 
populat ion composition; in 1940 the Index o f  Aging was 4 9 - 9 .  by 1950 
i t  had s l ipped  to  36 .4  and in I960 the Index goes down to 2 0 .8 .  This 
is e ig h t  points  below the Index o f  Aging f i g u r e  f o r  the s ta te  o f  Montana. 
One of the reasons f o r  such a low Index o f  Aging is th a t  the proport ion  
o f  c h i ld re n  in the populat ion has been r i s i n g  more ra p id ly  in th is  
county than i t  has f o r  the rest  o f  the s t a t e ,  p a r t l y  because o f  the  
in -m ig ra t io n  o f  people o f  the ch i ld b e ar in g  ages and a lso  because the  
county apparent ly  has a higher  than normal reproduct ion r a t e .  The 
populat ion is growing in th is  county and in such cases o f  in -m ig ra t io n  
expansion the e l d e r l y  usua l ly  make up a sm al le r  proport ion  o f  the t o t a l .
There is evidence o f  o u t -m ig ra t io n  in the 20 to  35 age groups, not  
uncommon in o ther  areas o f  the s ta te  and n a t io n .  The younger n a t u r a l l y  
must leave the community in order  to a t tend  c o l le g e ,  and to  e n te r  the 
m i l i  ta ry  servf  c e .
The sex r a t i o  o f  t h is  county is high although i t  has been on a 
downward trend fo r  a long period o f  t ime.  The high sex r a t i o  is ap-
1 8 5 .
p a te n t ly  caused by the fa c t  th a t  there is s t i l l  much more economic 
oppor tu n i ty  open to the male than there  is to the female .  The nature  
o f  the r e l a t i v e  boom in the logging industry  is enough to e xp la in  the 
high sex r a t i o .
MISSOULA
Missoula is d e l im i te d  by the fo l lo w in g  counties:  M in e r a l ,  Sanders,  
Lake,  F la thead ,  Powel l ,  Gran i te  and R a v a l l i .  The major community in 
Missoula County is the c i t y  o f  Missoula and i t s  surrounding suburbs.
The c i t y  had a populat ion o f  22,485 in 1950 and 27 ,090  in I960 .  These 
f ig u res  would be much l a r g e r  i f  the surrounding suburbs were included 
w i t h in  the o f f i c i a l  census count o f  the c i t y ' s  p o pu la t ion .  Most o f  
the recent growth has taken place in the suburbs and thus the count o f  
the populat ion in the county is more i n d ic a t i v e  o f  the real  s t a t e  o f  
growth which has taken place during the past few decades.
During the two decades p r i o r  to 1950 Missoula County had an a c t iv e  
economic growth.  This per iod served as a t ime during  which a broaden­
ing o f  the economic base occurred.  The sectors o f  the economy which 
experienced reductions included the a g r i c u l t u r e  and government.  The 
reduct ion o f  armed forces a t  Fort  Missoula was the major reason fo r  
the large  cutback in government p o s i t io n s .  Females had more new job  
openings than the male sec tor  o f  the popu la t ion .  A la rge  expansion o f  
the serv ices  and trade in d u s tr ies  were the reasons fo r  th is  broadening
o f  oppor tun i ty  f o r  females.  During these decades,  Missoula became the
55
second la rg e s t  lumber c en ter  between the A t l a n t i c  and P a c i f i c  coasts .
55 Hardy,  Boyd and Tom Evans, " A Look a t  Missoula County,"  
Montana S ta te  College Farmer, V I I I ,  February,  1955, p. 10.
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TABLE XXXII
DATA SHEET: MISSOULA COUNTY
1950
Age P ro p o rt io n s
Under 15 ye a rs  25. 8$
15 to  64 years  68.5$
65 years  & over 5 .£ ^
Index o f  A g ing 22.6
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity  8 .5
P o p u la tio n  21,782
P ercen t Change -9 .4 $
Sex R a tio  115.2
P ercen t Urban 67«5$
1 9 4 0  1 9 5 0  1 9 6 0
22.5$ 26.2$ 51.6$
70 .6$ 65. 4$ 59.5$
j  6 . 8$ 
50.5
8 .4 $ 9.2$
52.2 29.0
11.1 15.5 17.1
29,058 55,495 44,665
55.5$ 22.0$ 25.8$
115-5 105.2 100.9
65 .5$ 65.4$ , 69.2$
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIO
AGE 1950 AGE 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 107.2 Under 5 110.4 101.5 100.5
VTI 1 VO 101 .5 5 - 9 106.0 102.5 104.8
10-14 97.6 10-14 101.0 105.4 97.9
15-19 102.5 15-19 107.5 91.9 99.1
20-24 115.0 20-24 111.5 117.5 110.4
25-29 104.5 25-29 116.1 115.7 106.1
50-54 116.2 50-54 114.8 97.1 101.9
55-44 106.8 55-59 110.6 100.9 101.9
45-54 151.8 40-44 110.7 107.7 98.5
55-64 152.5 45-49 110.0 97.4 102.2
65-74 154.9 50-54 114.2 99.2 105.1
75 & over 166.7 55-59 154.9 105.1 97 .8
60-64 129.8 106.5 99656
65-69 151.4 124.1 91 .8
70-74 145.9 112.1 95.9
75 & over 129.2 124.8 86.6
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The years between 1950 and 1960 saw another enormous expansion of  
Missoula 's  economy. The employment trends set in the previous years  
continued in to  th is  decade w i th  the except ion th a t  females gained fewer  
jobs than did males.
The prognosis f o r  fu t u r e  growth looks impressive when considera t ion  
is made o f  the f a c t  th a t  the economic base is broad and th a t  a large  
par t  o f  th a t  base is composed o f  a major u n i v e r s i t y .
The populat ion dynamics d isplayed by the s t a t i s t i c s  and the graphs 
prepared f o r  th is  county f a l l  w i t h i n  those commonly considered the norm 
f o r  urbanized areas.  The growth ra te  s ince 1930 has been tremendous and 
t h a t  p red ic te d  f o r  1970 is even higher  than any which occurred p re ­
v io us ly  (25 .8%).  The Index o f  Aging began a period o f  d e c l in e  during  
the 1950 and i 960 decade. This d e c l in e  occurred because there  was 
considerable  in -m ig ra t io n  o f  middle aged people who in turn  e i t h e r  
brought w i th  them, or  produced when they a r r i v e d ,  large  numbers o f  
c h i ld r e n ,  thus increasing the proport ion  o f  people under 15 years .
This high reproduct ion ra te  is unusual f o r  an urbanized a r e a ,  but i t  
may be due to the large  propor t ion  o f  people to be found in the popu­
l a t i o n  o f  the 20 to 30 age group.
The lo c a t io n  o f  the U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Montana w i t h i n  the county re ­
f l e c t s  p a r t  o f  the reason fo r  the high p ropor t ion  o f  young a d u l ts .
This is e s p e c ia l l y  t ru e  f o r  the 1950 census f ig u re s  which began i n ­
c lud ing students a t ten d in g  u n i v e r s i t i e s  in l o c a l i t i e s  o ther  than t h e i r  
o r i g i n a l  homes as residents  o f  tha t  l o c a l i t y .
The sex ra t io s  are  cons is ten t  w i th  the urbanized charac te r  o f  th is  
l o c a l i t y  and are on a d ec l in e  whose present level  is below the s t a t e
1 9 0 .
average.
MUSSELSHELL
Musselshel l  County is bordered by Yel lowstone,  Pet roleum, Fergus,  
Rosebud and Golden V a l le y  count ies .  I t s  major communities include  
Melstone,  195 in 1950 and 266 in 1960 and Roundup, the county s ea t ,  
which had a popula t ion o f  2 ,856  in 1950 and 2,8^2 in I960 .
Populat ion decl ines  re g is te re d  f o r  t h i s  county since 1920 have 
been caused by a continued c u r ta i lm e n t  o f  the number o f  people em­
ployed in the coal mining in d u s try ,  and during the 1950 to  1960 per iod  
by a reduction in a g r i c u l t u r a l  workers .  The mechanization and con­
s o l id a t i o n  w i t h in  the a g r i c u l t u r a l  s ec tor  o f  Musselshel l  County has 
lagged behind the re s t  o f  the a rea .  Rec ent ly ,  during the l a s t  census 
period the normal reductions in farm and ranch labor  became n o t ic e a b le .  
A g r i c u l t u r e ,  in th is  county ,  is not in a h e a l th y ,  s ta b le  c o n d i t io n ,  
e xe m pl i f ied  by i t s  rank o f  f o r t i e t h  out o f  f i f t y - s i x  in cash rece ip ts  
per farm. During the l a s t  decade females gained a much l a rg e r  share 
o f  the a v a i l a b l e  jo b s ,  a trend r e f l e c t e d  in the d e c l in e  o f  the sex 
r a t i o s .  Before tha t  time the trades and serv ices  in d u s tr ies  had not 
made s i g n i f i c a n t  gains and th e re fo re  there  were few jobs a v a i l a b l e  to 
females.
The fu tu re  growth o f  the economy in th is  region is s o le ly  depen­
dent on the d i r e c t i o n  the coal and o i l  in d u s tr ies  w i l l  ta ke .  With 
more a c t iv e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  i t s  na tura l  resources,  the economy could 
grow d e c i s i v e l y .
The outs tanding popula t ion trends in th is  county include an o u t ­
migra t ion  in a l l  age groups and both sexes and an aging o f  the popula-
191. 
TABLE X X X III
DATA SHEET: .MUSSELSHELL COUNTY
1930 1940 1950 1960
Age P ro p o rt io n s
Under 15 years 33.3$ 22.5$ 26.7$ 32 . 0$
15 to  64 years 62 .6$ ■ 71 .1$ 61 .4$ 53.7$
65 years  & over 4 .1 $ 6 .4 $ 11 .9$ 53.7$
Index o f Ag ing 12.4 28.6 45.1 44.7
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity 3-8 3 .0 2 .9 2*6
P o p u la tio n 7,242 5,717 5,408 4,888
P e rcen t Change -3 9 .8 $ -2 1 .1 $ -5 .4 $ -9 .6 $
Sex R a tio 113.0 114.7 115.0 108.2
P ercen t Urban 35.6$ 46 .2$ 52, 8$ 58.1$
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1930 AGE 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 87 .0 Under 5 94.2 113.6 97.1
5 - 9 96.5 5 - 9 100.0 100.8 .105.0
1 ©614 109.3 10-14 85 .9 90.4 114.2
15-19 97.4 1 5-19 101.3 111.0 102.5
20-24 103.5 20-24 116.7 91.5 95 .8
25-29 95 .0 25-29 106.7 120.7 98.2
30-34 78.4 30-34 131.5 97.3 100.7
35-44 127.8 35-39 112.8 110.4 117.2
45-54 166.1 40-44 91,9 128.5 102.6
55-64 152.6 45-49 103.4 131.1 89.1
65-74 157.8 50-54 149.7 100.7 114.4
75 & over 204.5 55-59 146.9 106.3 121.5
60-64 188.1 155.7 104.0
65—69 151.5 142.6 105.0
70-74 159.5 194.1 162.2
75 & over 146,3 147.9 134.9
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t i o n .  The sex r a t i o s ,  i n i t i a l l y  h igh ,  have decl ined to w i t h in  b .k  
points o f  the s t a t e  average.  As was noted above, the economy d i d n ' t  
open to the female sec tor  u n t i l  the 1950-1960 p er io d .  There is e v i ­
dence o f  an increasing  ra te  o f  reproduct ion ind ica ted  by the increase  
in proport ion  o f  c h i ld re n  under 15 years between 19^0 and I960 .  P r io r  
to th a t  time the same proport ion  was decreasing.
PARK
Park County is circumscribed by Yel lowstone Park ,  Carbon, Sweet 
Grass,  Wheatland, Meagher, and G a l l a t i n  count ies .  I t s  major communi­
t i e s  are  Clyde Park,  280 in 1950 and 253 in 1960 and L iv in g s to n ,  the 
county s e a t ,  7>683 >n 1950 and 8,229 in 1960.
Park is exceeded by only  one o th e r  county,  Dawson, in i t s  re l i a n c e
on t r a n s p o r ta t io n  ( r a i l )  and u t i l i t y  employment. The f l u c t u a t io n s  in 
these in d u s t r i e s ,  in a d d i t io n  to the de c l ine  in a g r i c u l t u r a l  employment,  
accounted f o r  most o f  the economic changes in the county.  Up to the  
year  1950, r a i l  and u t i l i t y  employment had been undergoing a continued  
expansion,  but in the fo l lo w in g  per iod the r a i l r o a d  industry  underwent 
a major c u r t a i lm e n t .  During th is  same p e r io d ,  the t r a d e ,  s e rv ice  and 
manufacturing sectors o f  the economy made some major advances and con­
sequently  the female now holds a la rg e r  share o f  the jobs in the county.
I t s  populat ion trends in d ica te  the composition o f  the populat ion  
is aging; now ten points  ( Index o f  Aging) above the s t a te  average.
There is a lower,  but in c re as in g ,  proport ion  o f  c h i ld r e n ,  and the sex 
r a t i o  has been decreasing and is now on the same leve l  as the s t a t e  as 
a whole.  There is evidence o f  increasing o u t -m ig ra t io n  in the younger
a d u l t  groups. Unless the re  is f u r t h e r  expansion o f  the county's  wood
195.
TABLE XXXIV
DATA SHEET: PARK COUNTY
1930 1940 1950 1960
Age P ro p o rt io n s
Under 15 yea rs 27.4$ 22 .7$ 26.5$ 30 .4$
15 to  64 years 66.1$ 70 .1$ 63.8$ 57 .9$
65 years  & over 6 .5 $ 7 .1 $ 9 .6$ 11.8$
Index o f Aging 23.6 31.3 36.3 38.3
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity 4 .2 4 .4 4 .6 5 .0
P o p u la tio n 10,922 11,566 11,999 13,168
P ercen t Inc re ase -3 .6 $ 5 .9$ 3 .7$ 9 .7 $
Sex R a tio 120.1 115.4 109.1 104.4
P ercen t Urban 58.5$ 57 .4$ 64.0$ 62 .5$
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1930 AGE 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 101 .8 Under 5 100,7 103.2 115.2
5 - 9 106.3 5 -  9 112.0 97.4 95 .0
10-14 96.9 10-14 104.0 107.0 104.4
15-19 112.5 15-19 103,9 98.9 95.5
20«24 126.8 20-24 106.4 99.7 95.4
25-29 94.3 25-29 109,0 110.5 95.2
30-34 107.5 30-34 109.0 92.6 106.5
35-44 128.3 35-39 107.2 111.3 102.2
45-54 148.0 40-44 103.6 111.3 97 .9
55-64 137.6 45-49 132.1 108.3 104.0
65-74 185.2 50-54 132.2 119.4 132.8
75 & over 169.1 55-59 152.9 134.1 111 .1
60-64 154.0 116.1 114.6
65-69 125,5 152.2 109.5
70-74 125.5 124.1 106.2
75 & over 178.1 113.8 100.4
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products in d u s t ry ,  there  w i l l  be f u r t h e r  loss o f  populat ion and the 
trends mentioned above w i l l  cont inue .
PETROLEUM
This county is encompassed by Fergus,  P h i l l i p s ,  G a r f i e l d ,  and 
Rosebud count ies .  W in n e t t ,  the only community in the county ,  had a 
populat ion o f  407 in 1950 and 3&0 in i 9 60 .
Petroleum County has the smal lest  popula t ion o f  Montana's f i f t y -  
s i x  counties  and the second lowest ra te  o f  inhab i tan ts  per square m i le .  
Winnett  is the t h i r d  sm al lest  county seat in s i z e .  Even though the  
county has los t  popula t ion  ever since i t  was. e s t a b l i s h e d , i t s  a g r i c u l ­
tu r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  and t rade  e n te rp r is e s  have held steady or expanded.
The loss o f  populat ion up u n t i l  1950 was due mostly to  a readjustment  
period fo l lo w in g  the depression and drought years in the 1930's ,  The 
county has held an excess popula t ion fo r  a number o f  years and is s t i l l  
in the process of  los ing i t .
During the per iod between 1950 and I9 6 0 ,  the county again los t  a 
large  percent o f  i t s  populat ion (12.9%) • A g r ic u l tu r e  and mining ( o i l )  
experienced a sharp reduct ion  in t h e i r  labor needs. The only ind u s tr ies  
which had expansions in t h e i r  labor  forces were manufactur ing ,  con­
s t r u c t i o n ,  and s e rv ic e s .  The women's p o s i t io n  in the labor fo rce  im­
proved somewhat over the previous decade and accounted f o r  37% o f  the  
n o n - a g r ic u l t u r a l  jobs in i 9 6 0 . There is l i t t l e  which could develop in 
the county which would a v e r t  another populat ion shrinkage by 1970. I t  
has been pred ic ted  the county w i l l  lose another 12. k% o f  i t s  popula­
t io n  by 1970. 56
■^Dieh l ,  W.D. ,  op.  ci t .
199. 
TABLE XXXV
DATA SHEET: PETROLEUM COUNTY
1930 1940 1950 1960
Age P ro p o rt io n s
Under 15 yea rs 32.9$ 25.6$ 28.5$ 30.2 $
15 to  64 years 62.3$ 68 .1$ 62.8$ 58.7$
65 years  & over 4 .4$ 6 .3$ 8 .8 $ 11 .1$
Index  o f  A g ing 14.4 24.5 30.8 36 .7
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity 1 .2 0 .7 0 .6 0.5
P o p u la tio n 2,045 1,083 1 ,026 894
P e rcen t Change _  _ -4 7 .0 $ -5 .3 $ 412.9$
Sex R a tio 125.9 126.6 134.2 129.8
P e rcen t Urban _  _ —  — _  _ _  _
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1930 AGE 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 88.6 Under 5 88.1 132.7 150.0
5 -  9 120.6 5 - 9 61 .4 110.4 115.4
10-14 88 .9 10-14 11 2 .0 117.2 106.1
15-19 140.3 15-19 128.3 135.3 120.0
20-24 102.9 20-24 123.3 148.4 131-6
25-29 86 .4 25-29 160.0 110.8 116.7
30-34 78 .7 30-34 103.1 115.2 152.2
35-44 168.8 35-39 103.2 177.3 100.0
45-54 184.9 40-44 118.2 118.8 160.9
55-64 172.0 45-49 156.4 103.9 143.5
65-74 247.4 50-54 176.3 114.3 162.5
75 & over 71 .4 55-59 247.1 191.7 140.0
60—64 211 .1 146.7 237.5
65-69 154.6 193.8 81 .8
70-74 122.2 342.9 129.4
75 & over 300 .0 140.0 122.2
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202.
The populat ion trends are those expected o f  a r u r a l ,  ag rar ian
county which has los t  populat ion c o n s is te n t ly  fo r  over t h i r t y  years .
The populat ion has an increasing Index o f  Aging,  7-9 points  above the
average fo r  the s t a t e .  The propor t ion  o f  c h i ld ren  under 15 years is
lower than the norm and is caused by a lower than average ra te  o f  
57reproduct ion.  The o v e r r id in g  f a c to r  in the whole process shaping 
the composition of  the populat ion in Petroleum County is o u t ­
m igra t io n .  This process is a c t iv e  in every age group and both sexes.  
People are leaving the county a t  a s w i f t  and consis tent  r a t e .  The 
younger people,  the females,  and the more adaptable are leaving a t  a 
s w i f t e r  ra te  than are the o ther  segments o f  the popu la t ion .  The sex 
r a t i o  is f a r  above the s ta te  average.  In f a c t ,  the sex r a t i o  fo r  1950 
increased by almost ten points over the 19^0 l e v e l .  The shor t - te rm  
increase during tha t  p a r t i c u l a r  period is an anomoly f o r  the area in 
which the county is located.  This ind ica tes  there is s t i l l  l i t t l e  
opportun ity  fo r  the unmarried female in th is  county.  A l l  trends l i s t e d  
fo r  th is  county are  those p re d ic ta b le  in an a g r a r i a n ,  ru ra l  s e t t i n g  
possessing a narrow economic base wi th  l i t t l e  hope fo r  fu t u r e  expan-  
s io n .
PHILLIPS
P h i l l i p s  is edged by the fo l low ing  count ies:  Va l ley ,  G a r f i e l d ,
Petroleum, Fergus,  and B la in e .  The northern border o f  the county is 
d e l im i te d  by Canada. I t s  major communities include Dodson, w i th  a 
populat ion o f  330 in 1950 and 313 in i 960 , M a l ta ,  2,095 in 1950 and 
2,239 in I960 and Saco, 539 in 1950 and 490 in I960.
-^Stevens,  Timothy E.. op» ci t . , p. 116.
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TABLE XXXVI
DATA SHEET: PHILLIPS COUNTY
1930 1940 1950 1960
Age P ro p o rt io n s
Under 15 years 33.0$ 27.8$ 30.5$ 33.8$
15 to  64 years 62.9$ 66 .7  $ 59-7$ 52.9$
65 years  & over 4 .1$ 5 .5$ 9 .8$ 13.2$
Index o f  Ag ing 12.5 19.7 32.1 39.1
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity 1 *6 1.5 1 .2 1 .2
P o p u la tio n 8,'208 7,892 6,334 6,027
P ercen t Change -1 1 .9 $ -3 .9 $ -1 9 .7 $ -5 .9 $
Sex R a tio 127.5 129.6 120.5 113.4
P ercen t Urban —  — _  _ —  —
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1930 AGE 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 J03Q8 Under 5 111 .1 124.2 104.7
5 - 9 108.7 5 - 9 111.4 91.6 101 .5
10-14 105.1 10-14 105.3 120.2 111.9
15-19 109.0 15-19 105.5 116.5 109.5
20-24 103.8 20-24 122.4 103.0 115.0
25-29 134.0 25-29 137.7 111.1 113.0
30-34 130.6 30-34 128.2 108.3 111.5
35-44 142.7 35-39 131.7 112.3 110.4
45-54 176.0 40-44 126.9 113-2 121 .2
55-64 188.4 45-49 145.2 129.4 108.8
65-74 182.4 50-54 162.0 115-8 121 .2
75 & over 173.3 55-59 213.9 156.5 132.7
60-64 186.1 157.6 105.4
65-69 157.1 178.9 134.2
70-74 229.0 150.7 135.5
75 & over 144.2 129.3 127.8
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P h i l l i p s  is another county which has lo s t  populat ion c o n s is te n t ly  
over the past kO years and is again pred ic ted  to lose populat ion by 
1970. There has been, in a d d i t io n  to  the mechanizat ion process,  a 
reduction in the number o f  farms in the county and consequently a con­
s is t e n t  reduction in the number employed in a g r ic u l t u r e  has been the 
r e s u l t .  There was a lso  a waning in the amount o f  mining a c t i v i t y  in 
the county during the years before  1950. Job te rminat ions  were 
a c t u a l l y  three  and one h a l f  times the add i t ions  between the years  
1940 and 1950.
During the period between 1950 and 1960 the downward trend slowed 
somewhat but was s t i l l  in e x is tence .  The moves from the farm to  the 
c i t y  were s t i l l  common but t h e i r  numbers w e re n ' t  as g re a t .  A g r i ­
c u l tu r e  and mining again chalked up reductions in the numbers employed.  
There were expansions in trade and s e rv ic e s ,  and consequently the  
female made gains in her employment s ta tu s .  In i 960 she occupied 39% 
o f  the n o n a g r ic u l tu ra l  pos i t ions  as compared w i th  31% in 1950.
Over the past few decades,  there has been a steady trend o f  o u t ­
m ig ra t io n .  The pyramids r e f l e c t  a sub stan t ia l  amount o f  emmigration  
from the a d u l t  groups up to re t i rement  age.  At t h i s  age the emmigra­
t io n  is p ra c t ice d  a t  a reduced ra te .  An i n t e r e s t in g  phenomenon is 
apparent when comparisons are made among the pyramids fo r  th is  county.  
In 1930 and 1940 the emmigration o f  the 20 to 30 year group is not as 
pronounced as is fo r  the 1950 and i 960 pyramids.  This may be caused 
by the increasing trend f o r  th is  age group to a ttend school over and 
above th a t  which is a v a i l a b l e  in t h e i r  own communities.  Another  
sign o f  the increasing trend fo r  the populace o f  the county to  seek
2 0 7 .
more educat ion ,  to become h ig h ly  t ra in e d  and b e t t e r  educated,  and 
thus to take up residence in the urban areas.
The popula t ion o f  the county is aging a t  a s w i f t  r a t e .  In 
1950 i t  was over ten points  above the s ta te  average.  The sex r a t i o  
is a lso high .  I t  has been decreasing ,  but a t  a slower r a te  than th a t  
o f  the re s t  o f  the s t a t e .
The prognosis f o r  fu t u r e  growth is not promising.  The economic 
base is almost s in g u la r  ( a g r i c u l t u r e )  and the o i l  industry  has not been 
a c t iv e  during  the past few years .  Unless something dramat ic  happens 
to en large  the economy o f  the a rea ,  a populat ion loss w i l l  be e x p e r i ­
enced again in 1970.
PONDERA
Pondera County is surrounded by Chouteau, L i b e r t y ,  Too le ,  G la c i e r ,  
Flathead and Teton count ies .  I t s  major communities include  Conrad 
w ith  1,865 in 1950 and 2 ,665  in i 960 and V a l i e r  wi th  710 in 1950 and 
72*4 in i960 .
The two decades leading up to 1950, a per iod o f  adjustment in 
a g r ic u l t u r e  n ecess i ta ted  by the depression and drought years of  the  
1930 's ,  re g is te re d  sharp dec l ines  in t o t a l  numbers o f  people employed 
on ranches and farms. The increases in c o n s t ru c t io n ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  
u t i l i t i e s ,  t r a d e ,  f in a n c e ,  and insurance f i e l d s  a c t u a l l y  outnumbered 
the decreases in a g r i c u l t u r a l  employment. There was a severe sur ­
plus o f  labor  a t  the beginning o f  the period and thus the populat ion  
loss helped to cut th is  surp lus .
During the 1950 to  1960 period the ra te  o f  c o n tra c t io n  o f  a g r i ­
c u l t u r a l  employment was less in th is  county than i t  was in o th e r  coun-
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TABLE XXXVII
DATA SHEET: PONDERA COUNTY
1930 1940 1950 1960
Age P ro p o rt io n s
Under 15 yea rs 34.0$ 28.8$ 33.6$ 36.9$
15 to  64 years 62 .6$ 65.9$ 59.6$ 54.7$
65 years  & ove r 3 .4$ 5 .9$ 6 .7$ 8 .3 $
Index o f  A g ing 9 .9 18.4 20 .0 22.6
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity 4 .2 4.1 3 .9 4 .7
P o p u la tio n 6,964 6,716 6,392 7,653
P ercen t Change 21.3$ -3 .6 $ -4 .8 $ 19.8$
Sex R a tio 121.8 118.9 109.3 103.7
P ercen t Urban —  - —  — —  — 34.8$
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1 $30 AGE 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 108.8 Under 5 91.5 101.4 91.0
5 - 9 98 .8 5 - 9 112.7 98.0 99.2
10-14 105.8 10-14 114.1 102.5 101 .0
15-19 99 .0 15-19 105.1 104.0 101 .6
20-24 114.6 20-24 106.3 98.6 112,0
25-29 120.3 25-29 119.1 102,5 91.4
30-34 166.7 30-34 153.7 105.1 113.3
35-44 142.9 35-39 106.6 118.9 85 .8
45-54 171.3 40-44 121.4 125.2 113.3
55-64 161.1 45-49 111.4 125.6 112.9
65-74. 144.4 50-54 165.8 108.1 131.3
75 & over 210,5 55-59 151.2 113.4 121 .2
60-64 171.2 136,8 102.5
65-69 128,4 152,6 110.7
70-74 156,8 150,0 134.8
75 &over 162,9 115.0 110.9
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t i e s  in tha t  section  of  the s t a t e .  Tota l  employment expanded more than 
a f i f t h  during the decade. Services o f f e re d  most o f  the new jobs and 
trade helped make some add i t ions  to the labor fo rc e .  A c t u a l l y ,  almost 
a l l  sections o f  the economy, except th a t  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  experienced  
expansions.  With these expansions occurr ing  in areas o f  g re a te r  
p r o c l i v i t y  f o r  female employment, the women in Pondera County improved 
t h e i r  economic standing.
Trends in populat ion composition over the past few decades r e f l e c t  
economic v a s c i 11 at  io n s . The sex ra t io n  has been d e c l in in g  and is now 
at a level  comparable to the s ta te  average.  The populat ion has been 
aging; the Index o f  Aging has been increasing over the years but is s ix  
points  below the s ta te  average.  The proport ion  o f  c h i ld re n  under 15 
years is and has been higher  during the past four  census counts.  This 
is what gives the county a lower than average Index o f  Aging and pro­
port ion  o f  people 65 years and over .
The pyramids show a r e l a t i v e l y  s ta b le  p o pu la t ion ,  al though a 
h is to ry  o f  o u t -m ig ra t io n  and t o t a l  populat ion loss e x i s t s .  The o u t ­
migrat ion  is evidenced most s t rong ly  f o r  the younger a d u l t  groups 
(up to 30 years)  during the census years 1950 to i960 .  P r io r  to 1950 
the o u t -m ig ra t io n  was more evenly spread throughout the popula t ion .  
There is a lso evidence o f  an increasing ra te  o f  reproduct ion ,  fewer  
middle aged people are a c t u a l l y  having more c h i ld re n  than they were 
30 or 1»0 years ago.
The fu tu re  prognosis fo r  the growth of  th is  county's  populat ion  
is encouraging.  The a g r i c u l t u r e  sector o f  i t s  economy is strong; the 
county ranks f i f t h  in Montana in per farm cash rece ip ts  from crops.
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Tourism trade  in the county is growing and o ther  sectors o f  the  
economy, by a l l  accounts,  seems to be in a hea l th y  s t a t e .
POWDER RIVER
Powder River  is demarcated by the fo l lo w in g  counties:  C a r te r ,
Custer ,  Rosebud, and Big Horn. I ts  southern border is edged by 
Wyoming. I t s  major community is Broadus, 517 in 1950 and 628 in I960 .
Powder River is a sparse ly  populated,  l ives tock-produc ing  area .  
This county has the d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  los ing more populat ion between 19^0 
and 1950 than any o ther  county in southeastern Montana, except ing  
Petroleum. Consistent  w i th  the s ta te  and n a t iona l  trend noted in 
almost every county an a lys is  presented thus f a r ,  a g r ic u l t u r e  los t  a 
s i g n i f i c a n t  number o f  employees. The trades and serv ices  sectors o f  
the economy experienced gains in the number employed and thus the 
female improved her economic pos i tion,however, 18% o f  the jobs he ld in 
the county were f i l l e d  by women by the year  1950 .
The ten years between 1950 and I960 witnessed another populat ion  
loss ( “ 7-7%).  The only sect ion  o f  the economy which gained in employ­
ment was serv ices  and th a t  gain was moderate.
The f lu c t u a t io n s  in the s t a t i s t i c s  and charts  r e f l e c t  the o v er ­
r id in g  trend o f  o u t - m ig r a t io n ,  The county has lo s t  populat ion con­
s i s t e n t l y  over the past 20 years and i t s  composition has been carved 
by t h i s  f o r c e .  There is n o t ic e a b le  evidence o f  o u t -m ig ra t io n  o f  the 
younger ad u l t  groups, e s p e c ia l l y  among the 20 to  30 year o ld s .  The 
l a d ie s ,  up u n t i l  very r e c e n t ly ,  have been leaving on a much l a rg e r  
scale  than have the men. T h e i r  economic o p p o r tu n i t ie s  seem to have
213.
TABLE XXXVIII
DATA SHEET: POWDER RIVER COUNTY
1930 1940 1950 1960
Age P ro p o rt io n s
Under 15 years 35 .0$ 27.5$ 29 . 8$ 35.0$
15 to  64 years 61.4$ 66 .3$ 62.4$ 55.3$
65 yea rs  & over 3 .6$ 6 .2  $ 7 .8$ 9 .7$
Index  o f  Aging 10.2 22.4 26.2 27.7
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity 1.2 1 .0 0 .9 0 .8
P o p u la tio n 3,909 3,159 2,693 2,485
P e rcen t Change 16.4$ -1 9 .2 $ -1 4 .8 $ -7 .7 $
Sex R a tio 131.4 124.6 123.1 109.5
P ercen t Urban — — — — — — w -
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1^30 AGE 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 102.6 Under 5 107.4 124.3 91 .6
5 -  9 102.5 5 - 9 90 .0 115.5 94.4
10-14 120,2 10-14 100.6 95.4 123.3
15-19 130.0 15-19 129.6 93 .8 117.1
20-24 120,8 20-24 136.4 124.3 83 .9
25-29 117,5 25-29 106.2 126,1 79.2
30-34 131,6 30-34 103.6 155,3 113.2
35-44 160,1 35-39 104,2 120,8 117.5
45-54 118,5 40-44 149.4 93.3 136.5
55-64 153,4 45-49 161,5' 108.0 117.7
65-74 233,3 50-54 143.8 140,0 103.2
75 & over 130,8 55-59 160,3 166,7 123.4
60—64 178,3 141.7 136.6
65-69 173,7 1 68,6 131.7
70-74 187.5 231.3 141.4
75"$9Qv©r 200 ,0 133,3 130,3
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improved somewhat in recent years and thus the sex r a t i o  has been 
going down, although i t  is s t i l l  above the s ta te  average.
The populat ion is ag ing,  not a s u rp r is in g  t re n d ,  although i t  is 
a l i t t l e  unexpected tha t  the Index o f  Aging f o r  the county is not 
higher than i t  was in i 960 ( 2 7 . 7)> one po int  below the s ta te  average  
o f  2 8 .8 .  One in d ic a t io n  as to the reason fo r  t h is  low Index o f  Aging 
is th a t  the Index in I 930 was s i x  points below the s ta te  index,  and 
since then the county populat ion has been aging a t  a s w i f t e r  ra te  
than has the s ta te  popu la t ion .  The 1930 popula t ion experienced an 
i n f l u x  o f  people ,  a large  par t  o f  which was composed o f  the younger 
people ,  these younger people are now found in the 65 and over c a t e ­
gory.
The fu t u r e  prognosis f o r  t h i s  county is th a t  o f  s t a b i l i t y .
L i t t l e  new growth should take  place due to the l im i t e d  economic base 
o f  the area .
POWELL
Powell County is confined by Lewis and C la r k ,  F la thead ,  Missoula ,  
G ra n i t e ,  Deer Lodge and Je f fe rso n  Counties.  I t s  major community Is 
Deer Lodge, 3>779 in 1950 and 4,601 In I960 ,  Government i n s t i t u t i o n s  
in and near Deer Lodge comprise an Important segment o f  I t s  economy. 
The s t a te  prison is w i t h i n  the c i t y  l i m i t s  and two large s t a t e  i n s t i ­
t u t io n s ,  al though not in the county,  are located w i t h in  20 miles o f  
town. Many people from Deer Lodge commute.
In the per iod p r i o r  to 1950 the economy o f  the county expanded.  
The only sec tor  which experienced a co n trac t io n  was farming and 
ranching.  T ransporta t ion  and government employment accounted fo r
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most o f  the job a d d i t io n s .  Three- four ths  o f  the new job  openings were 
a v a i l a b l e  to women.
During the 1950 and 19601s the small increase in labor  demand was 
almost whol ly  confined to women. The a g r ic u l t u r e  and r a i l r o a d  sectors  
decl ined w h i le  the rest  o f  the economy en larged ,  w i th  government pro­
v id in g  more than 35% o f  the new openings.  Many o f  the job holders  
commuted to Anaconda and worked in the metal reduct ion works.
Changes in the age and sex composition r e f l e c t  many o f  the v a r i a ­
t ions  in the county 's  economy. This county has t r a d i t i o n a l l y  possessed 
a sm al le r  p roport ion  o f  c h i ld re n  under 15 years o f  age and a l a rg e r  
proport ion  o f  adul ts  between the ages o f  15 and 64 years than has the 
re s t  o f  the s t a t e .  Out -m igra t ion  of  the younger a d u l t  groups doesn 't  
seem to be as severe as i t  has appeared in s im i l a r  counties throughout 
the s t a t e .  The populat ion is a c t u a l l y  r e f l e c t i n g  a decreasing Index 
o f  Aging.  The Index o f  Aging in I960 was four  points  above the s ta te  
average,  but had decreased from a high o f  38 .7  in 1940. The sex r a t i o  
is decreasing s w i f t l y ;  in 1940 i t  was 146 .7 ,  by I960 i t  had dropped 
to 105.5 .  The county's populat ion r e f l e c t s  an u rb a n iza t io n  trend  
w h i le  a t  the same time i t  is younging instead o f  aging contrary  to  
general  s t a t e  and na t iona l  trends .
The county 's  fu t u r e  does not appear to  hold s t r i k i n g l y  dynamic 
growth,  but does appear to  be s t a b i l i z i n g .  The sex r a t i o  and Index of  
Aging are both moving c lo ser  to expected norms. The employment p ic tu re  
appears to be le v e l in g  w i th  a g r i c u l t u r e  having made i t s  major a d j u s t ­
ments and the government sec tor  o f  the employment p i c t u r e  expanding
221.
s lo w ly .  A 10.2% increase in the county's  popula t ion is pred ic ted  by 
1970.58
PRAIRIE
P r a i r i e  is encompassed by the fo l lo w in g  count ies:  F a l lo n ,  Custer ,
G a r f i e l d ,  McCone, Dawson, and Wibaux. T e r r y ,  the only  community in 
the county,  was 1,191 strong in 1950 and 1,140 in I960 .
The economic f a b r i c  o f  P r a i r i e  County was strengthened a f t e r  the  
depression and drought years ,  even though there  occurred a s i g n i f i c a n t  
o u t -m ig ra t io n  movement. The only sector  o f  the economy which did not  
o f f e r  a d d i t io n a l  job openings was s e rv ice s .  Even a g r i c u l t u r e ,  in con­
t r a s t  to  the o th e r  sections  o f  the s t a t e ,  o f f e r e d  a d d i t io n a l  jobs .
There was a one - four th  expansion of t o t a l  employment during t h is  
p e r io d .
The decade between 1950 and I960 was a per iod o f  s l i g h t  popula­
t io n  loss and minor expansion o f  job o p p o r t u n i t ie s .  T h i r ty -s e v e n  per  
cent o f  the n o n - a g r ic u l t u r a l  jobs were held by the female sec tor  o f  the  
labor  f o r c e ,  a twelve per cent increase over the 1950 l e v e l .  S i g n i f i ­
cant gains in the number o f  jobs o f fe re d  were experienced Tn the t r a d e ,  
s e rv ic e s ,  government, and o i l  d r i l l i n g  in d u s t r i e s .  The economy in 
P r a i r i e  County seems to have been strengthened by the s l i g h t  loss in 
populat ion coupled w i th  an expansion of economic o p p o r t u n i t i e s .
The sex r a t i o  has decl ined from 137.9 in 1930 to 105.5 in I960 .  
This is evidence that  more jobs are  open to  the female in the county.
I t  is a lso  e v iden t  th a t  more males have been emmigrating from the area
5 % .  D. D ie h l ,  op. c i t .
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TABLE XL ::
DATA SHEET: PRAIRIE COUNTY
1930 1940 1950 1960
Age P ro p o rt io n s
Under 15 yea rs 33.7$ 26.6$ 31.8$ 33.6 $
15 to  64 yea rs 62 .4$ 67 .2$ 58.6$ 55.3$
65 yea rs  & over 3 .9  $ 6 .3  % 9 .7$ 11.1$
Index  o f Aging 11.5 23.6 30.5 33.1
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity ' 2 .3 1.4 1.4 1.3
P o p u la tio n 3,941 2,410 2,377 2,318
P ercen t Change 7*0$ -38.9$ -1 .4 $ -2 .5 $
Sex R a tio 137.9 116.5 109.2 105.5
P ercen t Urban — — — _ M
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1930 AGE 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 122.9 Under 5 81 .3 101.3 107.5
5 - 9 103.8 5 - 9 112.8 96.9 94.5
10-14 102.7 10-14 1 14.0 93-8 101.6
15-19 130.2 15-19 109.6 98 .8 111.7
20-24 179.9 20-24 114.0 118.9' 83.6
25-29 133.6 25-29 131 -3 110.6 114.0
30-34 111.8 30-34 128.8 131.0 100.0
35-44 162.5 35-39 104.7 106.4 108.8
45-54 189.4 40-44 95.0 110.9 122.2
55-64 190.8 45-49 100.0 147.6 128.1
65-74 190.2 50-54 137.7 89.6 129.6
75 & over 100.0 55-59 137.7 118.0 159.4
60-64 143.5 114.8 71 .1
65-69 172.2 110.6 94.3
70-74 176.5 121.9 100.0
75--$ ove r 129.2 160.9 7 9 .0
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than have females,  due to  a l a rg e r  p ropor t ion  o f  jobs c los ing  to the  
male sec tor  o f  the labor  fo rc e .
The popula t ion o f  the county is aging.  One reason f o r  the Index  
o f  Aging to have r isen  is the downward trend in the reproduct ion rates  
thus prov id ing  a smal le r  proport ion  o f  c h i ld re n  in the 15 years and 
under category .  Out -m igra t ion  o f  the middle aged populace may be 
one o f  the reasons f o r  the sm al le r  proport ion  o f  c h i ld re n  and lower 
reproduct ion ra te s .  This s e l e c t i v e  o u t -m ig ra t io n  is becoming more 
pronounced as the years progress.  Both sexes are leav ing in search 
o f  new o p p o r t u n i t ie s ,  more schooling or  to f u l f i l l  t h e i r  m i l i t a r y  
o b i i  gat ion.
The p re d ic t io n  fo r  fu t u r e  growth in t h i s  county is c o n serva t iv e .  
The economy has become s ta b le  and add i t ions  to  the economic opportu ­
n i t i e s  in the area must come from outs ide  sources; a s i t u a t i o n  which is 
u n l i k e l y .  The county w i l l  continue to  lose most o f  i t s  na tu ra l  
increase in a d d i t io n  to continu ing  i t s  aging t re nd .  The sex r a t i o  w i l l  
continue to  r e f l e c t  the o p p o r tu n i t ie s  open fo r  the female in the a rea .
RAVALLI
R a v a l l i  is s k i r t e d  by the s ta te  o f  Idaho and the counties o f  
G ra n i te ,  Missoula ,  Deer Lodge and Beaverhead, Three communities are  
found in th is  county. Darby, the s m a l le s t ,  had a populat ion o f  415 in 
1950 and 398 in i 9 60 . Hamilton,  the county s e a t ,  was populated by 
2 ,678 people in 1950 and 2 ,475  in I9 6 0 ,  a loss o f  5% o f  i t s  1950 
popu la t ion .  S te v e n s v i l l e  had a populat ion o f  772 in 1950 and 784 in
i 9 60 .
2 2 6 . 
TABLE XU
DATA SHEET: RAVALLI COUNTY
1930 1940 1950 1960
Age P ro p o rt io n s
Under 1 5 yea rs 2 8 .7 / 2 6 .7 / 29 . 2/ 30 . 2/
15 to  64 years 63.5?° 65. a?° 59.9/° 5 5 .2 /
65 yea rs  & over 7 .9 / 8 . 3?° 10. 8/ 1 4 .6 /
Index  o f  A g ing 27.4 31.2 37.1 48.3
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity 4 .3 5 .4 5.5 5 .2
P o p u la tio n 10,315 12,978 13,101 12,341
P ercen t Change 2 .2?° 2 5 .8 / 0 .9 / - 5 .8 /
Sex R a tio 117.2 114.1 109.1 101.4
P ercen t Urban — - — — 2 0 .4 / —
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1930 AGE 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 112.6 Under 5 100.2 100.0 107.6
5 - 9 98.5 5 - 9 97.5 114.0 104.8
10-14 108.6 10-14 114.2 120.6 100.9
15-19 111 .4 15-19 108.2 105.8 113.3
20-24 116.0 20-24 113.9 114,7 100.4
25-29 120.4 25-29 117.9 86 ,0 87.2
30-34 112.4 30-34 117,5 91,1 94.1
35-44 103.4 35-39 115,6 100,8 73 .8
45-54 126.4 40-44 104.6 111 .2 98.6
55-64 140.0 45-49 114,5 114,4 106.5
65-74 154.7 50-54 107.0 110,8 114.5
75 & over 159.0 55-59 128.4 114,2 101 .,7
60-64 132,3 112,5 95.3
65-69 136,0 116,1 111.1
70-74 168,4 132,4 106,0
75 & over 148,0 141,1 97,5
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The two decades preceding 1950 were times o f  d i f f e r i n g  growth 
r a te s .  Between 1930 and 1940 the county gained by 25.8? and during  
the years between 1940 and 1950 the popula t ion was close to s t a t i c .
New job o p p o r tu n i t ie s  in the 1930 and 1940 p e r io d ,  to some e x t e n t ,  in 
the years up to 1950 were responsib le  f o r  the expansion in the county's  
popu la t ion .  Employment rose o n e - f i f t h  in 1950 over the 1940 l e v e l .
Much o f  the a d d i t io n a l  oppor tu n i ty  opened to the female sector  o f  the  
labor fo rc e .  A g r i c u l t u r a l  and mining employment decl ined w h i le  s e r ­
v ices and trade expanded. The wood products industry  added a large  
number o f  jobs in the county.
In the te n -year  span between 1950 and I9 6 0 ,  there  was a f u r t h e r  
s i g n i f i c a n t  increase in the number o f  jobs open in the county. A g r i ­
c u l t u r e  accounted f o r  the m a jo r i ty  o f  the job closures w h i le  t ra d e ,  
s e r v ic e s ,  and the wood products industry  chalked up most o f  the  
advances.
The changes in the county's  populat ion composit ion inc lude: a
d e c l in in g  sex r a t i o ,  117-2 in 1930 d e c l in in g  to  101,4 in i960; an aging 
p opu la t ion— the Index o f  Aging was 19*5 po ints  above the s ta te  norm in 
I960; a decreasing proport ion  between the ages 15 and 64; in I960 a 
decrease in the proport ion  o f  c h i ld re n  under 15 years ;  and the o u t ­
m igrat ion  o f  young adul ts  in both sexes.  In a d d i t i o n ,  there  is e v i ­
dence in the popula t ion pyramids tha t  people over 55 years have been 
a c t i v e l y  in -m ig ra t in g  during the past t h i r t y  years .
This county has become a pleasant place  f o r  re t i rem e nt  and the  
“ bedroom" of Missoula .  The prognosis f o r  the fu t u r e  populat ion o f  
th is  county is th a t  o f  growth.  The county w i l l  become an increas ing ly
2 3 0 .
popular suburb o f  Missoula .  Much o f  i t s  growth w i l l  a lso  depend upon 
the fu tu re  o f  the wood products industry 's  ra p id ly  expanding in tha t  
region o f  the s t a t e .
RICHLAND
Richland County is d e l im i te d  by the s t a te  o f  North Dakota and the 
fo l low ing  counties:  Wibaux, Dawson, McCone and Roosevelt .  The two
major communities in the county are Fa irv iew and Sidney. Fa irv iew  
had a populat ion o f  942 in 1950 and has since grown to 1,006 in i960,, 
Sidney,  the county s e a t ,  was 3*987 strong in 1950 and is now 4 ,5 64 .
During the two decades preceding 1950 the county witnessed an 
expansion o f  the a v a i l a b l e  jobs in most areas o f  i t s  economy with  the  
exception o f  a g r ic u l t u r e  and mining.  In contrast  to Richland's  sur ­
rounding count ies ,  i t  experienced a steady per iod o f  populat ion gain 
over these 20 years .  The job o p p o r tu n i t ie s  opening fo r  females were 
s i g n i f i c a n t  due to  the expansions in the trade and serv ices  sectors  o f  
the economy.
From 1950 to I960 manufacturing and trade marked strong expan­
sions in t h e i r  job numbers and a g r i c u l t u r e ,  in a d d i t io n  to construc­
t i o n ,  accounted fo r  the m a jo r i ty  of  the job c losures .  The female in 
Richland County by 1960 re g is te re d  37% o f  the n o n -a g r ic u l t u ra l  pos i ­
t io n s .  This was a gain o f  almost ten points  over the 1950 f i g u r e s .
The county's  economic fu tu re  seems promising.  Growth is g e t t in g  
stronger  in l i v e s to c k  feed ing .  Meat packing f a c i l i t i e s  in the area  
are in the process o f  expansion.  The o i l  and coal reserves in th is  
region a lso  show a promise o f  fu tu re  a dd i t ions  to the county's  
economic growth.
231 . 
TABLE XL I I
DATA SHEET: RICHLAND COUNTY
1950 1940 1950 1960
Age P ro p o rt io n s
Under 15 years 56.5# 30.5# 32.7# 36 .1#
15 to  64 years 60 .1# 64.5# 59.2# 53.4#
65 yea rs  & over 3 .4# 5 .0# 8 .0# 10 .6#
Index  o f  A g ing 9 .2 16.6 24.6 29.3
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity 4 .6 4 .9 4 .9 5.1
P o p u la tio n 9,633 10,209 10,366 10,504
P e rcen t Change -4 .6 # 6, 0# 1 .5# 1 .3#
Sex R a tio 118.1 115.1 108.7 100.7
P ercen t Urban — — 29.2# 38.5# 43 .5#
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1930 AGE 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 106.9 Under 5 105,0 103.3 94 .2
5 - 9 106,0 5 - 9 95 .0 100.5 ’ 100.5
10-14 93.9 10-14 112.7 102.7 104.2
15-19 1-10,6 15-19 105.5 99.5 96.6
20-24 134,2 20-24 110.2 97 .0 86.3
25-29 119.0 25-29 114.7 98.0 84.6
30-34 104.9 30-34 129.6 120.7 96.9
35-44 119.3 35-39 117.1 109.6 102.9
45-54 162.8 40-44 106.5 117.3 108.3
55-64 184.3 45-49 98.2 128.8 105.7
65-74 135,8 50-54 136.6 93,6 116.3
75 & over 70.5 55-59 302.8 97.3 112.9
60-64 146.3 135.2 84 .7
65-69 183,8 158.1 87 ,7
70-74 176.0 152,8 125.0
75 & over 104,3 127.0 136.0
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Related to th is  economic p i c t u r e ,  and the prognosis f o r  fu tu re  
growth in the a rea ,  are  the populat ion trends over the past 30 years .  
The most s t r i k i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h i s  county 's  popula t ion  composi­
t io n  is i t s  ser ies  o f  unusually  low sex r a t i o s .  The county is rura l  
in nature  and has had a g r i c u l t u r e  as i t s  main industry  f o r  a long t ime.  
I t  would be expected th a t  the sex ra t io s  would be much higher  than 
they a re .  There apparent ly  are  more jobs open to the female than are  
apparent through a cursory examination o f  the data  a v a i l a b l e  on the  
county 's economy. The males, e s p e c ia l l y  in the younger a d u l t  groups,  
are emmigrating from the county in l a r g e r  numbers than are  the females.
The county has a high rate of  reproduction and the proportion of  
children under 15 years is increasing as is the proportion o f  people 
65 years and over.  The Index of  Aging is increasing but is not much 
above the s ta te  norm. The proportion of  people 15 to 64 years of age 
is decreasing and is now below the state  norm. Although the county is 
gaining some populat ion,  i t  is ac tua l ly  losing much of  i ts  natural  
increase and th is  out-migrat ion is concentrated in the younger adult  
groups. More males are emmigrating than females.
ROOSEVELT
Roosevelt County is bounded by North Dakota and the fol lowing  
counties: Sheridan, Daniels,  Va l ley ,  McCone and Richland, The two
communities of  over one thousand are Poplar and Wolf Point .  Poplar 
was 1,169 in 1950 and 1,565 in I960. Wolf Point ,  the county seat,  had 
a population of 2,557 in 1950 and 3,585 in I960.
This county made a remarkable recovery from a serious economic 
depression during the 1930 's . Many new Jobs were created  in almost
235- 
TABLE XL i I 3
DATA SHEET: ROOSEVELT COUNTY
1930 1940 1950 1960
Age P ro p o rt io n s
Under 15 years 35.5 $ 31.0$ 34.4$ 39.3 $
15 to  64 years 60.8$ 63 .7$ 58.2$ 51.3$
65 yea rs  & over 3 .7  $ 5 .3$ 7 .4 $ 9 .4$
Index o f  Ag ing 10.5 17.1 21 .6 23.9
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity 4 .5 4.1 4 .0 4 .9
P o p u la tio n 10,672 9,806 9 ,580 11,731
P ercen t Change 3.1/6 ~8.1$ -2 .3 $ 22 .5$
Sex R a tio 121.2 112.1 110.7 105.3
P ercen t Urban _  _ — — 26.7$ 30.6$
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1930 AGE 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 108.3 Under 5 102.4 104.6 105.8
5 - 9 96.5 5 - 9 107.9 93.2 102.1
10-14 122.2 10-14 97 .4 91.9 106.3
15-19 108.7 15-19 93 .8 112,1 102.8
20-24 112.9 20-24 116.7 105.6 79.2
25-29 107.4 25-29 111.6 114.7 100.6
30-34 132,6 30-34 99.1 125.4 109.0
35-44 134,7 35-39 86 .4 110.2 103.0
45-54 154.9 40-44 139.4 107,2 103.3
55-64 157,1 45-49 116,1 101 .0 100,6
65-74 162,9 50-54 141,4 122.6 115.1
75 & over 115,8 55-59 132,7 113.9 92.1
60-64 181,0 193,5 132.4
65-69 178.4 155.6 107.9
70-74 144,4 187.9 136.5
75' -tsJover 137.3 111.3 132.1
iCHAHSL.. 85
;,V
j.! X
! I Li ! . : : iP x11! l . 1, t-:
; I9 3 0  i
1940 !
Nr ' i l j i f ! ! . !  I'ii'i \.\
j:; j
[75; ^  O :©r 
n i
X L
   L .
6 f T i
(i-;-: i-i
[XjLL'LLLjXq
jTj
j
ILlv.iXLLfeLrJj:
 ̂i:|! ’ 1 1 f  ^
U:
n i-
r M  +
• • p.rn . ’ g 1 j *1 |
fs p g fj
^ r 1 -x...
t f a H *
m
:q~a:fej±
0 m
u -m f . '
s » [ f L r t ± f e 3 E
■txEfin:
;'pJ'n! L-
xfetTFF
1 i i 1J * i : *
FjPffiTM
- £ j ± E E ® 5
Ph+r
:?S.rTf
1-r-f-rL-
-i-IJ.Li.
-j-i-l-H:
LtftTh
:bi±!±
- L L
npp::!:
? ± r m rM I 1 .
:pLfq;i:4rq:+L
i± j4 4 ± t i±
:ffl;]XpHEra:
u
| | | | ; | | | | |
LLUxLTTiXP-FFh-Pt
:;:r.
Jxldxtxr
W B R
5 X i : p '
■ ' X x j j ’ 
t t a r j ::ip4p;iri
X + B F
ri/rcti- ̂ irrpdic
Exi'x&'.u.'l | ± b ± E . i
j|Xj ̂  j_.jp.
- r - i - i - i — r r  s ^ - h - H -s - H  
bx;:pqj:r|LTLr:!-H ;:q
m & k m iH -l Sr-hrH-i-j-
L s ;p j:n : : j :x  L p iT x jx L 'x ?
t c t o bS20i-w2ZL'-ti
q:C tq ;l±  
' ' i± i
’ P -+ F  r f f  i :!i-j-j:i: i-1
_.U _
rr*ri-H - '"H- x rn
m r B ± ibhdxnH
-rh— 1-
mpu;tx1TjVjt
±!#cp: iix:j±
E fit \5, | yErjjPi^-:rff~r|:pĉ
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a l l  in d u s tr ie s  d esp i te  a s l i g h t  reduct ion o f  popula t ion between 1930 
and 1950. A g r ic u l tu r e  increased the number o f  people employed due 
to good crop y ie ld s  and an increased amount o f  acreage under t i l l a g e .
Between 1950 and i 960 the county had a 2 2 .5 % increase .  A decrease  
in a g r i c u l t u r a l  employment was o f f s e t  by increases in manufacturing  
and o i l  d r i l l i n g  a c t i v i t y .  The female made considerable  gains in the 
number o f  pos i t ions  she f i l l e d .  In I9 6 0 ,  391 o f  the n o n -a g r ic u l t u r a l  
posi t ions  f i l l e d  by females contrasted to only 31% in 1950.
The county has good mining and manufacturing p o t e n t i a ls  due to 
i t s  close prox imi ty  to water  and e l e c t r i c i t y .  I t s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
industry  is in hea l thy  cond i t ion  and the county has s i g n i f i c a n t  
deposits o f  o i l  and lo w -s u l f id e  c oa l .  There is p o te n t ia l  in each of  
these sectors  and a popula t ion increase is p re d ic te d .
Trends in i t s  popula t ion composition r e f l e c t  both the economy and 
promise o f  growth.  The sex r a t i o  has been decreasing a t  a s w i f t  r a te .  
At p re se n t ,  i t  is  close to  the s ta te  norm. The p ropor t ion  o f  c h i ld re n  
under 15 years has been inc re as ing ,  which r e f l e c t s  the presence o f  a 
high ra te  o f  reproduct ion ,  p a r t i a l l y  caused by the large  contingent o f  
Indians in the county 's  popu la t ion .
The Index o f  Aging has been increas ing .  The middle years are  the  
groups which seem to  be losing ground in th is  county,  w h i le  t h e i r  
numbers are expanding.  This increase is not p ro p o r t io n a l l y  keeping 
abreast o f  the expansions in the other  age groups.
The populat ion pyramids r e f l e c t  the presence in the county o f  a 
la rge  cont ingent  o f  immobile people.  The pa t te rns  o f  o u t -m ig ra t io n  
among the young a du l ts  so common in o ther  counties are not so ev ident
2 3 9 .
here.  There is evidence o f  o u t -m ig ra t io n  among the young males, but  
the young females are  s tay ing  home. The male's indenta t ion  on the  
pyramid is not as prominent fo r  th is  county as i t  has been in the p re ­
vious count ies .  I t  could be guessed th a t  the young a d u l t s ,  a large  
proport ion  o f  which are  Ind ian ,  are leav ing to a ttend the m i l i t a r y  
s e r v i c e ,  but not to seek more job  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  or  to a t tend  col lege. .
ROSEBUD
Rosebud is encompassed by the fo l lo w in g  counties:  Powder R iv e r ,
Big Horn,  Treasure ,  M u s s e lshe l l ,  Petroleum, G a r f ie ld  and Custer .  The 
major community and county seat is Forsyth ,  1,906 in 1950 and 2 ,032  in 
I960.
During the 1930 to 19^0 decade, Rosebud County lo s t  populat ion  
and job  openings,  e s p e c i a l l y  in the a g r i c u l t u r a l  f i e l d .  During the 
ten years fo l lo w in g  19^0 , th is  county was one o f  th is  a re a 's  three  
populat ion gain ing  count ies .  The t o t a l  number o f  jobs a v a i l a b l e  
gained, but many were los t  in the a g r ic u l t u r e  and serv ices  in d u s t r i e s .  
The r a i l ,  mining,  and trade  indus tr ies  t a l l i e d  most o f  the job  a d d i ­
t ions .
From 1950 to 1960 the number o f  jobs decreased. The losses were 
f e l t  in the a g r i c u l t u r e ,  mining,  t r a n s p o r ta t io n  and u t i l i t i e s  areas .  
Services and t rade  made the most ga ins,  and thus the female improved 
her p o s i t io n .  In 1950, women held only 16% o f  the jobs in the county— 
by i 960 th is  increased to  28%. The per cent o f  female jobs is much 
lower than most o th e r  c o u n t ies ,  inc lud ing ru ra l  areas.
The sex r a t i o  is low f o r  th is  county,  e s p e c i a l l y  when the  economy 
o f  the area is compared to o ther  rura l  economies. The female held
240.
TABLE XL IV
DATA SHEET: ROSEBUD COUNTY
1930 1940 1950 1960
Age P ro p o rt io n s
Under 15 years 32.4$ 28.3$ 31.3$ 36.0$
15 to  64 years 62.5 $ 65 .3$ 60.8$ 53.6$
65 yea rs  & over 5.1 $ 6 .4 $ 7 .9$ 10,4$
Index o f  Ag ing 15.7 22.5 25.1 28.9
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity 1.5 1.3 1.3 1 .2
P o p u la tio n 7,347 6,477 6,570 6,187
P ercen t Change -8 .2 $ -1 1 .8 $ 1.4$ -5 .8 $
Sex R a tio 122.8 116.5 118.3 107.2
P ercen t Urban —  — —. — _
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1930 AGE 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 87 o1 Under 5 105.8 105.9 108.3
5 - 9 98.5 5 -  9 109.8 111.5 106.2
10-14 108,4 10-14 94,1 107.1 107,5
15-19 115.0 15-19 101.9 129.9 100.8
20-24 127.4 20-24 112.8 97 ,9 85.4
25-29 139.4 25-29 112.9 113.6 99.4
30-34 103.4 30-34 111 .6 111.7 85.6
35-44 147.5 35-39 133.9 111.3 113.6
45-54 143.4 40-44 100.0 119.8 111 .4
55-64 161.9 45-49 123.4 157.8 100.6
65-74 190.4 50-54 136.2 117.3 126.6
75 & over 138.1 55-59 190,3 120.4 129.5
60-64 141.6 185.3 111 .2
65-69 134.8 140.2 117.5
70-74 173-9 118.6 148.1
75 & over 133.3 147.8 103.1
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only  28% o f  the jobs in Rosebud County during I96 0 .  This is evidence  
o f  a s i t u a t i o n  which should force  the lad ies  to go elsewhere in search 
o f  t h e i r  fo r tu n e s ,  but they a r e n ' t  emmigrating in great numbers. The 
age groups which demonstrate great  m o b i l i t y  are  again the young adul ts  
(20 to  30 y e a r s ) .  Both sexes in the age group are  o u t - m ig r a t in g ,  but  
a la rg er  proport ion  o f  females are  s tay ing  behind.  The age s p e c i f i c  
sex ra t io s  f o r  the groups between 20 and 30 years in 1960 were below 
100. This ind ica te s  th a t  more males are leav ing the county than are  
females.  One reason fo r  th is  r e l a t i v e  lack o f  m o b i l i t y  among the  
younger females is t h a t  t h is  county has a large  cont ingent  o f  Indians.
The populat ion is aging,  but at a slower ra te  than many o th e r  
ru ra l  count ies .  The reason fo r  i ts  low Index o f  Aging,  almost i d e n t i ­
cal w i th  the s ta te  norm in 1960, is tha t  the proport ion  o f  ch i ld ren  
under 15 years in the populat ion is h igher  than usual ;  thus,  pressing  
other  proport ions down. This county is apparen t ly  exper iencing  a 
high degree o f  reproduct ion.
The s i g n i f i c a n t  number o f  Indians found in th is  county 's  popula­
t ion  g r e a t ly  in f luences i t s  trends.  The Indians are  known fo r  t h e i r  
immobil i ty  and high f e r t i l i t y  and the s t a t i s t i c s  and graphs present  
f o r  th is  county r e f l e c t  these t r a i t s .
SANDERS
Sanders County is edged by Idaho and the counties o f  M in e r a l ,  
Missoula ,  Lake,  and F la thead.  The major communities located
in the county inc lude: Hot Springs,  733 in 1950 and 585 in 1960;
P la ins  w i th  714 in 1950 and 769 in 196O; Thompson F a l l s ,  851 i n i 950 
and 1 ,274 in 1960.
2kk
TABLE XLV
DATA SHEET: SANDERS COUNTY
1930 1940 1950 1960
Age P ro p o rt io n s
Under 15 years 27.1 $ 27.0$ 28.8$ 30.7$
15 to  64 yea rs 65.476 64.6$ 60 .1$ 56.1$
65 ye a rs  & over 7 .5 $ 8 .2 $ 11.1$ 13.3$
Index o f  Ag ing 27.6 30.4 38.6 43.2
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity 2 .0 2 .5 2 .5 2 .5
P o p u la tio n 5,692 6,926 6,983 6,880
P ercen t Change 16.1$ 21.7$ 0 .8$ -1 .5 $
Sex R a tio 142.1 119.6 114.8 110.1
P ercen t Urban —  M —  — —
' AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1930 AGE 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 100.8 Under 5 96.6 102.8 112.9
5 - 9 106.7 5 -  9 99 .0 96.7 95.9
10-14 127.4 10-14 96.4 103.3 103.0
15-19 140.2 15-19 110.4 98 .8 103.5
20-24 140,9 20-24 122.3 105.0 96.2
25-29 145.8 25-29 112,7 116.7 104.3
30-34 123.2 30-34 126,2 1-06,8 91 .0
35-44 135.7 55-39 116,3 105,5 115.2
45-54 167.8 40-44 141.4 109.8 104,7
55-64 192.1 45-49 112,0 112,1 117.8
65-74 227.6 50-54 156.2 124.9 114.6
75 & over 208.8 55-59 151.9 129.4 100.3
60-64 146.7 183.6 106,1
65-69 128.2 169.6 122.3
70-74 172.1 119.8 158,8
75 & ever 183.1 165.1 163.6
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The economy o f  Sanders County during  the 20 years p r i o r  to  1950 
expanded. The populat ion grew s w i f t l y  the f i r s t  ten years and grew a t  
a slower ra te  the second decade o f  the p e r io d .  Toward the end o f  the  
p e r io d ,  a g r ic u l t u r e  began exper iencing some s i g n i f i c a n t  decl ines  in i t s  
labor fo rc e .  There was an increase in the demand f o r  people to work 
in the wood products , serv ice  and trade in d u s t r ie s .  Women improved 
t h e i r  economic p o s i t io n  due to expansions in the types o f  work w i t h in  
which they could fu n c t io n .
Between 1950 and i960 the economy o f  the county slowed and a 
minor amount o f  populat ion was l o s t .  The loss o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  jobs  
was more than double any gains made in the o th e r  areas o f  the economy. 
Even the t ra d e  and serv ices  ind u s tr ies  lo s t  personnel .  The county  
q u a l i f i e d  f o r  recogn i t ion  as a Redevelopment Area by the s t a t e  and 
federa l  governments and thus was e l i g i b l e  f o r  a d d i t io n a l  manpower 
t r a i n i n g  and ass is tance .
The fu t u r e  o f  Sanders County probably holds another populat ion  
loss in 1970. I t s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  sector  w i l l  continue to  mechanize and 
conso l ida te  and thus w i l l  re qu i re  fewer personnel .  The only industry  
which holds promise is the t o u r i s t  in d u s t ry .  The major route  between 
Missoula and Spokane, Washington cuts through the county and thus there  
is p o te n t ia l  fo r  developing i t s  f i s h in g  and hunting a t t r a c t i o n s .
The populat ion trends include an Index o f  Aging s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
above the s t a te  norm, 4 3 .2  in I960 as compared to 2 8 . 8 — a high sex r a t i o  
d e c l in in g  a t  a slow r a t e — and evidence o f  high f e r t i l i t y  coupled wi th  
in ten s ive  o u t -m ig ra t io n  in the younger ad u l t  groups.
The sex r a t i o  is d e c l in in g  a t  a slower than normal ra te  because 
economic o p p o r tu n i t ie s  have not opened f o r  the female in the county
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age groups, and the female migrated from th is  county more o f ten  than 
did the male.  Emmigration among 20 to 30 year olds is a trend coming 
in c rea s in g ly  s t ronger .
The Index o f  Aging is above the s ta te  norm, a s i t u a t i o n  to be 
expected.  In a d d i t i o n ,  i t  has been r i s in g  ra p id ly  from 7 .5  in 1930 
to 35 .2  in i960 .  The proport ion  of  ch i ld re n  under 15 years has been 
increasing in recent years .  The proport ion  o f  the populat ion composed 
o f the young and middle aged a d u l t  group is d e c l i n i n g ,  thus p lac ing  
a he av ie r  burden upon them fo r  the support o f  the two dependent 
groups, the o ld s te rs  and the youngsters.  These trends are  n a t io n ­
wide,  but they are accentuated in th is  sparse ly  populated a rea .
The sex r a t i o  is going down at  a slow ra te  and is s t i l l  above 
the s t a te  norm. I t  w i l l  e v e n tu a l ly  even out as the popula t ion  becomes 
s t a b i l i z e d  and the adjustments are  made to the mechanizat ion and con­
s o l id a t i o n  o f  the a g r i c u l t u r a l  sec tor  o f  the economy.
SILVER BOW
S i l v e r  Bow is surrounded by the fo l lo w in g  count ies:  Deer Lodge,
J e f fe rs o n ,  Madison and Beaverhead. B u t te ,  i t s  major community, had a 
populat ion o f  33,251 in 1950 and 27,877  in i 9 6 0 . Much o f  t h i s  dep le ­
t io n  was due to urban f l i g h t  and consequently the growth o f  i t s
suburbs was not r e f l e c t e d  in the c i t y ' s  loss.
Employment in the mines a f t e r  the depression per iod o f  the 19301s
never a t t a in e d  previous l e v e l s .  Between 19^0 and 1950 a la rg e  number 
o f  prospective  job seekers l e f t  the county because there  were fewer  
o p p o r t u n i t ie s .  During th is  per iod t r a d e ,  s e rv ic e s ,  c onst ruc t io n  and 
t r a n s p o r ta t io n  expanded t h e i r  demand f o r  workers and thus the female 's
253.
TABLE-XLVI i
DATA SHEETS SILVER BOW COUNTY
1930 1940 1950 1960
Age P ro p o rt io n s
Under 15 years 23.6# 20.8$ 25 .7$ 31.4$
15 to  64 yea rs 72.3$ 73.0$ 65.2$ 57.6$
65 yea rs  & over 4 .2$ 6 .2$ 9 .1$ 11.0$
Index o f  Ag ing 17.7 30 .0 35.6 34 .9
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity 79.6 74.3 67.6 64.9
P o p u la tio n 56,969 53,207 48,422 46,454
P ercen t Change -5 .5 $ -6 .6 $ -9 .0 $ -4 .1 $
Sex R a tio 116.8 109.3 104.0 96.8
P ercen t Urban 69.4$ 69.7$ 79.3$ 86.4$
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1930 AGE 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 108.8 Under 5 101.8 103.5 100.3
5 -  9 104.1 5 - 9 98 .8 100.8 104,1
10-14 99 ,0 10-14 103.7 107.3 100.7
15-19 95.6 15-19 101.3 92.3 92.6
20-24 101.3 20-24 92.2 98.1 87 ,9
25-29 114,0 25-29 1 04.5 102.4 84.3
30-34 118.8 30-34 113.2 95.7 100.9
35-44 134.0 35-39 118,8 109,5 98.4
45-54 141.3 40-44 120,0 115,0 93.7
55-64 128.3 45-49 123.7 116,9 104.3
65-74 134.5 50-54 133.2 117.6 103,0
75 & over 105.8 55-59 125.5 110,3 102,8
60-64 113.9 113,8 102.7
65-69 93 .2 96,9 86,5
70-74 97 ,8 90,. 0 89 .8
75 & over 95.5 76 .8 70.7
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posit ion in the economy was improved.
During the fo l lo w in g  ten years ,  1950 to I96 0 ,  the a v a i l a b l e  jobs  
in the county were c u r t a i l e d  d r a s t i c a l l y .  The only growth areas were 
f in a n c e ,  government and s e rv ic e s .  This move again helped to s trengthen  
the fem ale 's  economic p o s i t io n .  The ra te  o f  unemployment has been 
high enough to q u a l i f y  the county fo r  recogn i t ion  as a d is t ressed  a rea .
The f l u c t u a t io n s  in the populat ion composition r e f l e c t  the con­
tinuous co n trac t io n  in the economic o p por tu n i ty  open to res idents  o f  
S i l v e r  Bow. The county has c o n s is te n t ly  los t  popula t ion  over the past  
30 years .  The m a jo r i ty  o f  th is  o u t -m ig ra t io n  took place among the 
middle and younger a d u l t s .  The populat ion pyramids g r a p h ic a l ly  i l l u s ­
t r a t e  th is  f l u c t u a t i o n  over the past 30 years .  The younger ad u l t  
groups have in c re a s in g ly  been forced to leave the county and those  
who stayed in the e a r l y  years now comprise the large  proport ion  o f  
e ld e r l y  people.
The ra te  o f  reproduction  has been increas ing .  The r e s u l t in g  r is e  
in the proport ion  o f  c h i ld re n  under 15 years has been increasing in 
s p i te  o f  the f a c t  tha t  the populat ion as a whole is aging and tha t  
the people o f  c h i ld - b e a r in g  years are emmigrating in la rge  numbers.
The proportion of  children under 15 years to be found in S i lv e r  Bow's 
population is s t i l l  lower than the s ta te  norm, but the d i f fe rence  is 
small enough to reduce any s igni f icance to a minimum.
The sex r a t i o  is a lso  lower than the s t a t e  norm (9 6 .8  as compared 
to 103.8 in i 960 ) .  This ind ica tes  th a t  the males have been leaving at  
a f a s t e r  ra te  than have the females.  One reason the sex r a t i o  is so 
low, aside  from the f a c t  t h a t  i t  is an urban county,  is the la rge  pro-
2 5 7 .
p o r t io n  o f  females composing the 75 years and over category .  This  
would l o g i c a l l y  r e l a t e  to  the f a c t  th a t  women o u t l i v e  men and con­
sequently the sex r a t io s  in the o ld e r  age groups are commonly very low.
The f l u c t u a t io n s  f o r  th is  county's populat ion in the fu t u r e  are  
almost completely  dependent upon what happens to the a r e a 's  mining 
industry .  The s t a t e ' s  economists stopped t r y i n g  to outguess th a t  
in d u s t ry 's  act ions  long ago due to the u n p r e d i c t a b i l i t y  o f  i t s  labor  
fo rce  and the s u rp r is in g  decis ions  made by i t s  management.
STILLWATER
S t i l l w a t e r  is surrounded by the counties o f  Carbon, Park ,  Sweet 
Grass, Golden V a l le y  and Yel lowstone.  Columbus, the county s e a t ,  is 
the la rg e s t  town in the county and i t  had a popula t ion o f  1,097 in 
1950 and 1,281 in i 960 .
A g r i c u l t u r e ,  the county's  major in d u s t ry ,  is going through a 
period o f  c onso l ida t ion  and mechanizat ion cons is ten t  w i th  what has been 
tak ing place around the r e s t  o f  the s t a t e .  Trade and construct ion  were 
the only segments in the economy which made major gains in the number 
o f  people employed between 19^0 and 1950. A fo u r - te n th s  expansion in 
the t o t a l  number o f  employed females occurred during th is  per iod .
From 1950 to 196O a g r i c u l t u r e  was again the important loss c a t e ­
gory,  and the mining industry  (chrome mining) the major gain category .  
Moderate expansions were a lso  experienced in the f i e l d s  o f  manufactur­
ing,  t ra n s p o r ta t io n  and u t i l i t i e s .  Women again improved t h e i r  
economic stance and by 1960 over 25% of  a l l  people working were female .
Trends in the county 's  popula t ion composition r e f l e c t  th is  d ec l in e  
in the number o f  jobs a v a i l a b l e  to the male sector  o f  the labor fo rc e .
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TABLE X IV 1.1 I.
DATA SHEET: STILLWATER COUNTY
1930 1940 1950 1960
Age P ro p o rt io n s
Under 15 years 33.1 $ 27 .0$ 29.9$ 31.8$
15 to  64 years 62.1$ 65 .1$ 60.4$ 56.2$
65 yea rs  & ove r 4 .8$ 7 .9$ 9 .7 $ 11.9$
Index  o f Aging 15.5 29.0 32.6 37.5
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity 3 .5 3 .2 3 .0 3.1
P o p u la tio n 6,253 5,694 5,416 5,526
P ercen t Change -1 8 .1 $ -8 .9 $ -4 .9 $ 2 .0$
Sex R a tio 117.6 113.4 111.6. 107.5
P ercen t Urban _  _ _  _ _  _ —  —
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1930 AGE 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 99 .7 Under 5 108.9 111.5 107.8
5 - 9 105.3 5 - 9 91.6 104.0 110.0
10-14 90 .7 10-14 95.7 111 .0 122.7
15-19 118.2 15-19 106.5 117.0 126.6
20-24 127.1 20-24 108.9 96 .8 83.1
25-29 114.7 25-29 119.3 101 .1 86.3
30-54 105.1 30-34 119.0 94.6 92 .8
35-44 107.9 35-39 115.8 109.0 88.2
45-54 141.6 40-44 106.3 133.6 101,1
55-64 195.4 45-49 95.2 113.1 113.8
65-74 168.2 50-54 130.5 111.1 126.0
75 & over 143.3 55-59 133.8 97 .9 108.1
60-64 140.2 124.4 110.5
65-69 190.4 135.5 93 .8
70-74 146.0 150.8 127.2
75 & Over 119.6 143.8 112.7
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The county c o n s is te n t ly  lo s t  popula t ion up to  the census year I96 0 .  In 
th a t  year  the county gained a minimal 2%, Out -m igra t ion  is concentrated  
in the younger ad u l t  groups and has been tak ing  place in these groups 
at  a pace which,  according to  the pyramids,  is s w i f t l y  increas ing .
There are  few o p p o r tu n i t ie s  to be found fo r  the younger people in t h i s  
county .
The popula t ion is aging a t  a rate  ten points  above the s t a t e  norm. 
The propor t ion  o f  e l d e r l y  in the populat ion is 11.9% compared to a 
s t a t e  average o f  9-9%* The proport ion  o f  c h i ld re n  under 15 years o f  
age is increasing but th is  ra te  o f  increase is slower than tha t  mani­
fes ted  by the rest  o f  the s t a t e ' s  popu la t ion .  The ra te  o f  reproduct ion  
is decreasing w h i le  the proport ion  o f  o ld s te rs  is increas ing .
The sex r a t i o  is d e c l in in g  but i t  is s t i l l  higher than the s ta te  
average,  a level  expected fo r  a r u r a l ,  agrar ia n  county.
SWEET GRASS ««
Sweet Grass is demarcated by the counties o f  S t i l l w a t e r ,  Golden 
V a l l e y ,  Wheatland, Meagher, and Park.  Big Timber,  the major community, 
had a popula t ion o f  1,679 in 1950 and 1,660 in I960.
During the past t h i r t y  years th is  county has c o n s is te n t ly  los t  
popu la t ion .  A g r ic u l tu r e  required fewer workers to f u l f i l l  i t s  needs 
while there  were minor expansions in a l l  o ther  categor ies  in the economy 
of  the county during the 1930 to 1960 p er io d .  The females made the  
most important advances in the number o f  new jobs open to any group.
By 1960, three out o f  every ten jobs were f i l l e d  by a woman. The 
employment gains over t h is  t h i r t y  year per iod were n e g l i g i b l e  due to 
the f a c t  th a t  fo r  every new job tha t  opened up there  was one in the
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a g r i c u l t u r a l  f i e l d  which was dropped.
The county 's  economic fu t u r e  w i l l  be slow to  moderate.  Livestock  
production w i l l  probably continue to be the county 's  major indus try .
The feeding operat ions  may expand and meat packing could possib ly  be­
come a c o n t r ib u t in g  f a c t o r  to  the county's growth.  I t  is  p red ic ted  
th a t  th is  area w i l l  again lose populat ion in the census y e a r ,  1970,
( - 9 . U ) . 59
The popula t ion trends r e f l e c t  th is  concentra t ion  on l ive s to c k  
production (a male's j o b ) ,  the contract ion  o f  th is  major in d u s t ry ,  and 
the increasing o p p o r tu n i t ie s  open to the female in the county.
Out -migra t ion  is the s in g le  most obvious phenomenon i d e n t i f i a b l e  
through an inspection o f  the popula t ion pyramids and the data sheet.  
Emmigration is most common in the 20 to 30 year  group although a l l  age 
groups manifest  some o u t - m ig r a t io n .  There is a lso  a slowly  increasing  
proport ion  o f  c h i ld re n  although the proport ion  in I960 was below the  
s t a t e  norm.
The popula t ion is aging a t  a s w i f t  r a te  and i t  is a f u l l  22 .6  
points  above the s ta te  norm, 51.2% as compared to 28.8%. There is some 
in d ic a t io n  th a t  there  may be some in -m ig ra t io n  in t h i s  e ld e r  group.
I t  appears tha t  the county is becoming a re t i rem en t  c en ter .
The sex r a t i o  has been d e c l in in g  and is now close  to the average 
f o r  the s t a t e .  The r a t i o  is e s p e c ia l l y  low among the age groups in ­
f luenced by m igrat ion  dynamics. This ind ica tes  th a t  males have been 
leav ing the county at  a f a s t e r  ra te  than have females.
5 9 lb id
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TABLE L
DATA SHEET: TETON COUNTY
1930 1940 1950 1960
Age P ro p o rt io n s
Under 15 yea rs 32.1# 27.376 31 .276 34.876
15 to  64 years 63.5 % 67.476 61.776 55.276
65 yea rs  & over 4.476 5.376 7.176 10.076
Index  o f  Ag ing 13.8 19.3 22.8 28.6
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity 2.6 3 .0 3.1 3.2
P o p u la tio n 6 ,069 6,922 7,232 7,295
P ercen t Change 3.476 14.176 4.576 0.976
Sex R a tio 127.7 124.6 113.9 109.9
P ercen t Urban ~  — _ — _
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1930 AGE 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 I 88 .8 Under 5 95 .8 105.7 111.3
5 - 9 113-1 5 - 9 85 .0 100.3 113.5
10-14 97.3 10-14 96.9 103.4 104.5
15-19 124.9 15-19 123.5 127.8 116.0
20-24 135.6 20-24 129.6 118.2 88.0
25-29 159-3 25-29 125.0 111 .4 112.3
30-34 120.4 30-34 117.3 101 .8 90.6
35-44 130.5 35-39 129.1 108.7 115.7
45-54 162.9 40-44 121 .2 126.9 96.4
55-64 154.3 45-49 117.8 121 .6 111.1
65-74 229.7 50-54 191.3 106.7 125.9
75 & over 273.3 55-59 159.7 107.1 133.1
60-64 190.1 165.9 116.1
65-69 142.4 138.4 91.4
70-74 123.8 137.7 139.6
75 & over 152.9 135.1 129.5
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pears to have normal populat ion composition when i t s  c hara c te r  and 
geographical loca t io n  are  considered.
TOOLE
Toole is d e l im i te d  by Canada and the fo l lo w in g  count ies:  G l a c i e r ,  
Pondera,  and L i b e r t y ,  Shelby,  the la rg e s t  town in the county and a lso  
i t s  county s e a t ,  had a popula t ion o f  3 ,058 in 1950 and ^ ,017  in I960 .
A f t e r  the depression and during the decade between 19^0 and 1950 
the economy o f  Toole expanded. The t o t a l  acreage under c u l t i v a t i o n  i n ­
creased as n a t iv e  sod was plowed under.  The income from a g r i c u l t u r a l  
products was increased w h i le  the employment o f  people in the a g r i c u l ­
tu r a l  f i e l d  decreased s l i g h t l y .  The heavy growth o f  i t s  major industry  
spurred an increasing growth in almost a l l  areas o f  the economy.
In the years between 1950 and 1980, a g r ic u l t u r e  again s t r e n g th ­
ened i t s  p o s i t io n  and the county was second only to  i t s  ne ighbor ,
L ib e r ty  County, in per farm cash r e c e ip ts .  At the same t im e ,  a g r i c u l ­
tu re  and manufacturing reduced the number o f  people employed. This 
reduct ion was o f f s e t  by add i t io n s  of  personnel in o ther  areas o f  the  
economy. The female s e c to r ,  consistent w i th  the na t iona l  and s ta te  
trends ,  improved her employment p o s i t ion  and by I960 she occupied 33% 
of  the t o t a l  labor fo rc e .
The popula t ion o f  Toole County is aging,  but the ra te  a t  which the 
Index o f  Aging has been increas ing is s l i g h t ,  in f a c t ,  the Index went 
down from 2k in 1950 to  21.1 in i 960 . This f ig u r e  is seven points  below 
the s t a te  norm o f  2 8 .8 .  One reason f o r  th is  lower than normal Index of  
Aging is th a t  the proport ion  o f  c h i ld re n  under 15 years is high and has 
been increas ing over the past th ree decades. The county is mani fes t ing
2 7 1 .
TABLE LI
DATA SHEET: TOOLE COUNTY
1930 1940 1950 1960
Age P ro p o rt io n s
Under 15 years 28.9$ 26.3$ 30 .2$ 37.0$
15 to  64 years 61.1% 68.7$ 62 .6$ 55.2$
65 yea rs  & over 3.5% 5 .0$ 7 .3 $ 7 .8$
Index o f  Ag ing 12.1 19.1 24 .0 21 .1
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity 3 .4 3.5 3 .5 4.1
P o p u la tio n 6,714 6,769 6,867 7,904
P ercen t Change 80.3$ 0 .8$
LT\• 15.1$
Sex R a tio 130.5 121.1 118.3 108.5
P ercen t Urban - 37.5$ 44 .5$ 50.8$
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1930 AGE 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 103.0 Under 5 106.9 98.0 101.1
5 -  9 98.4 5 - 9 100.3 113,2 116.4
10-14 104.6 10-14 108.4 105.5 103.6
15-19 94.7 15-19 96.1 107.2 104,6
20-24 124.6 20-24 106,3 118.0 99 .0
25-29 109.8 25-29 105,4 100.4 98.7
30-34 134.4 30-34 116,4 113-6 101 .1
35-44 156.4 35-39 CO -j 1 1 0 , 1 112.5
45-54 189.5 40-44 126,6 135,3 112.8
55-64 196,5 45-49 133.7 83 .8 109.3
65-74 225.4 50-54 151,7 168.2 124.9
75 & over 121 .1 55-59 179,9 130,9 127.4
60-64 236.2 148.7 106,1
65-69 185,5 133.7 114.1
70-74 174,2 196.2 109.2
75 & ove r 175.0 159,6 123.3
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a high ra te  o f  reproduct ion .
The proport ion  o f  people in the middle a c t iv e  years is one po int  
below the s t a t e  l e v e l .  One reason fo r  the high ra te  o f  reproduct ion is 
th a t  there are more people in th is  county o f  the c h i ld b e ar in g  years  
than th e re  are in the neighbor ing p o p u la t io n - lo s s  counties.
The sex r a t i o  is a t  a level  which could be expected o f  a county 
rura l  in c h a ra c te r ,  but which has been c re a t in g  more economic oppor­
t u n i t i e s  f o r  the female.
The fu tu re  o f  the economy and thus the popula t ion s ize  and com­
p o s i t io n  depends upon the growth o f  areas o f  the economy o th er  than 
a g r i c u l t u r e .  The o i l  industry  may grow in which case an i n f l u x  o f  
populat ion would occur.  Tourism is a ls o  a p o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  fu t u r e  
growth because the county is s i t u a t e d  on an in t e r n a t io n a l  highway.
TREASURE
Treasure is demarcated by the fo l lo w in g  counties:  Big Horn, 
Yel lowstone,  M uss e ls he l l ,  and Rosebud. The la rg e s t  community in the  
county is Hysham, 410 in 1950 and 494 in I960.
In the years previous to 1950, the a g r i c u l t u r a l  sec tor  o f  Trea­
sure 's  economy developed a he a l th y  f i n a n c ia l  c o n d i t io n .  The cropland  
under i r r i g a t i o n  increased and thus the number employed in a g r ic u l t u r e  
t a l l i e d  no severe losses as has been the case in most o th e r  par ts  o f  
the s t a t e .  Most o f  the new jobs which opened during  these years were 
made a v a i l a b l e  to women. Thus, th is  segment o f  the populat ion improved 
i t s  economic o p p o r t u n i t ie s .
From 1950 to i 9 6 0 , the county 's  a g r i c u l t u r a l  work o p p o r tu n i t ie s  
de c l in e d .  The labor  force  shrunk by 18% w h i le  the employment oppor-
275. 
TABLE LII
DATA SHEET: TREASURE COUNTY
1930 1940 1950 1960
Age P ro p o rt io n s
Under 15 years 35.2 $ 30.6$ 34.0$ 38 .4$
15 to  64 years 60.4$ 63 .1$ 58.3$ 52,6$
65 years  & over 4 .3$ 6 .3$ 7 .8$ 9 .0$
Index  o f  Ag ing 12.3 20.1 22 .9 23.4
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity 1.7 1.5 1 .4 1.4
P o p u la tio n 1 ,661 1,499 1,402 1,345
P ercen t Change -1 6 .5 $ -9 .8 $ -6 .5 $ -4 .1 $
Sex R a tio 108.1 128.1 124.3 109.8
P ercen t Urban -  - -  - -  - -  -
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1930 AGE 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 75-9 Under 5 137.1 149.4 83 .2
5 - 9  75.7 5 - 9 175.5 94,9 122.1
10-14 111.7 10-14 9 2 .4 118.2 127.3
15-19 82.6 15-19 87 .7 141,3 123.1
20-24 101.4 20-24 112.1 117.5 68.9
25-29 111.5 25-29 169.2 100,0 17.6
30-34 148.6 30-34 93.1 118.4 130.6
35-44 108.3 35-39 172.4 107.5 106.8
45-54 187.7 40-44 157.1 93 .8 96.9
55-64 174.4 45-49 79.6 176.9 122.2
65-74 154.2 50-54 136.8 150.0 102.6
75 & ove r 175.0 55-59 196.0 100,0 166.7
60-64 240.0 96,9 160.0
65-69 168,8 214,3 71 ,4
70-74 233,3 166,7 ,94.4
75 & e v t r 133.3 371,4 212.5
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t u n ! t i e s  shrunk by 16%. The male f e l t  the d e c l in e  in o ppor tu n i ty  much 
more s eve r ly  than did the female .  The lad ies  a c t u a l l y  enlarged t h e i r  
share o f  the t o t a l  jobs held and by the end o f  the decade they f i l l e d  
o n e - f i f t h  o f  the work p o s i t io n s .
Prognosis fo r  the fu t u r e  growth o f  th is  county is not promising.  
A g r ic u l tu r e  should remain in a hea l thy  s t a t e ,  but w i l l  not employ more 
people.  I t  is p red ic ted  the county w i l l  lose an a d d i t io n a l  k . \ %  o f  
i t s  populat ion by 1970.
The s t r i k i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  th is  county 's  popula t ion  is i t s  
high ra te  o f  reproduct ion evidenced by the la rge  p ropor t ion  o f  c h i l d ­
ren under 15 years o f  age.  The ra te  o f  reproduction  has been cl imbing  
f o r  several  decades. The proport ion  o f  people in the 15 to  64 category  
has been d e c l in in g  f o r  a number o f  decades and thus the increasing  pro­
p or t ion  o f  c h i ld re n  becomes even more s t r i k i n g .  The Index o f  Aging fo r  
the county has been in c reas in g ,  but a t  a slower ra te  than most o ther  
parts  o f  the s t a t e .  The growing proport ion  o f  c h i ld re n  tends to dwarf  
the o th e r  age c a teg o r ie s .
The youngsters are  leav ing a f t e r  they pass t h e i r  high school years .  
The young males have a tendency to o u t -m ig ra te  more o f t e n  than do the 
females ,  but both groups demonstrate a strong p r o c l i v i t y  in t h is  d i r e c ­
t i o n .  The sex r a t i o  is a t  a leve l  which is about c ons is tent  w i th  the  
charac te r  o f  the county 's  economy. I t  is higher  than the s t a te  norm 
w h i le  a t  the same t ime i t  is decreasing.
VALLEY
V a l le y  is surrounded by Canada and the counties o f  P h i l l i p s ,  
G a r f i e l d ,  HcCone, Roosevelt  and Danie ls .  I ts  major community, Glasgow,
279. 
TABLE L I I I
DATA SHEET: VALLEY COUNTY
1930 1940 1950 1960
Age P ro p o rt io n s
Under 15 years 35.5$ 30 .6$ 32 .8$ 36.9$
15 to  64 years 60.9$ 65 .6$ 59.9$ 56.6$
65 yea rs  & ove r 3 .7$ 3 .8$ 7 .3$ 6 .5 $
Index o f  Ag ing 10.5 12.5 22.3 17.7
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity 2 .2 3 .0 2 .2 3 .4
P o p u la tio n 11,181 15,181 11,353 17,080
P ercen t Change - 3 .1 * 35 .8$ - 25 . 2$ 50.5$
Sex R a tio 121.2 115.7 112.6 114.9
P ercen t Urban - 34.0$ 33.7$ 37.5$
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1930 AGE 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 112,3 Under 5 95.9 109.7 98 .7
5 -  9 98 .8 5 -  9 99.9 104.5 99.5
10—14 102,4 10-14 99.5 96,7 109.1
15-19 95.2 15-19 104.9 94.5 119.0
20-24 113.4 ' 20-24 93,9 114,8 126.2
25-29 116,2 25-29 108.3 106.4 127.2
30-34 110,5 30-34 110,3 103,8 131.5
35-44 140,7 35-39 133.1 98,2 107.0
45-54 167.5 40—44 119.7 118,7 95.2
55-64 180.2 45-49 143,8 147.6 109.6
65-74 168,3 50-54 176,4 108.9 125,8
75 & ove r 171,9 55-59 164,5 149.8 159.8
60-64 174,8 130,0 121 ,0
65-69 202,2 153,5 117.4
70-74 147.3 160,5 128.7
75 3s over 183,6 144.2 144.2
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had a populat ion o f  3.821 in 1950 and 6 ,398  in I960 .  The town has since  
dropped considerably  in popula t ion  due to the c lo s ing  o f  Glasgow A i r  
Force Base which occurred a f t e r  the l a s t  census d a te .
V a c i l l a t i o n s  in popula t ion  c h a r a c te r iz e  the h is t o r y  o f  V a l ley  
County. These were caused by construct ion  demands during the 1930's .  
A f t e r  Fort  Peck Dam was constructed ,  much o f  the populat ion l e f t  the  
county.  There were p a r a l l e l  reductions in the labor  forces o f  the  
other  segments o f  the economy. Only a g r i c u l t u r e ,  t ra n s p o r ta t io n  and 
u t i l i t i e s  needed a d d i t io n a l  labor dur ing the per iod between 19^0 and 
1950.
In the per iod between 1950 and 1960, the i n s t a l l a t i o n  of  the A i r  
Base was responsib le  f o r  the tremendous jump in pop u la t io n .  The 50.5% 
jump was more than any o th e r  Montana county experienced during that  
per io d .  A g r ic u l t u r e  demonstrated the la rg e s t  number o f  job te rmina­
t i o n s ,  w h i le  a l l  o ther  segments o f  the economy c a l l e d  fo r  more workers.  
Women occupied o n e - t h i r d  o f  the n o n - a g r ic u l t u r a l  positions in I960; th is  
was a small increase over 1950.
The s t r i k i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  th is  county 's  popula t ion composi­
t io n  include the large  proport ion  o f  c h i ld re n  under 15 years and the  
low Index o f  Aging.  The r a te  o f  reproduction  has been high over the  
t h i r t y  year per iod and i t  has been increasing a t  a s w i f t  pace.  The 
probable reason f o r  th is  phenomenon is the presence o f  the A i r  Base 
and e a r l i e r  the large  cont ingent  o f  construct ion  workers ,  both con­
s i s t i n g  o f  younger people .  Added to th is  is the p r o c l i v i t y  o f  rura l  
people ,  a g r i c u l t u r e  being a major industry  in the a rea ,  to possess a 
high ra te  o f  reproduct ion .
2 8 3 .
The sex r a t i o  has been h igher  than the s t a t e  norm over the past  
t h i r t y  years due to the presence,  a ga in ,  o f  the construct ion  workers  
and the m i l i t a r y  personnel during various periods o f  th is  county 's  
h i s t o r y .  Both groups t r a d i t i o n a l l y  have large  numbers o f  males in 
t h e i r  composit ion.
The composit ion o f  th is  county 's  popula t ion should have changed 
d r a s t i c a l l y  by 1970 because o f  the c losure  o f  the A i r  Base. The county 
w i l l  have lo s t  considerable  populat ion and the proport ion  o f  c h i ld re n  
and young adul ts  w i l l  have d imin ished. In a d d i t i o n ,  the populat ion  
w i l l  show an increase in the Index o f  Aging and the sex r a t i o  w i l l  not  
diminish s i g n i f i c a n t l y .
WHEATLAND
Wheatland is surrounded by the counties o f  Jud i th  Basin,  Fergus,  
Golden V a l l e y ,  Sweet Grass,  and Meagher. Harlowton, i t s  major community, 
had a popula t ion o f  1,733 in 1950 and 1,73** in I960 .
Wheatland is another r u r a l ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  county which has los t  
populat ion c o n s is te n t ly  over the past four  decades. The major reason 
fo r  the consis tent  loss in popula t ion  was th a t  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  the major  
industry  o f  the county ,  has been demanding fewer workers.  The r a i l  
industry  experienced major expansions in the number o f  people employed 
during the period as d id  the trade  and serv ices  sectors o f  the economy. 
Jobs open to  women enlarged si i g h t l y .
During the years between 1950 and I96 0 ,  a d d i t io n a l  jobs were f u r ­
nished f o r  women o n ly .  A l l  o f  the major sectors  o f  the economy in c lu d ­
ing a g r ic u l t u r e  and t r a n s p o r ta t io n  had c ontract ions  in t h e i r  labor  
fo rce s .  The fu t u r e  growth o f  the county's  popula t ion w i l l  be moderate
2 8 k .
TABLE L IV
DATA SHEET: 
1930
WHEATLAND COUNTY 
1940 1950 1960
Age P ro p o rt io n s  
Under 15 years 31.7$ 24.6$ 28.5$ 31.0$
15 to  64 years 63.9$ 69.2$ 61 .9$ 55.6$
65 yea rs  & over 4 .5 $ 6 .3 $ 9 .6$ 13.4$
Index o f  A g ing 14.1 25.5 33.7 43.3
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity 2.6 2 .3 2 .2 2.1
P o p u la tio n 3,751 3,286 3,187 3,026
P ercen t Change -3 3 .2 $ -1 2 .4 $ -3 .0 $ -5 .1 $
Sex R a tio 121.5 119.9 123.0 108.8
P ercen t Urban _  _ _ ... H  — _  —
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1930 AGE 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 90.5 Under 5 94.9 122.1 97.4
5 - 9 109.1 5 - 9 109.7 115.9 101.8
10-14 95.3 10-14 77.2 96.2 114.6
15-19 101.2 15-19 104.6 124.7 103.8
20-24 126.7 20-24 119.2 105.3 96.6
25-29 102.6 25-29 112.3 121 .2 87.2
30-34 106.5 30-34 160.5 96.4 92.6
35-44 130.2 35-39 107.5 122.5 110.1
45-54 185.1 40-44 112.8 127.1 101.9
55064 158.7 45-49 139.6 117,6 106.3
65-74 182.2 50-54 115.5 127.0 156.7
75 & over 207.7 55-59 183.1 149.3 132,3
60-64 210.9 126,3 107.5
65-69 162,2 180.0 116.9
70-74 133.3 240,7 ' 118.2
75 & ove r 194.4 155.2 133.9
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a t  most because the county r e l i e s  so h e a v i ly  on i t s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  base 
fo r  most o f  i t s  employment.
The composit ion o f  the populat ion r e f l e c t s  the c o n t ra c t in g  economy. 
The Index o f  Aging is high and the pro port ion  o f  c h i ld re n  under 15 
years o f  age is two points  lower than the s t a t e  norm. The proport ion  
o f  c h i ld re n  is increas ing a t  a slow ra te  w h i le  the proport ion  o f  o ld e r  
people increases.
The sex r a t i o  diminished during the 1950 to  1960 p e r io d .  At 
p rese n t ,  i t  is s t i l l  h igher  than the s t a t e  norm, 108.8 compared to 
103 .8 ,  but normal f o r  th is  type o f  economy.
O ut-m igra t ion  is ev id en t  fo r  the younger a d u l t  groups. Males 
have been leav ing  the county in l a rg e r  numbers than have the females.  
This is the most lo g ic a l  e xp lana t ion  f o r  the decreasing sex r a t i o .
There is l i t t l e  in the county to  a t t r a c t  a large  i n f l u x  o f  females.
There are extreme v a r i a t i o n s  in the popula t ion pyramids which can only%
be expla ined by p o in t in g  out the fa c t  th a t  a s l i g h t  change in the number 
o f  people found in one age group may r e s u l t  in dramat ic  f l u c t u a t io n s  
in the pyramids due to the small populat ion base upon which the s t a t i s ­
t i c s  are  compiled.
WIBAUX
Wibaux is bounded by the counties o f  R ich land,  P r a i r i e ,  Dawson, 
and Fa l lon  and the s t a t e  o f  North Dakota. The la rg e s t  community in 
the county is Wibaux, 739 in 1950 and 766 in I960 ,
Farm c onso l ida t ions  and mechanizat ion are the basic  causes o f  the 
cons is tent  populat ion loss Wibaux County has been exper iencing over the  
past few decades. The o ther  sectors o f  the economy have made p a r a l l e l
288.
TABLE LY 
DATA SHEET: WIBAUX COUHTY
1930 1940 1950 1960
Age P ro p o rt io n s
Under 15 years 35.3$ 28 ,6$ 32.6 $ 36.0$
15 to  64 years 60,7$ 64.4$ 59.5$ 52.7$
65 yea rs  & over 3 .9$ 7 .0 $ 7 .9$ 11.3$
Index o f  A g ing 11.1 24.4 24.3 31.4
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity 3.1 2 .4 2.1 1.9
P o p u la tio n 2,767 2,161 1,907 1,698
P e rcen t Change -1 1 .1 $ -2 1 .9 $ -1 1 .8 $ -1 1 .0 $
Sex R a tio 116.0 117,4 113,0 104.3
P ercen t Urban —  — _  — —  — —
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1930 AGE 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 93 .0 Under 5 123.9 104.4 78.6
5 -  9 92.9 5 - 9 99 .0 86 .2 92.5
10-14 114.1 10-14 84.6 121 .5 96.2
15-19 114.0 15-19 100.8 138.1 84.6
20-24 119.8 20-24 140,5 81 .4 91.7
25-29 105.2 25-29 133.3 112,3 105.6
30-34 120.8 30-34 121.3 112.7 95.9
35-44 112.4 35-39 100.0 132.7 110.6
45-54 140,6 40-44 119.2 112.5 113.7
55-64 200,0 45-49 119,6 107.1 113.3
65-74 117,9 50-54 110.8 122,5 126.8
75 & ove r 380,0 55-59 153.7 121,1 112,1
60-64 179,3 120,9 142.9
65-69 144.0 173,3 152.0
70-74 260,0 153.9 134.5
75 & over 100,0 100.0 177,3
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adjustments to the co n t ra c t io n  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  labor  force  although  
there  were s l i g h t  expansions in the trade and s e rv ic e  sec to rs .
During the 1950 to 1960 p e r io d ,  the d e c l in e  in the employment o f  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  workers was double th a t  which i t  had been the previous  
decade. The female s t ro n g ly  enhanced her p o s i t io n  and by 1960 she 
occupied kS% o f  the n o n - a g r ic u l t u r a l  jo b s .
There e x is t s  a p o t e n t i a l  f o r  e x p lo r a t io n  o f  o i l  and coal deposits  
in the county and i f  t h i s  happens there  should be a sharp gain in popu­
l a t i o n .  Barr ing fu t u r e  development o f  a d d i t io n a l  resources,  the county 
w i l l  continue to lose popu la t io n .
The sex r a t i o  dropped d r a s t i c a l l y  between 1950 and I9 6 0 ,  113-0 
compared to  10^ .3 .  The female apparen t ly  was not emmigrating a t  the  
same ra te  as was her male counterpar t  during th is  per io d .
The Index o f  Aging is h igher  than the s t a te  norm, but is not as 
high as one would expect due to the apparent lack o f  o ppor tu n i ty  f o r  
people o f  the c h i ld b e a r in g  years .  The propor t ion  o f  middle aged people 
in the popula t ion  is w e l l  below the s t a t e  l e v e l ,  but the propor t ion  of  
c h i ld re n  under 15 years is h igh .  This is d e f i n i t e  evidence o f  a high 
r a te  o f  reproduction  and a glance a t  the popula t ion  pyramids ind ica te s  
t h a t  t h i s  ra te  o f  reproduct ion is inc re a s in g .  The dependency r a t i o  fo r  
th is  county would be h igh ,  a small contingent o f  middle aged people must 
support  a r e l a t i v e l y  large  p ropor t ion  o f  e l d e r l y  and young dependents.
0 u t“m igra t io n  is e v id e n t  f o r  most age groups and is accentuated in 
the younger a d u l t  groups. The young are leav ing  the county in large  
numbers.
292.
YELLOWSTONE
Yellowstone is encompassed by the fo l lo w in g  count ies:  Big Horn,  
Rosebud, T reasure ,  M u s s e ls he l l ,  Golden V a l l e y ,  S t i l l w a t e r  and Carbon.
The two major communities in the county are  B i l l i n g s  and L a u re l .
B i l l i n g s  had a popula t ion  o f  31»83^ in 1950 and 52,851 in 1960. L a u r e l ,  
a s m al le r  community, had a popula t ion o f  3*663 in 1950 and 4,601 in I960 .
For several  decades Yel lowstone 's  growth has been among the h ighest  
i f  not the h i g h e s t j i n  the s t a t e .  The populat ion accumulated around 
B i l l i n g s  and the u rb a n iza t io n  t re n d ,  tak ing  place s ta te  and na t ion  w ide,  
is apparent when one inspects t h is  a rea .  This county is p u l l in g  people 
in to  i t s  confines a t  a ra te  which few o th e r  counties have been ab le  to 
surpass.  B i l l i n g s  is the l a r g e s t  trade c en ter  in Montana and has the  
l a rg es t  number o f  newly created c i v i l i a n  r e la te d  jobs o f  any town in the 
s t a t e .  A l l  segments o f  the county 's  economy have been booming f o r  a 
number o f  years except a g r i c u l t u r a l  employment which accounts f o r  a 
minor sect ion  o f  i t s  t o t a l  economy.
Due to  the nature  o f  i t s  major indust i r e s ,  t rade and s e r v ic e s ,  the 
female sector  o f  the labor  force is l a r g e .  The percent o f  females em­
ployed compared to  the t o t a l  labor  force  is second only to Lewis and 
Clark  County.
The sex r a t i o  mani fests  th is  high p ro p or t ion  o f  employed females.
The r a t i o  has been c o n s is te n t ly  d e c l in in g  and by I960 the number o f  
men per 100 women was seven points  below the s ta te  average.  This trend  
is considered an urban c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  as is a popula t ion composed o f  
g re a t e r  numbers o f  younger people ,  growing a t  a s w i f t  r a t e ,  and aging,  
but at  a slower ra te  than are  the rura l  popu la t ions .  Yel lowstone County
293. 
TABLE LVI
DATA SHEET: YELLOWSTONE COUNTY
1930 1940 1950 1960
Age P ro p o rt io n s
Under 15 years 30.4$ 25.5$ 29.3$ 34.9$
15 to  64 years 65.2$ 69 .1$ 63.7$ 57.7$
65 ye a rs  & over 4 .3$ 5 .4$ 7 .0$ 7 .4$
Index  o f  Ag ing 14.2 21.1 23 .7 21 .1
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity 11.6 15.5 21 .0 30 .0
P o p u la tio n 30,785 41,182 55,875 79,016
P ercen t Change 4 .0$ 33.8$ 35.7$ 41 .4$
Sex R a tio 107.4 104.3 101.1 96.7
P ercen t Urban 61.5$ 63 .2$ 63-5$ 82.7$
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1930 AGE 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 98.2 Under 5 107.6 99.7 105.1
5 -  9 106.2 5 - . 9 99.5 107,3 100,0
10-14 103.4 10-14 98.9 104.7 100,4
15-19 96.7 15-19 92.0 91.0 85.5
20-24 89.2 20-24 89-9 82 .0 75.5
25-29 96.8 25-29 97,1 95 .0 86.3
30-34 106.2 30-34 109,5 101 ,6 96 .8
35-44 107.3 35-39 109,5 98.2 101.6
45-54 131.0 40-44 106,6 110,4 101.8
55-64 135.3 45-49 107,8 108,9 99.3
65-74 144.3 50-54 I I 9 .8 102,2 106.0
75 & ove r 115.4 55-59 129.4 105,6 109.5
60-64 116,1 116,5 92.9
65-69 122,1 110,7 91.1
70-74 124,2 109,2 94.4
75 & over 106,8 109,4 9U 9
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manifests  a l l  these c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  aside  from the aging process during  
the l a s t  decade. The Index o f  Aging decl ined a l i t t l e  less than three  
points  during recent years which ind ica tes  an increasing  i n f l u x  o f  i n d i ­
v iduals  in the younger age groups. The young of  both sexes are  moving 
to the c i t y  in l a r g e r  numbers than are  the e l d e r l y .
The proport ion  o f  people in the 15 to 6** year  category has a c t u a l l y  
been decreasing s ince  19^0. T h e i r  numbers have been in c re a s in g ,  but the  
younger age groups have been increasing a t  a f a s t e r  r a t e ,  thus pushing 
the o ther  proport ions down. This phenomenon would in d ic a te  tha t  the 
f e r t i l i t y  r a t io s  o f  t h i s  county are  higher  than would be expected o f  
an urban p o pu la t ion .
The fu t u r e  prognosis f o r  th is  county is f o r  a cont inu ing increase  
in i t s  populat ion s i z e  and a continued trend toward urban type demo­
graphic  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  The ru ra l  people w i l l  cont inue  to pour in 
from the surrounding countryside  lured to the o p p o r tu n i t ie s  a f forded  
them in the urban areas.
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C H A P T E R  V
SUMMARY AND C O N C L U S IO N
MONTANA -  U.S.  COMPARISON
The major theme o f  th is  paper is summarized in the short  t i t l e  o f
a recent a r t i c l e  found in a popular pulp p u b l i c a t i o n ,  "The West is
AnGet t ing  Lonely A g a in . " ou Wi th in  the context  o f  the a r t i c l e  the l o n e l i ­
ness experenced by much o f  the west in these contemporary times is a p t ly  
expressed. In a world exper iencing  a populat ion explos ion th rea ten ing  
humanity's very e x is ta n c e ,  in a nation which has surpassed 200 m i l l i o n  
people there  are vast s t re tch es  o f  land dotted  w i th  dead o r  dying towns 
and abandoned homesteads whose populat ions  are  leav ing  a t  a prodigious  
r a t e .  Stretches  o f  western lands in America are l o n e l i e r  now than at  
any t ime since the e a r l y  homesteading and gold-rush days.
The a r t i c l e  mentioned above i l l u s t r a t e s  t h a t  i t  is harder to be­
come is o la te d  from the signs o f  modern technology than i t  was f o r t y  or  
f i f t y  years ago. The d i s t a n t  densely populated centers  o f  man's c i v i l ­
i z a t io n  need the telephone and power l in e s  which cut across the land­
scape,  the highways winding from one c i t y  to ano the r ,  the p ip e l i n e s ,  
radar s t a t i o n s ,  and microwave s ta t io n s  which dot the landscape connect­
ing one populat ion center  w i th  another ,  but the sections o f  land in 
between many o f  the c i t i e s  are becoming in c re a s in g ly  less populous.
The loss o f  p o p u la t io n ,  the s p e c ia l i z e d  economic base, the aging 
p op u la t io n ,  the high sex r a t i o s ,  and the slimming proport ion  o f  people 
in the a c t i v e  years are a l l  m an i fes ta t ions  o f  the lagging economic
^ B a r t l e t t ,  Richard A . ,  "The West is G et t ing  Lonely Aga in",  
Readers Dj g e s t , Reader’ s Digest A s s oc ia t ion ,  I n c . ,  P l e a s a n t v i 1l e ,  N . Y . ,  
August,  1969, pp. 1*6-50,
298.
growth in many o f  Montana's counties .  More a c c u r a te ly ,  th is  s t a te  has 
not been caught up in the l i g h t n i n g - s w i f t  growth experienced by o ther  
sections o f  the country ,  th is  s ta te  has never grown s w i f t l y  fo r  extend­
ed periods o f  t ime as have many other  s t a t e s .  I t s ‘ set t lement  and 
economic development began l a t e  in th is  country 's  h is to ry  and the ra te
o f  growth since tha t  t ime has been slower than th a t  o f  the na t ion  as a
f
whole.  In ad d i t io n  to the r e l a t i v e l y  slow ra te  o f  economic growth and 
the contingent growth o f  the p opu la t ion ,  the s t a t e  has f a i l e d  to  adjust  
i t s  economic base in order to insure i t s  fu t u r e  p r o s p e r i ty .  An example 
o f  th is  fa c t  is the s i t u a t i o n  now preva len t  in the eastern  section  o f  
Montana. With a g r ic u l t u r e  the only major industry  in most sections  of  
th a t  area and the cont ingent  mechanizat ion,  low margin o f  p r o f i t ,  lack  
o f  abundant i r r i g a t i o n  resources,  and the ex is tance  o f  parochia l  a t ­
t i tu d e s  r e l a t i n g  to  new growth,  many counties have been s tagnat in g . I
From the ana lys is  given on each county in the previous sections  
o f  th is  paper several  p r e d ic ta b le  populat ion trends have become e v id e n t .  
The proport ion  o f  people aged 15 to 6^ years ( the a c t iv e  years)  has 
c o n s is te n t ly  decl ined over the past t h i r t y  years ,  the proport ion of  
people 65 years and over has r is e n ,  the t o t a l  popula t ion has grown a t  
a ra te  less than th a t  o f  the na t io n ,  the percent urban has increased  
and the sex r a t i o  has decreased. A l l  o f  these trends are consis tent  
with  nat iona l  trends although they do r e f l e c t  Montana's t r a n s i t i o n  from 
a r u r a l ,  f r o n t i e r  s t a t e  to th a t  o f  an emerging in d u s t r i a l -u r b a n iz e d  
area .
A comparison between the data sheet fo r  Montana and tha t  compiled 
f o r  the United Sta tes  demonstrates some s i g n i f i c a n t  fac to rs  r e l a t i n g  to
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the d i f fe r e n c e s  between the two sets o f  popula t ion t rends .  The d i r e c t io n s
/
o f  change are  in a l l  cases cons is tent  between the two sets o f  d a ta ,  but 
the ra te  o f  change, in a number o f  cases,  d i f f e r s .  Montana, w h i le  ex­
per ienc ing  an o u t -m ig ra t io n  o f  young people o f  c h i ld b e a r in g  ages,  is 
also demonstrat ing a propor t ion  o f  people under 15 years o f  age which 
is increasing a t  a f a s t e r  r a te  than is the na t iona l  proport ion  w i th in  
the same age group. This s in g le  f a c t o r  ind ica tes  th a t  some segments o f  
Montana's popula t ion must be exper iencing  a higher  ra te  o f  f e r t i l i t y  
than most o ther  segments o f  th is  country 's  p o pu la t ion .
Only 5 0 .2 % o f  Montana's populat ion was c l a s s i f i e d  as "urban" ac­
cording to  the 1960 census, w h i le  the nationwide f ig u r e  was 6 9 .9%. This 
f a c t  might p a r t i a l l y  e x p la in  why Montana is producing more ch i ld re n  
p r o p o r t io n a l ly th a n  is the re s t  o f  the n a t io n .  I t  has been s ta ted  con­
c lu s i v e l y  in e a r l i e r  sec tions o f  th is  paper and a ls o  is s ta ted  in l i t e r ­
a tu re  d ea l ing  w i th  f e r t i l i t y  l ev e ls  o f  rura l  people as compared to those 
l i v i n g  in urban areas ,  t h a t  there  e x is ts  a " lower b i r t h  ra te  in the
r 1
c i t i e s  than in ru ra l  a r e a s ."
The proport ion  o f  people found in the 65 years and over age bracket  
is l a r g e r  f o r  Montana than f o r  the res t  o f  the na t ion  although the 
d i f f e r e n c e  is minimal and the ra te  o f  increase is about the same. The 
Index o f  Aging comparison between Montana and the Nation r e f l e c t s  no 
dramat ic  d i f f e r e n c e s .  Both have been increasing up to  1950, a f t e r  which 
there  was a s l i g h t  d e c l in e .  The numerical  leve ls  o f  th is  measure o f  
the two groups o f  data are  almost i d e n t i c a l .
Berelson & S t e in e r ,  o£. c i t . , p.  6 07 .
3 0 0 .
T A B L E  L V i I
DATA SHEET: UNITED STATES
1930 1940 1950
Age Proportions
Under 15 years 29.3$ 25.0$ 26.8$
15 to 64 years 65.1$ 68.1$ 65.3$
65 years & over 5.4$ 6.8$ 8.2$
Index of Aging 18.4 27.2 30.6
Population Density 41 .2 44.2 50.7
Percent Change 16.1$ 7.2$ 14.5$
Population 122 mil. 131 mil. 1 50 mi
Sex Ratios 102.5 100.7 98.1
Percent Urban (Continental 
U.S.) 56.2$ 56.5$ 59.0$
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
AGE 1930 AGE 1940 1950
Under 5 103.0 Under 5 103.2 103.9
5 - 9 102.5 5 _ 9 102.9 . 103.5
10-14 102.2 10-14 102.7 103.7
.15-19 99.4 15-19 100.4 100.1
20-24 96.4 20-24 96.6 95.4
25-29 97.7 25-29 96.5 95.2
30-34 100,1 30-34 98.0 95.5
35-44 105,2 35-39 98.9 96.3
45-54 109.5 40-44 101 .2 98.8
55-64 108.4 45-49 104.0 99.6
65-74 104.3 50-54 107.1 99.6
75 & over 91.8 55-59 106,3 100.7
60-64 102.9 100.5
65-69 99.2 94.0
70-74 97.9 91.3
75 & over 88,2 82.6
1 9 6 0
31 .4 $ 
59.3 $ 
9.3 $ 
29.5 
50.5* 
1 8 .5 $  
179 mil. 
97.1
69.9$
1960
103.6
100.7
103.3
102.6
100.2
98.5 
97.3 
95.9
96.1
96.8
96.8
95.6
91.1
86 .8
84.1 
74.5
*Alaska & Hawaii included only in 1960
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TABLE LVII I 
DATA SHEET: MONTANA
1930 1940 1950 1960
Age Proportions
Under 15 years 29.7# 25.4# 28.8# 33.7#
15 to 64 years 65.#. 68.2# 62.6# 56.4#
65 years & over 5.0# 6.5# 8.6# 9.9#
Index of Aging 16.7 25.6 29.9 28.8
Population Density 3.7 3.8 4.1 4.6
Percent Change -2.1# 4.6# 5.6# 14.2#
Population 537,606 559,456 591,024 674,767
Sex Ratios 119.9 114.8 109.8 103.8
Percent Urban 33,7# 37,8# 43.7# 50.2#
AGE SPECIFIC SEX RATIOS
ACE 1930 AGE 1940 1950 1960
Under 5 104.3 Under 5 102.7 102.6 103.1
5 - 9 104.1 5 - 9 103.9 104.6 102.7
10-14 103.1 10-14 104.1 104.7 102.3
15-19 103.8 15-19 104.8 102.1 ■ 100.4
20-24 113.0 20-24 105.5 104.9 98.5
25-29 111.7 25-29 110.0 106.0 99.9
30-54 113.1 30-34 115.9 103.5 103.7
35-44 129.2 35-39 114.3 107.9 103.9
45-54 152.1 40-44 112.6 116.4 103.3
55-64 153.9 45-49 118.4 117.5 107.3
65-74 165.6 , 50-54 137.5 113.2 113.7
75 & over 149.8 55-59 148.2 116.9 112.4
60-64 145.3 132.1 104.9
65-69 133.4 134.3 103.1
70-74 142.7 128.3 111.4
75 & over 137.4 118.4 103.9
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Both Montana and the Nation are increasing  in p o p u la t io n ,  but the 
ra te  o f  increase contrasts  sharp ly .  The r a te  o f  increase f o r  Montana 
is much slower than the na t iona l  average.  The previous sections of  
t h is  paper c o n s is te n t l y  brought out the f a c t  th a t  most o f  the counties  
in t h i s  s ta te  have lagging economies which have not d i v e r s i f i e d ,  have 
not taken advantage o f  much o f  t h e i r  na tura l  resources ( i r r i g a t i o n  and 
c o a l ) ,  and have thus been exper iencing  an o u t - m ig ra t io n  o f  t h e i r  popu­
l a t i o n ,  some exper ienc ing  severe reductions in popu la t ion  le v e ls .
One o f  the most i n t e r e s t i n g  contrasts  between the na t iona l  and
Montana's populat ion data is to be found in the s e r ie s  o f  sex r a t i o s ,
both gross and a g e - s p e c i f i c .  Both sets o f  sex r a t io s  are  d e c l i n i n g ,
but those found in Montana are  d e c l in in g  a t  a much f a s t e r  ra te  and are
%
s t i l l  much higher  than the na t iona l  l e v e l s .  Between 1930 and 1960 
Montana's sex r a t i o  dec l ined  a t o t a l  o f  16.1 po ints  w h i le  th a t  o f  the  
Nation dec l ined  only  4 .4  p o in ts .
In the a g e - s p e c i f i c  sex r a t i o  columns there  appear some marked 
d i f f e r e n c e s .  The major d i f f e r e n c e  is t h a t  the na t iona l  a g e - s p e c i f i c  
sex r a t io s  d e c l in e  w i th  increas ing age. They begin a t  approximate ly  
103 o r  104 in infancy and d e c l in e  to 74.5  in the 75 and over category .
The sex r a t io s  f o r  Montana begin in the same range,  103 or  104,  but
they increase w i th  increasing  age,  m ani fes t ing  some important f l u c t u a ­
t ions  along the way, and they f i n a l l y  h i t  l eve ls  in the highest  age
groups of  149 .8  f o r  1930 to  103.9 fo r  i 9 6 0 .
The important f l u c t u a t i o n s  appear in the years o f  the l a t e  teens 
and e a r l y  tw e n t ie s ,  when the young people are  most a c t i v e l y  o u t - m ig r a t ­
ing from most o f  the sparse ly  s e t t l e d  counties in the s t a t e .  The young 
men seem to be leav ing a t  a more prodigious ra te  than are  the young
3 0 3 .
lad ies  and, consequently,  the leve l  o f  sex r a t io s  is pushed down in 
these age groups. The o b l ig a t io n s  to  the m i l i t a r y  serv ice  and the  
propens ity  o f  males to a t tend  school ing past the high school leve l  
more commonly than females are  the two s in g le  most important fa c to rs  
which account f o r  the low sex r a t io s  o f  the age groups ranging from 
20 to  30 years .  Some evidence has been uncovered in previous sections  
o f  th is  paper which ind ica tes  th a t  the count ies in which large  c i t i e s  
are located o r  in which can be found large  contingents  o f  Indians have 
lower sex ra t io s  w i t h i n  the younger age groups, those which are  most 
commonly o u t - m ig r a t in g .  Host l i t e r a t u r e  supports the view th a t  most
m igra t io n  takes place among the young, the b e t t e r  educated,  the men,
62and the b e t t e r  o f f .  This contention is cons is ten t  w i th  the observed 
v a r i a t i o n  in Montana's o therwise  constant p a t te r n  o f  increasing sex 
r a t io s  as one moves up the age g r a d ie n t .
HYPOTHESES
Chapter I I I  o f  th is  paper o u t l in e d  four  hypotheses which gave 
some guidance and purpose to th is  study o th e r  than the prov is ion  o f  
pure d e s c r ip t io n  and in form at iona l  by -product .  The th e o r e t i c a l  base 
upon which each hypothesis is v a l id a t e d  is presented in Chapter I I I  
and thus the ana ly s is  and p re s e n ta t io n  o f  f ind ings  s h a l l  be b r i e f  in 
t h is  sec t ion  o f  the paper.  Data are  c i t e d  from th is  study which tend 
to  s u b s t a n t ia te  or  d isprove the n u l l  hypothesis and re fe rence is made 
to  the support ing  theory  and past research.  In each case, the past  
research is s u b s ta n t ia l  and the support ing  theory has stood unchallenged
6 2 1 b i d , p .  5 9 2
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f o r  some t ime.
Hypothesis Number I as s ta te d  in Chapter I I I  o f  th is  paper is 
quoted as fo l lo w s:  "The sex r a t i o  w i l l  d ec l in e  as the percent  urban 
popula t ion w i t h i n  the s t a t e  in c re ase s ."  A quick glance a t  Table LVII  
demonstrates the v a l i d i t y  o f  the above a s s e r t io n .  There is an inverse  
r e la t i o n s h i p  between the degree of  u rb a n iza t io n  experienced w i t h in  a 
popula t ion and the number o f  men per one-hundred women. The major  
fo rce  behind th is  phenomenon is the migra t ion  generated by man's need 
to f u l f i l l  the ro le  prescr ibed f o r  him by s o c ie ty .  People tend to mi­
gra te  in to  areas where economic o p p o r tu n i t ie s  e x i s t .  In a d d i t i o n ,  a 
d i f f e r e n t i a l  s e le c t io n  e x i s t s  on the basis o f  age and sex contingent  
upon the type o f  economic opp o r tu n i ty  a t t r a c t i n g  migrants in to  the  
re ce iv in g  area .  A number o f  s tudies  and p u b l ic a t io n s  have been c i t e d  
and expounded upon in e a r l i e r  sections o f  th is  paper which support and 
exp la in  th is  phenomenon; bu t ,  to summarize, m igra t ion  reaches a peak in 
the young a d u l t  years (20-29 age b r a c k e t ) * ^  at which time the males and 
females seek t h e i r  fo r tune  in a number o f  d i f f e r e n t  ways. Some leave  
t h e i r  ag rar ia n  counties to a t tend  c o l leg e  or techn ica l  school,  some to  
j o i n  the m i l i t a r y ,  and o th e r  f in d  employment and possib ly  a l i t t l e  adven­
tu r e .
Host m igra t io n  undertaken by both sexes has as i t s  d e s t in a t io n  
an urban a rea .  The ra t io n a l  behind the above hypothesis is t h a t  as a 
s ta te  gains more and l a r g e r  urban c e n te rs ,  i t  w i l l  a lso  a t t r a c t  more of
Heide,  H . ,  "M ig ra t io n  Models and T h e i r  S ig n i f ic a n c e  f o r  Popu­
la t io n  Fore cas ts ,"  The MiIbank Memorial Fund Q u a r t e r l y , Milbank Memorial  
Fund, kO Wall S t r e e t ,  New York 5 ,  January 1963, XL I ,  #1 ,  pp. 69*
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the younger populat ion which is seeking i t s  fo r tu n e  in the c i t y .  A
large  proport ion  o f  the young people on the move are g i r l s  seeking the
economic, e d u c a t io n a l ,  soc ia l  and c u l t u r a l  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  not a v a i l a b l e
64in t h e i r  sparse ly  populated home count ies .
The second hypothesis s t a t e s ,  "The sex r a t i o  w i l l  not vary appre­
c ia b ly  from the n a t io n 's  average in count ies which appear in the upper 
q u a r t i l e  o f  the populat ion densi ty  range."  A glance a t  Table LIX i n d i ­
cates the n u l l  hypothesis has not been disproved.  There appears to  
e x i s t  a large  v a r i a t i o n  between the sex r a t io s  o f  the most populous 
count ies in Montana and the na t iona l  averages.  Part  o f  the ra t io n a l  
upon which t h i s  hypothesis is based was o u t l in e d  in 1940 by S t o u f f e r . ^  
He s ta ted  tha t  m igra t io n  is propor t iona l  to the number o f  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  
at  a given d is tance  and in v e rs e ly  propor t iona l  to  the number o f  i n t e r ­
vening o p p o r t u n i t ie s .  I t  was considered th a t  the small popula t ion  
centers  in Montana, large  c i t i e s  in r e l a t i o n  to the sparse ly  populated  
h in d e r la n d ,  would c o n s t i t u t e  the in te rve n in g  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  and would 
a t t r a c t  a much la rg e r  propor t ion  o f  females than is apparent ly  the case.  
In only  two instances are the sex r a t io s  o f  these populat ion centers  
below the n a t iona l  average,  which i n c i d e n t a l l y  includes both the rura l  
and urban sections  o f  the whole country .  In 1960, S i l v e r  Bow County 
f e l l  t h r e e - te n th s  o f  one p o in t  below the n a t iona l  sex r a t i o  f o r  th a t  
same y e a r .  Again in I960 Yel lowstone County f e l l  fo u r - te n th s  o f  one
United Nat ions ,  ojk ci t . ,  p. 138
gq
S t o u f f e r ,  Samuel A. " In te r v e n in g  O p p o r tu n i t ie s :  A Theory  
R e la t in g  M o b i l i t y  and D is ta n c e ,"  American Soc io lo g ic a l  Review, 5 ,  1940,  
pp. 845-67 .
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TABLE LI X
UPPER QUARTILE COUNTIES ARRANGED ACCORDING TO 
1960 POPULATION DENSITY AND MEAN DEVIATION OP SEX RATIOS
Counties -  Upper Q u a r t i l e  Sex R a t io  Sex R at io  
Popu la t ion  Density  ( S t a t e )  (N a t ion) D e v ia t io n
S i l v e r  Bow
1930 -  79 .6  
1940 -  74 .3  
1950 -  67 .6  
1960 -  6 4 .9
116 .8
109.3
104.0
96.8
102.5
100.7
98.1
97.1
14.3
8.6
5 .9
- 0 . 3
Yel lowstone
1930 -  11.6  
1940 -  15.5  
1950  -  2 1 .0  
1960  -  3 0 .0
107.4  
104.3  
101.1 
96.7
102.5
100.7
98.1
97.1
4 .9
3 .6
3 .0
- 0 . 4
Cascade
1930 -  15.5  
1940 -  15 .8  
1950 -  19 ,9  
1960 -  27 .6
112.4  
105.9
107.5  
104.0
102.5
100.7
98.1
97.1
,'9v9
5 .2
9 .4
6 .9
Deer Lodge
1930 -  22.1 
1940 -  18.5  
1950 -  22 .4  
1960 -  25 .3
126.7  
11-2*2 
110,9
106.7
102.5
100.7
98.1
97.1
24 .2
11.5
12 .8
9 .6
Missoula
1930 -  8 .3  
1940 -  11,1 
1950 -  13.5  
1960 -  17.1
113*2
113.5
105.2
100.9
102.5
100,7
98.1
97.1
10.7
12.8 
7.1 
3 .8
Gallatin
1930 -  6 .4  
1940 -  7 .3  
1950 -  8 .7  
1960 -  10 .3
109.3
108,8
111.9
107.1
102.5
100.7
98.1
97.1
6.8
8.1
13.8
10,0
Lake
1930 -  5 .8  
1940 -  8 ,2  
1950 -  8 .4  
1960 -  8 .7
118.6
112.3  
108.9
105.4
102.5
100.7
98.1
97.1
16.1
11 .6
10,8
8 .3
Lewis & Clark 
1930 -  5 .2  
1940 -  6 .3  
1950 -  7 . 0  
-  8.1
110.4
106,3
100.8
102.5
97.1
7 .9
5 .6
2 .7  
-0 ,9
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TABLE L! X 
(CONTINUED)
Counties - Upper Quartile Sex Ratio Sex Ratio 
Population Density______  (State) (Nation) Deviation
Flathead
1930 - 3.7 117.6 102.5 15.1
1940 - 4.7 112.8 100.7 12.1
1950 - 6.1 110.6 98.1 12.5
1960 - 6.4 100.5 97.1 3.4
Hill
1930 - 4.7 118.2 102.5 15.7
1940 - 4.6 112.5 100.7 11.8
1950 - 4.9 105.5 98.1 7.4
1960 - 6.4 102.3 97.1 5.2
Dawson
1930 - 4.2 118.3 102.5 15.8
1940 - 3.7 111 .9 100.7 11.2
1950 - 3.9 107.4 98.1 9.3
1960 - 5.2 102.8 97.1 5.7
Ravalli
1930 - 4.3 117.2 102.5 14.7
1940 - 5.4 114.1 100.7 13.4
1950 - 5.5 109.1 98.1 11.0
1960 - 5.2 101 .4 97.1 4.3
Roosevelt
1930 - 4.5 121 .2 102.5 18.7
1940 - 4.1 112,1 100.7 11.4
1950 — 4.0 110.7 98.1 12.6
1960 - 4.9 105.3 97.1 8.2
Park
1930 - 4.2 120.1 102.5 17.6
1940 - 4.4 115.4 100.7 14.7
1950 - 44'rf6 109.1 98.1 11.0
1960 - 5-0 104.4 97.1 7.3
Mean Deviation 1930 - 13,7
Mean Deviation 1940 - 10.1
Mean Deviation 1950 -  9,2
Mean Deviation 1960 -  5,1
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poin t  below the na t iona l  l e v e l .  These cannot be considered s i g n i f i c a n t  
v a r i a t i o n s .
Another par t  o f  S t o u f f e r ' s  theory and one which is w ide ly  support­
ed s ta te s  th a t  people,  e s p e c i a l l y  women, tend to t r a v e l  short  distances
66more o f te n  than long ones. I t  was thought th a t  the females moving 
in from the farms and small towns would tend to t r a v e l  as short  a d i s ­
tance as possib le  w h i le  s t i l l  enabl ing  them to f in d  school ing and proper  
economic o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  Small c i t i e s  located in Montana would l o g i c a l l y  
c o n s t i t u t e  centers  o f  o p por tu n i ty  f o r  m igra t in g  females w h i le  a t  the 
same time enabl ing them to avoid the necess i ty  o f  moving vast d is tances .  
A pparent ly ,  in the eyes o f  the m igrat ing  female ,  these small Montana 
c i t i e s  don ' t  o f f e r  enough oppor tu n i ty  to  prevent them from t r a v e l i n g  
out o f  s t a t e .
The major problem w i th  a t e s t  o f  th is  type is th a t  the term 
“o p p o r tu n i ty "  is d i f f i c u l t  to  d e f in e .  U n t i l  t h is  can be done, the  
theory cannot be adequately  tested and r e f in e d .  An a d d i t io n a l  d i f f i ­
c u l t y  is th a t  d istances c o n s t i t u t e  f a r  less a b a r r i e r  to m o b i l i t y  today 
than they did in 19^0 .
The t h i r d  hypothesis reads,  "The proport ion  o f  the populat ion in 
the 65 years and over category w i l l  be notably  la rg e r  in the more ru ra l  
and a g r i c u l t u r a l  counties  as the s t a t i s t i c a l  data  becomes more contem­
p o ra ry , "
The lower q u a r t i l e  o f  counties arranged on the basis o f  populat ion  
densi ty  was used to demonstrate the data r e l a t i n g  to th is  hypothesis .
66 Berelson & Steiner, oj ,̂ ci t . , p. 591
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TABLE IX
LOWER QUARTILE COUNTIES ARRANGED ACCORDING TO 
1960 POPULATION DENSITY AND MEAN DEVIATION OP SEX RATIOS
Counties Sex Ratio Sex Ratio (State) (Nation) Deviation
Garfield
1930 - 0.9 133.1 102,5 30.6
1940 - 0.6 127.2 100.7 26.5
1950 - 0.5 128.9 98.1 30.8
1960 - 0.4 119.6 97.1 22.5
Petroleum
1930- 1.2 125.9 102.5 25.4
1940 - 0.7 126.6 100.7 25.9
1950 - 0.6 134.2 98.1 56.1
1960- 0.5 129.8 97.1 52.7
Carter
1930- 1.3 124.7 102.5 22.2
1940- 1.0 121.8 100.7 21.1
1950 - 0.8 125.1 98.1 25.0
1960- 0.8 118.5 97.1 21.4
Powder River
1930- 1.2 151.4 102.5 28.9
1940- 1.0 124.6 100.7 25.9
1950 - 0.9 125.1 98.1 25.0
1960 - 0.8 109.5 97.1 12.4
Golden Valley
1930- 1,8 121.4 102.5 18.9
1940 - 1.4 127.6 100.7 26.9
1950 - 1.1 120.9 98.1 22.8
1960- 1.0 118.3 97.1 21.2
Meagher
1930 - 1.1 158.5 102.5 56.0
1940 - 0.9 153.0 100.7 52.3
1950 - 0.9 150.2 98.1 52.1
1960- 1.0 120.6 97.1 23.5
Phillips
- 1.6 127.5 102.5 25.0
1940- 1,5 129.6 100,7 28.9
1950- 1.2 120.5 98.1 22.4
1960 - 1.2 115.4 97.1 16,5
Beaverhead
1930 - 1.2 142.8 102.5 40.3
- 1,3 136.1 100.7 35.4
- 1.2 123.6 98,1 25.5
- 1,3 117,7 97.1 20.6
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Counties
McCone
1930 - 1.8
1940 - 1.5
1950 - 1.3
1960  -  1 .3
Prairie
1930 - 2.3
1940 - 1.4
1950 - 1.4
1960 - 1.3
Rosebud
1930 - 1.5
1940 - 1 .3
1950 - 1.3
1960  -  1 .2
Treasure
1930 - 1.7
1940 - 1.5
1950 - 1 .4
1960 - 1 .4
Madison
1930 - 1.8
1940 - 2,1
1950 - 1.7
1960 - 1.5
TABLE IX
(continued)
Sex Ratio 
(State)
123.6
127.8
130.9
115.5
137.8
116.5
109.2
105.5
122.8
116.5
118.3
107.2
108.1
128.1
124.3
109.8
136.3
132,6
122 .6
112.9
Sex Ratio 
(Nation)
102.5
100.7
98.1
97.1
102.5
100.7
98.1.
97.1
102.5
100.7
98.1
97.1
102.5
100.7
98.1
97.1
102.5
100.7
98.1
97.1
Judith Basin
1930 - 2.8 
1940 - 1.9 
1950 - 1 . 7  
-  1 . 6
136.4
127,7
125.3
112.3
102.5
100.7
98.1
97.1
Mean Deviation 1930 * 28,2 
Mean Deviation 1940 - 27.6 
Mean Deviation 1950 - 27.3 
Mean Deviation 1960 - 17.9
Deviation
21.1 
27.1 
32.8 
18.4
35.4
15.8
11.1
8.4
20.3
15.8
20.2
10.1
5*6
27.4
26.2
12.7
33.8
31.9 
24.5 
15.8
33.9
27.0
27.2
15.2
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This group o f  four teen  c o u n t ie s ,  none possessing in 196O more than one 
and s i x  tenths  people per square m i l e ,  by no s t r e t c h  o f  the imaginat ion  
could be considered anything but rura l  and a g ra r ia n  in c h a r a c te r .  No 
b e t t e r  example o f  r u r a l i t y  could be found in j u s t  about any o th e r  p a r t  
o f  the country and thus i t  is f e l t  the data from these counties on age 
composit ion should be a good te s t  o f  the above hypothesis .  The counties  
comprisong the lower q u a r t i l e  are  sca t tered  throughout the s t a t e ,  but 
a l l  are  a g r a r i a n ,  and most depend upon dry land wheat farming or  c a t t l e  
ranching f o r  t h e i r  l i v e l ih o o d .
With only two minor except ions ,  the date presented in Table LXI 
does not support the nu l l  hypothesis .  The f i r s t  exception  is th a t  the  
proport ion  o f  people 65 years and over found in Meagher County dropped 
one- ten th  o f  one percent between 1950 and I960 .  The o ther  except ion is 
found in Judi th  Basin between the years 1950 and 1960. During th is  
decade the p ropor t ion  o f  people in the o ld e r  age group f e l l  two-tenths  
of  one percent  from 10.7% to  10.5%. In a l l  o th e r  cases, f o r  a l l  f o u r ­
teen counties included in the leas t  populous q u a r t i l e ,  the proport ion  
o f  people l i v i n g  in the 65 years and over category increased as the data  
became more contemporary.  In many cases,  the increase in the proport ions  
over the t h i r t y  year period was q u i te  s u b s t a n t i a l ,  from seven to nine  
p o in ts .  The n u l l  hypothesis is discarded.
Most o f  the more important v a r ia b le s  c o n t r ib u t in g  to  the obvious 
Increase In people 65 years and over were mentioned in the f i r s t  p a r t  
of  th is  paper.  Despite  an ever  Increas ing o u t -m ig ra t io n  of  r e t i r i n g  
people from the sparse ly  populated,  ag rar ian  counties  to  the l a rg e r  
c i t i e s  and the warmer c l im a t e s ,  the p ropor t iona l  increase  in t h e i r
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TABLE LXI
PROPORTION OP PEOPLE 65 YEARS AND OVER IN 14 MONTANA 
COUNTIES POSSESSING THE FEWEST PEOPLE PER SQUARE MILE
GARFIELD
1930
1940
1950
1960
- 4.<
-  6 /  
-  8.1 
- 1 1 . 1
BEAVERHEAD
1930 - 6.! 
1940 - 8.: 
1950 --9.‘ 
1960 - 11,|
PETROLEUM
1930 - 4.< 
1940 - 6.; 
1950 - 8.{ 
1960 -11 .<
McCONE
1930
1940
1950
1960
3.4%
4.2$
7.4$
9.8$
CARTER
1930 - 4.5$ 
1940 - 6.1$ 
1950 - 9.0$ 
1960 -10,3$
PRAIRIE
1930
1940
1950
1960
- 3.5
9.7$
-11
POWDER RIVER
1930 - 3.6$ 
1940 - 6.2$ 
1950 - 7.8$ 
1960 - 9.7$
ROSEBUD
1930
1940
1950
1960
5.1$ 
6.4$ 
7.9$ 
10.4$
GOLDEN VALLEY
1930 - 5.2$ 
1940 - 8.9$ 
1950 -11.1$ 
1960 -14.5$
TREASURE
1930
1940
1950
1960
4.3$
6.3$
7.8$
9.C$
MEAGHER
1930 - 6.7$ 
1940 - 8.8$ 
1950 -11.1$ 
1960 -11 .0$
MADISON
1930
1940
1950
1960
- 6 .6$ 
- 7.7$ 
-11.9$ 
-13.5$
PHILLIPS
1930 - 4.1$ 
1940 - 5.5$ 
1950 — 9*8$ 
1960 -13.2$
JUDITH BASIN
1930 - 4,3$ 
1940 - 7.9$ 
1950 -10.7$ 
-10,5$
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group's s iz e  is phenomenal. However, there  are  signs th a t  the increase
is slowing because the f e r t i l i t y  ra te  is appare n t ly  r i s i n g  and thus
67
pushing the propor t ion  o f  younger people in the populat ion upward.
The increase is slowing because a f t e r  the immediate b e n e f i ts  o f  
the tremendous medical  advances had been reaped by the 19*»0's and 5 0 ' s ,  
we have found ourselves a ga ins t  a wal l  formed by a group o f  k i l l e r s  
which we have been unable to conquer, i . e . ,  cancer ,  hear t  d isease ,  
c a r d io -v a s c u la r  d isease ,  acc idents  and senescence.  U n t i l  these diseases  
and cond i t ions  are  brought under contro l  and u n t i l  they are prevented  
from ta k ing  t h e i r  d is p ro p o r t io n a te  t o l l  o f  e l d e r l y  people ,  the expected  
length o f  l i f e  in America w i l l  not continue to r i s e  s w i f t l y . ^
The fo u r th  hypothesis s t a t e s ,  "The count ies th a t  have lo s t  popula­
t io n  c o n s is te n t ly  over the past twenty years w i l l  manifest  a high sex 
r a t i o  (median over 110) and an aging p o p u la t io n . "
For the sake o f  comparison, two groups o f  count ies were chosen 
which had d i s t i n c t l y  d i f f e r i n g  c h a r a c t e r is t i c s  in r e l a t i o n  to popula­
t io n  loss or  ga in .  The f i r s t  group was chosen because they had lo s t  
popula t ion  in every decade between 1920 and I960 and thus would meet 
the requirements o f  the hypothesis .  T h e i r  average loss o f  populat ion  
during  the f o r t y  year span was k0% and t h e i r  median sex r a t i o  was 109. 
Consequently,  the measure s t i p u l a t e d  in the body o f  the hypothes is ,  
median over  110, was not met o r  surpassed and s t r i c t l y  speaking the n u l l  
hypothesis could not be considered r e je c t e d .  Aside from the te ch n ica l
Stevens,  cyp. ci t . ,  p. 181 
Peterson, o^.  c ? t . , p. 247~8.
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c o n s id e ra t io n ,  the data seems to support the contention o f  the hypo­
thes is  and the s i t u a t i o n  is brought in to  c le a r e r  p erspect ive  when the  
count ies losing populat ion are  contrasted w i th  the count ies ga in ing  
populat io n .
The second group, much sm al le r  than the f i r s t ,  was chosen because 
i t  had gained populat ion in every decade between 1920 and i 9 60 . The 
t o t a l  number in th is  group was only s ix  because the large  m a jo r i ty  o f  
count ies in th is  s t a t e  have lo s t  popula t ion during a t  lea s t  one decade 
w i t h in  th a t  f o r t y  year  span. The average gain in popula t ion  between 
1920 and 1960 f o r  th is  small e l i t e  group was 5 5 . 6%, w h i le  t h e i r  median 
sex r a t i o  was 108. 2 , only  a f r a c t i o n  o f  one po in t  below the median o f  
109 f o r  the " lo s s"  count ies .  The d i f f e r e n c e  cannot be construed as 
s i g n i f i c a n t .  There was considerab le  d i f f e r e n c e  between the two mean 
d e v ia t io n s ,  but most o f  the d i f f e r e n c e  is due to the f a c t  t h a t  one 
sample is la rg e r  than the o t h e r ,  and there  is no c o r re c t io n  f o r  d i f f e r ­
ences in sample s iz e  in the simple a r i t h m e t ic  formula which was usedc 
There can be considered no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  in the sex r a t io s  
between the two samples.
The above is an i n t e r e s t i n g  development.  The theory behind th is  
p a r t  o f  the hypothesis holds th a t  the female would have less opportun­
i t y  than the male in the counties  o f  th is  s t a t e  which are exper ienc ing  
populat ion losses.  The m a jo r i t y  o f  these counties are  r u r a l ,  a g ra r ia n  
areas which o f f e r  l i t t l e  economic oppor tu n i ty  to anyone unable to work 
at  strenuous manual lab o r .  Areas l i k e  these o f f e r  even fewer " c u l t u r a l "  
o p p o r t u n i t ie s ,  those in which the female o f  our s o c ie ty  is t ra in e d  to  
show some i n t e r e s t ,  I f ,  f o r  no o ther  reason, the young female should
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TABLE LXI I
COUNTIES EXPERIENCING POPULATION LOSS IN EVERY DECADE
COUNTY LOSS
Carbon -51-1^
Daniels -47.4 $
Garfield -114.6 $
Golden Valley -43. 4$
Judith Basin -41.1 $
Musselshell -32.5 $
Petroleum -56.3?o
Phillips -26.6$
Sheridan -34 .6$
Silver Bow -18.5 $
Sweet Grass —16 .6$
Treasure -19.1 $
Wheatland -19.3$
Wibaux -38. 6$
Mean Deviation 6.3
BETWEEN 1920 AND 1960 
1960
SEX RATIO DEVIATION*
102.2 -1.6
107.8 4.0
119.6 10.8
118.3 14.5
112.3 8.5
108.2 4.4
129.8 26.0
113.4 9.6
109.2 5.4
96.8 -7.0
105.5 1 .7
109.8 6.0
108.8 5.0
104.3 0.5
Median - 109
INDEX OP
AGING DEVIATION**
50.9  22.1
34.3 5.5
32.2 3.4
44.5 15.7
31.7 2.9
44.7 15.9
36.7 7.9
39.1 10.3
35.2 6.4
34.9 6.1
51.4 22.6
23.4 -5.4
43.3 14.5
31.4 2.6
Mean Deviation - -9.3 
Median - 55
COUNTIES EXPERIENCING POPULATION GAIN IN EVERY DECADE 
BETWEEN 1920 AND 1960
1960 INDEX OP
COUNTY $ GAIN SEX RATIO DEVIATION* AGING** DEVIATION
Cascade 78-* 4# 104.0 0.2 22.5 -6.3
Gallatin 61.5 $ 107.1 3,3 29.3 0.5
Glacier 118.3$ 108.8 5.0 15.4 -13.4
Lake 37.3$ 105.4 1.6 40.4 11.6
Teton 20.2$ 109.9 6.1 28.6 -0.2
Toole 17.7$ 108.5 4.7 21.1 -7.7
Mean Deviation 3.5 Median - 108.2 Mean Deviation - -2.6
Median - 25.6
*Deviation from 1960 sex ratio for Montana - 103.8
**Deviation from 1960 Index of Aging for Montana - 28.8
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move from the ru ra l  sectors  fo l lo w in g  the o u t - m ig ra t in g  young male.
The important f in d in g  in the f a i l u r e  to support the f i r s t  p a r t  o f  
th is  hypothesis is th a t  the above fa c to rs  are  not re la te d  to popula t ion  
loss o r  gain a lo ne ,  but to  a la rge  v a r i e t y  o f  o th e r  fa c to rs  as w e l l .  
Hypothesis number one, s t a t i n g  th a t  the sex r a t i o  w i l l  d e c l in e  as the  
percent urban increases,  was a p t l y  supported in d ic a t in g  th a t  populat ion  
dens i ty  and the s iz e  o f  the popula t ion c en te r  is important but t h a t  the  
gain or  loss o f  p o p u la t io n ,  to  the exc lus ion  o f  o th e r  f a c t o r s ,  is not .
The second p a r t  o f  the above hypothesis s ta te s  th a t  the co n s is te n t  
populat ion losers w i l l  a ls o  manifest  an aging pop u la t io n .  The term 
"aging popula t ion"  is in te r p r e t e d  in t h i s  paper by the s t a t i s t i c  c a l l e d  
an " Index o f  Aging".  A se r ie s  o f  these s t a t i s t i c s  are prepared f o r  
each c o u n ty .  This measurement gives a good in d ic a t io n  o f  the propor ­
t io n  o f  e l d e r l y  people in a popula t ion  in r e l a t i o n  to  the proport ion  o f  
c h i ld re n  under f i f t e e n  years o f  age,  and thus,  d i r e c t l y  measures the 
data r e fe r r e d  to  in the hypothesis .
I t  appears,  from an inspection  o f  Table  LXII  th a t  the c o n t ra s t in g  
o f  counties on the basis o f  popula t ion  gain o r  loss is a meaningful  pro­
cedure when one is working w i th  the Index o f  Aging measurement. There 
is a large  d i f f e r e n c e  between the medians o f  the two groups o f  c o u n t ie s ,  
the counties losing popula t ion  m ani fes t ing  high indices w h i le  possessing 
a high median. The co n s is te n t  popula t ion ga iners  had low indices of  
aging w i th  a median 25 .6  and a mean d e v ia t io n  o f  - 2 . 6 ,
Par t  o f  the d i f f e r e n c e  in the mean dev ia t io n s  is the r e s u l t  o f  a 
d i f f e r e n c e  in sample s i z e s ,  l a r g e r  samples tend to have l a r g e r  mean 
d e v ia t io n s .  This d i f f e r e n c e ,  however, can only  account f o r  a small
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p a r t  o f  the ra th e r  large  d i f f e r e n c e .  The contrast  between the two mean 
dev ia t ions  is large  enough, even p o in t in g  in d i f f e r e n t  d i r e c t i o n s ,  th a t  
the eventual  outcome is c l e a r l y  demonstrated i f  the samples had been 
l a r g e r  and o f  the same s i z e .
The above data seems to in d ic a te  t h a t  the younger people are  
leav ing a t  a f a s t e r  ra te  than are  the o ld e r  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  and f u r t h e r  
th a t  the o u t - m ig r a t io n  doesn 't  seem to be extremely  sex s p e c i f i c .  Both 
sexes among the younger set  seem to be leav ing the shr in k in g  counties  
a t  an even r a t e .  There s imply ,  as was o f te n  expla ined w i t h i n  the body 
o f  th is  paper ,  is l i t t l e  opp o r tu n i ty  f o r  e i t h e r  male o r  female in the  
count ies which are c o n s is te n t l y  losing popula t ion .
CONCLUSIONS
From the preceding a n a ly s is  o f  the sex and age composit ion o f  the 
popula t ion  in Montana, and the companion d e s c r ip t io n  o f  the major popu­
la t i o n  trends l inked to the economic framework w i t h in  each county the  
fo l lo w in g  conclusions can be made.
1. Between 1930 and 19^0 the m a jo r i ty  o f  Montana's count ies los t  
popula t ion  due to o u t - m ig r a t io n .  This popula t ion loss was spread over  
both sexes and concentrated in the young a d u l t  age groups.
2,  The basic  reason f o r  the above popula t ion o u t -m ig ra t io n  is 
t h a t  most o f  Montana's count ies have economies which are  too s p e c i a l ­
ized ( a g r i c u l t u r e  o r  mining and smel t ing )  and consequently any v a r i a b l e ,  
which in f luences the p r o s p e r i ty  o f  the basic in d u s t ry ,  o r  technologica l  
change which in f luences the number o f  people required to  c a r ry  produc­
t io n  a t  past l e v e l s ,  has d r a s t i c  in f luences  upon the s iz e  o f  the work 
fo rce  the county can support .
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3. Many parts  o f  the s ta te  losing populat ion due to a stagnent  
economy w i l l  in the fu t u r e  exper ience  a d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  o f  economic 
base and a consequent expansion o f  popu la t ion .  The coal reserves and 
p o te n t i a l  e l e c t r i c a l  power production o f  the counties found in the 
eastern  sec t ion  o f  the s t a t e  are  two examples o f  the na tu ra l  resources 
not being u t i l i z e d  a t  the present t ime.
4 .  The migra t ion  w i t h i n  the s t a t e  is from counties  w i th  l i t t l e  
industry  o th e r  than a g r i c u l t u r e  to counties which have a d i v e r s i t y  o f  
indus try ,  usua l ly  located in mountain v a l l e y s ,  near r i v e r s  and sources 
o f  e l e c t r i c a l  power and n a tu ra l  resources,
5.  The proport ion  o f  people found in the middle years is slimming,  
co n s is ten t  w i th  the n a t io n a l  popula t ion  t re n d ,  but u n l ik e  the res t  o f  
the country ,  much o f  the decrease in t h i s  age category f o r  Montana is 
due to o u t -m ig ra t io n  in a d d i t io n  to an increasing leve l  o f  f e r t i l i t y .
6. Related to  conclusion number four  is the increase in the pro­
po r t io n  o f  e l d e r l y  in the popu la t io n ,  a trend a ls o  co n s is te n t  w i th  
nat iona l  occurrences.  The increase in proport ion  o f  e l d e r l y  found in 
the popula t ion  is gradual  but large  i f  real  numbers are inspected.
7. The Index o f  Aging,  when app l ied  to Montana's p o pu la t ion ,  
increases s w i f t l y  up to 1950 and from then to 1960 remains r e l a t i v e l y  
s t a b le .  This is cons is tent  w i th  the na t iona l  trend and the numerical  
leve l  f o r  the s t a t e  is not s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d i f f e r e n t  f o r  the na t iona l  
l e v e l .
8. The sex r a t i o  in Montana has always been h igher  than the
nat iona l  l e v e l s .  The n a t iona l  sex r a t i o  has been d e c l in in g  over the
past f o r t y  years and thus a ls o  has been the s t a t e ' s  sex r a t i o ,  but 
there  is s t i l l  a s i g n i f i c a n t l y  higher  proport ion  o f  males in Montana
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than there  are  females.
9.  The a g e - s p e c i f i c  sex r a t io s  f o r  Montana, w h i le  decreasing in 
a l l  groups from past decades to  more recent  decades,  increase propor­
t io n a l  w i th  age.  The U.S.  age s p e c i f i c  sex r a t io s  decrease p ro p o r t io n ­
al w i th  age. Montana is c l e a r l y  exper iencing  an o u t -m ig ra t io n  o f  young 
males and to  a lesser  e x te n t  o f  young females ,  but more females are  
being a t t r a c t e d  to permanent residences in th is  s ta te  and consequently  
the younger age groups a re  showing lower sex r a t i o s  than are  the o ld e r  
age groups.
10. The s iz e  o f  the sex r a t i o  is not d i r e c t l y  r e la te d  to the gain 
or loss o f  populat ion o f  counties  w i t h in  the s t a t e ,  but is found to  have 
a negat ive  r e la t i o n s h i p  to the percent urban and populat ion dens i ty  o f  
the county in quest ion .
11. F e r t i l i t y  is apparent ly  higher in Montana than fo r  most o f  
the n a t io n .  Montana has a la rg e  contingent o f  ru ra l  people and they ,  
in a d d i t io n  to the Indian p o p u la t io n ,  tend to push the f e r t i l i t y  r a t i o  
upward and consequently the proport ion  o f  c h i ld re n  under 15 years is a 
l i t t l e  l a r g e r  f o r  t h i s  s t a t e  than fo r  the nation  as a whole.
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